Social Host Hints

· Alert neighbors when you are having a party and exchange telephone numbers.  

· Give neighbors a head’s up ahead of time - it shows respect and encourages neighbors to approach the hosts with concerns instead of immediately calling the police.

***Keep in mind complaints can come from residents 2 or 3 doors down from you.***
· Take frequent walks around the outside of the house.  You’ll find out:

· If the music is too loud, people’s voices will then be too loud.

· If there is a line to get in (this is a sure signal to police that your party is too big!)

· If people are too drunk to be allowed back in the party. 


DO NOT however let them drive drunk.
· Keep all the guests in the back yard or back of the house.  This will draw less attention to the party and discourage people from wandering through neighbors’ yards.

· Do not allow people to smoke in your house, as it can become a major fire hazard. 

· People will go outside to smoke.  The noise may be controlled inside the house, but if you get 6 people outside, be aware it can get loud quickly, especially in the winter.

· Keep the temperature inside the house pleasant.  (This will help keep people from passing out or getting sick.  It will also reduce the need for people to stand outside to get cool, which will in turn decrease the noise outside.)

· Put a sober person at the door to explain to guests who are leaving that noise will bring the cops.

· Have a guest list and stick to it!  If uninvited people show up, and the party starts to get out of control, call the police BEFORE they come out.  You will not get in trouble, and they will clear them out for you. 

· If you wait, and then say “Oh, thank God you are here, I was just going to call you…” you are going to get tagged. 

· Beware of ROVING BANDS of students

*** Do NOT advertise your party using FACEBOOK or MY SPACE- anyone can find out about it, and consider themselves invited! ***
· Have other activities planned besides DRINKING. Create a theme.

· Do not, under any circumstances take money for providing alcohol.  Whether it is called a “donation” or “cover” you can still be held responsible.

· Remember providing alcohol to a minor is a FELONY!

· Serve non-alcoholic beverages and display them attractively.  Be imaginative.

· Do not allow BOTTLES!  Nothing good comes from having glass bottles around.

· Do NOT allow drinking games:

· Binge drinking allows people to drink a lot of alcohol quickly.

· The problem is that it gives someone else control over how much you drink, or your guests drink.

· The more alcohol being consumed, the greater the chance of something bad happening.

· Appoint sober party monitors.  These people stay sober, and just watch to make sure that people do not become over intoxicated.

· Remember if you invite someone into your home, YOU are responsible for their behavior.

· Appoint Designated Drivers

· Do not pool money to purchase alcohol

· Again- Do not sell alcohol

· Know the law and university policies

· Practice good neighbor relations

· If the Police do show up:

· DO NOT run away from the police or lock the door on them.  Avoidance will only make the situation worse, so come clean up front.

· DO stop the music and the party and ask everyone to leave calmly.

· Emphasize to guests that the hosts are the target of the police, not them- so they should just relax.

· DO find the most sober and coherent host to talk with the officers.

· Uncontrollable or uncooperative hosts will only aggravate the officers.  Police officers are reasonable people, and speaking with them in a rational and respectful manner will prevent the situation from escalating.

Steps to Avoid Property Damage and Theft
· Lock all bedrooms, pantries, and closets.  Be sure locks are secure enough not to get kicked in or broken into.

· Secure cabinets, drawers, and refrigerators (duct tape works well).  Clear shelves and bulleting boards.  Remove towels, toiletries, and cleaning supplies from the bathroom.

· Cover or protect all items that can be tampered with.  This includes valves on the furnace, water heaters, radiators, and fuse boxes (which drunk folks love to play with). 

· Do not allow SMOKING in the house.  This will drastically reduce the chance of a fire breaking out.

· Keep an eye on things- it is imperative that the hosts remain sober.  Have a sober person keeping an eye on the door, another on events taking place outside, and at least one roaming around.

· If damage is done to the house, the hosts are also liable and will face consequences with the landlord.  Soiled carpets, broken doors, scratched cabinets, flooded bathroom or basement will almost always result in loss of your security deposit and/or eviction.

· Are there two ways out?  It only takes a fight, a gun, or the threat of cops at the door to send people stampeding for the one exit, which could result in horrific tragedy.

· Porches and porch rails can collapse, causing injury and death.  

· Limit the number of people that use the porch above the first floor.

