LETTERS 151: ARCHAEOLOGY FRONTIERS

http://www.uri.edu/archaeology/courses/151/151.html
An interdisciplinary team-taught survey of the past, present, and future of archaeology.
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Ph. 874 2812
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Dr. Roderick Mather 
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RodMather@mail.uri.edu
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Office hours: M W F 11-12

Dr. John Jensen
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WHAT IS ARCHAEOLOGY?

Archaeology by its very nature is highly interdisciplinary, and an archaeologist can be anyone who acquires the necessary training and skills to study past cultures through their material remains. The practice of archaeology employs a variety of theories, methods, and techniques for investigating, reconstructing, interpreting, preserving, and ultimately, learning from the past. Historians, art historians, anthropologists, Egyptologists, and classicists all make use of archaeological evidence and approaches (hence 'historical archaeologist', 'classical archaeologist'), which in turn rely heavily on techniques derived from the hard sciences (archaeometry). Archaeology is often the only means by which we can encounter and learn about people that are chronologically and materially enormously distant from ourselves. Because every question about the past requires different tools, techniques, and sometimes attitudes to answer, archaeologists are always exploring new frontiers.

WHAT ARE ARCHAEOLOGY FRONTIERS?

Frontiers can be geographical, cultural, scientific and theoretical. One of the characteristics of any frontier is that it is an area where the perception of possibility exceeds the available knowledge. Venturing into frontier zones can be dangerous and destructive as well as rewarding and enlightening. Like any evolving and expanding discipline, archaeology is constantly exploring new frontiers. This course is a selective survey of some of the highs and lows of that evolution from the earliest times until the present. We will focus on the pioneering research and breakthroughs that have revolutionised our understanding of human history, and the stories of the archaeologists and excavations that have made history along the way.

NOTE: Although this course deals with many important concepts in archaeological method and theory, it is not an introduction to the practice of archaeology as a discipline, or even to a particular type of archaeology (for example, prehistory). Please check out the URI Archaeology Group website (www.uri.edu/archaeology) or consult with participating faculty about other archaeology-themed course offerings at URI. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

Students in Letters 151 Archaeology Frontiers will participate in a critical examination of the production and application archaeological knowledge over the past three centuries. Students will learn to evaluate how specific cultural and temporal contexts of archaeological discovery have affected the interpretation, use (or frequent misuse) of archaeological data. 

Letters 151 Archaeology Frontiers examines individuals, excavations, and ideas that have had a transformative impact on the development of archaeology to illustrate how and why the discipline and its ideologies have evolved in particular ways, driving archaeologists to explore new frontiers. Rather than presenting historical and scientific information as part of a static universe of received knowledge, we will focus on the quest for knowledge. The creation of NEW knowledge in any sphere of research requires an understanding of how and why to push the boundaries of the discipline. 'Archaeological Frontiers' will provide exemplary lessons in exploring new frontiers, as well as increasing awareness of how archaeological discoveries have been manipulated to serve political agendas and cultural prejudices.

READING AND STUDY ASSIGNMENTS

Every lecture will be linked to the following online course materials, supplied in advance:

- A reading assignment of an article or texts central to the topic of discussion, which you should read BEFORE the lecture for which it is assigned.

- A short abstract of the lecture with a set of 5-10 short-answer questions based on the readings and the lecture content, and a list of key names and terms which you should be able to identify and explain.

ASSESSMENT
Your final grade will be based on a series of four quizzes consisting of short answer questions (worth 10% each, dropping the lowest grade), four lab assignments involving activities outside scheduled lecture times (four labs worth 10% each, dropping the lowest grade), one field trip to the Bay Campus (participation 5%) and a final exam (35%).  There may be an option to earn additional credit through extra-curricular activities as arranged by the course coordinators. Makeup exams and assignments will be given at the instructor’s discretion, and only under the most dire circumstances.

In class quizzes, you will be assessed on your knowledge of the archaeological case studies presented in the course, and your ability to explain the significance of particular individuals and discoveries from multiple perspectives. You will be tested on your comprehension of a variety of historical and contemporary texts drawn from the extensive assigned reading. Class Quizzes are approximately 30 minutes long and consist of TEN short answer questions based on the list of questions, names, and terms supplied for each lecture. They will be held in the first half of the class. Large bags and coats should be left at the front of the lecture hall on quiz days. All you will need with you is a pen or pencil and note-taking materials for the lecture following the quiz. You will find a seat with at least 2 seats between you and your nearest neighbor, and remain seated and silent for the duration of the test.

Any student with a documented disability is welcome to contact Dr. Bridget Buxton during the first week of the semester to discuss your needs so that we can ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work. As part of this process, please be in touch with Disability Services for Students Office at 330 Memorial Union 401-874-2098.

