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These party poopers are most welcome
The University of Rhode Island has been attempting the near-impossible-and succeed​ing.

For three straight years, in 1993, 1994 and 1995, URI was voted the Number One Party School in the nation by Princeton Review.

It was an embarrassment.

It was humiliating.

And it did nothing to enhance the value and reputation of a URI diploma. Fazed, and determined to make changes, administrators acted.

Initial response included the banning of all alcohol from campus. But making UR1 dry simply moved the drinking out of the Kingston boundaries. What had been an on-campus phenomenon became increasingly an off-campus one.

Then, in 2003, URI received a $3.5-million grant from the National Institutes on Health to fund Common Ground. The five-year, com​munity based program aims to reduce college drinking and the attendant problems associat​ed with alcohol abuse. Mark Wood, a profes​sor of psychology, is principal investigator for the project. A long term goal, he said in a recent interview, is for what works at URI to become a model at schools across the nation.

A chief strategy of Common Ground is building alliances, and that’s been happening slowly and steadily, with neighborhood organi​zations, realtors who deal with students, home​owners who rent to them, and purveyors of alcohol.

Surprisingly, a survey conducted by Common Ground last fall found that URI stu​dents overwhelmingly favored the implementa​tion of tougher policy and enforcement strate​gies relating to alcohol use. A whopping 93 percent of 511 students surveyed said they would like to see an increase in alternative transportation in town, including cabs, buses, and safe ride programs. And 83 percent said they would like to see more and better enforce​ment of drinking and driving laws, and training of bartenders in detecting intoxication.

Common Ground made sure word got around.

Then, in February, Rhody Rides began offering students who’ve been drinking a ride home. Wood said in ten weeks, Rhode Rides provided the way home to 230 students. That’s impressive.

And the drivers even administered breatha​lyzer tests, finding that the average alcohol level was .98. That’s a lot of drunk drivers off the roads! In fact, according to Narragansett Police Chief J. David Smith, his department saw a 67 percent reduction in the issuing of DUIs last winter.

Kudos to Common Ground. And kudos to URI, which no longer earns or deserves that top party school reputation