In lab assignments, you will complete projects that expose you to the raw data, evolving critical methods, and the scientific tools of archaeology – as well as a bit of popular mythology. There are four class lab assignments worth 10% each, of which only three are counted towards your final grade; we cannot accept late assignments. Lab assignments are generally short written exercises of 2-3 pages which invite you to analyze and interpret different kinds of texts and data outside the classroom. Completing lab assignments may demand considerable time and initiative as well as travel outside the Kingston campus. Participation in the field trip is compulsory for 5% of your final grade.

The final exam is worth 35% of your final grade and the material it covers is cumulative. The final exam will consist of a combination of short answer and multi-choice questions. 
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LETTERS 151: ARCHAEOLOGY FRONTIERS

PART ONE
weeks 1-3
Discovery, Evolution, Egyptology

PART TWO
weeks 4-6
Classical, Biblical, and Near Eastern Archaeology

PART THREE
weeks 7-9
Anthropology, Prehistory, Archaeological Science

PART FOUR
weeks 10-12
Maritime and Underwater Archaeology

PART FIVE
weeks 13-14
Preserving Frontiers, Future Frontiers

WEEK ONE
INTRODUCTION


Lecturer

Sept 9 Weds
Introduction to the course and instructors; course requirements
Team



Sept 11 Fri
What are Archaeology Frontiers? The Dawn of the Archaeological Quest(ion) 


BB

WEEK TWO
FROM DILETTANTISM TO DISCIPLINE




Sept 14 Mon


Hunters and collectors: the Renaissance rediscovery of the past


KB - BB

Sept 16 Weds


The Archaeologist – Adventurers of the 19th century
MH

Sept 18 Fri


Egyptology I: Brief introduction to Ancient Egypt

EVENING FILM SCREENING: DETAILS TBA*

* Alternative arrangements will be made for students unable to attend.


BB

WEEK THREE
EGYPTOLOGY




Sept 21 Mon
Egyptology II: Tomb Raiders and Translators


BB

Sept 23 Weds
Egyptology III: Preserving the Gift of the Nile


BB

Sept 25 Fri
Brief introduction to the Classical World

FIRST QUIZ on material covered through Sept 23rd


BB

WEEK FOUR
CLASSICAL ARCHAEOLOGY I 




Sept 28 Mon
The Quest for Troy and Agamemnon

FIRST LAB ASSIGNMENT DUE

You will watch the feature film Raiders of the Lost Ark and write a 600-700 word review for Archaeology Magazine, analyzing the field methodologies presented in the film in the context of what you have learned about European archaeologists and their methods down to the early 20th century. Details to be supplied.


MH

Sept 30 Weds
The New World of King Minos of Crete


MH

Oct 2 Fri
The Great Greek Sanctuaries


MH

WEEK FIVE
CLASSICAL ARCHAEOLOGY II 




Oct 5 Mon
Delphi, Drugs, Demeter, and the Magical Mystery Pigs


BB

Oct 7 Weds
Pompeii and Herculaneum


BB

Oct 9 Fri
Hitler’s Holy Grail
BB 



WEEK SIX
BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE NEAR EAST




Oct 12 Mon
Classical Archaeology and Nationalism


BB

Oct 14 Weds
Raiders of the Lost Ark: the archaeologists of the Holy Land


WK

Oct 16 Fri
Archaeology vs. Legend: Rediscovering Lost NE Civilizations

SECOND QUIZ on material from Sept 25th through Oct 14th 


BB

WEEK SEVEN
PREHISTORY COMES OF AGE




Oct 19 Mon


From the Cave to the Commercial: Introducing the Cave Man

SECOND LAB ASSIGNMENT DUE

You will write a 600-700 word scholarly article for Archaeology Magazine examining ONE MODERN CONFLICT of the last fifty years in which archaeology was or is being used to further an ideological agenda. Details to be supplied.


KB

Oct 21 Weds


Archaeology's Big Bang: the Radiocarbon Revolution


WK

Oct 23 Fri


Thomas Jefferson and the Moundbuilder Myth

EVENING FILM SCREENING: DETAILS TBA*

* Alternative arrangements will be made for students unable to attend.
KB

WEEK EIGHT
THE AMERICAN FRONTIER




Oct 26 Mon
The Peopling of the Americas


KB

Oct 28 Weds
Guest lecture on an American Frontier by Alicia Caporaso




Oct 30 Fri
The Archaeology of the Silent


KB

WEEK NINE


THE “NEW” NEW ARCHAEOLOGIES




Nov 2 Mon
Is Archaeology Useful? Contemporary Environmental Issues
KB



Nov 5 Weds
Notable corpses: Archaeology CSI


Team

Nov 7 Fri
The Fringe Frontier: Exposing Pseudo Archaeology

THIRD QUIZ on material from Oct 16th through Nov 5th


BB

WEEK TEN
TAKING THE QUEST UNDERWATER I




27 Nov 9 Mon


"A pile of rotting syphilitic corpses!" - the dawn of classical underwater archaeology

THIRD LAB ASSIGNMENT DUE

Details of this lab assignment will be supplied in class.


BB

28 Nov 11 Weds


Veteran's Day: no classes


Nov 13 Fri


Milestones in Mediterranean Underwater Archaeology
BB

WK ELEVEN
TAKING THE QUEST UNDERWATER II (RM with JJ)




Nov 16 Mon
Milestones in Historical Underwater Archaeology


RM

Nov 18 Weds
Ships of Gold in the Deep Blue Sea


RM

Nov 20 Fri
Pirates of the Caribbean


RM

WK TWELVE
TAKING THE QUEST UNDERWATER III




Nov 23
Deep Frontiers


BB

Nov 25


No Lecture. Class Field Trip to URI Bay Campus

You will be able to sign up for a guided tour of IAO HQ on Mon or Tues. Participation is worth 5% of your final grade.
BB


NOVEMBER 26-29 THANKSGIVING RECESS


WK THIRTEEN 
PRESERVING THE LAST FRONTIER




Nov 30


Gold Rush
JJ

Dec 2


Inland Seas and Intact Ships
JJ

Dec 4


Holy Grails and White Whales: in situ preservation and the future of underwater archaeology

FOURTH QUIZ on material from Nov 7th through Dec 2nd 


BB – RM - JJ

WK FOURTEEN 
FRONTIERS OF THE FUTURE




Dec 7


Science, Ethics, and Loot

FOURTH LAB ASSIGNMENT DUE

Students will be supplied with data about several submerged archaeological sites and will write a 600 word grant pre-proposal outlining how they intend to find, investigate, and/or manage one of the sites. The well-endowed private funding agency “The Archaeology Frontiers Institute” will evaluate your proposal on its contribution to archaeology, as well as factors that demonstrate your understanding of the project’s practical, methodological, and ethical requirements, and likelihood of success.


WK

Dec 9


Who owns the Past?
MH

 Dec 11


The Next Fifty Years: Class Discussion and conclusion

Final exam date, time, and location to be advised.
Team

The class schedule and lecture content described here is subject to change at any time. To achieve a solid passing grade you should plan to spend at least two hours studying for every class hour, but this requirement will vary greatly depending on your reading and study skills. Attendance at every lecture and class activity is expected and your enrolment in this class constitutes a commitment on your part to meeting that expectation. On lecture days, the amount of material we need to cover may not allow time for questions and discussion in class, so take advantage of office hours.

We expect all students of Letter 151: Archaeology Frontiers to support an atmosphere of maturity and courtesy. You will respect the instructors and your classmates by arriving on time, remembering to switch off your cell phone or pager, and refraining from activities that distract and disrupt the class (such as talking over others, or packing up to leave before the class is finished). Note that the use of LAPTOPS in lectures is forbidden due to the distractions they cause.

Plagiarism (unacknowledged or inappropriate use of an information source) or cheating of any kind will result in automatic failure of an assignment, test, or even the whole course, with official reports of cheating going to Student Affairs, your Department, and the relevant Deans.



IMPORTANT: CLASS POLICY ON STUDENT ILLNESS

The H1N1 (swine flu) pandemic may impact classes this semester. If any of us develop flu-like symptoms, we are being advised to stay home until the fever has subsided for 24 hours. So, if you exhibit such symptoms, please do not come to class. Notify an instructor via phone or email as soon as possible, and we will communicate through that medium to ensure that course instruction and work is completed for the semester. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have posted simple methods to avoid transmission of illness. These include: covering your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing, frequently washing your hands to protect from germs; avoiding touching your eyes, nose, and mouth; and staying at home when you are sick. For more information please view www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/habits.htm. URI information on the H1N1 virus will be posted on the URI website at www.uri.edu/news/H1N1, with links to the www.cdc.gov site.

READING AND STUDY ASSIGNMENTS*

*Will be provided electronically. Be sure to check the course website and make sure we have your correct email address, and check your email frequently. Here are assignments for the first two weeks. There is no reading assigned for the first day of class on Wednesday September 9th.

PART ONE
weeks 1-3
Discovery, Evolution, Egyptology

Recommended Overview Reading for Part One, available through electronic reserve:

- “What is Archaeology?” in W. H. Stiebling, Uncovering the past: a history of archaeology (Oxford 1995) pp. 21-25. On reserve as Uncovering the past, introduction, What is archaeology, pp 21-25 Stiebing, William H. Jr.  

- “Classical and Other Text Based Archaeologies,” in B. G. Trigger, History of archaeological thought, 2nd ed. (Cambridge 2006). On reserve as History of archaeological thought, 2nd ed., ch. 2, pp 40-79  Trigger, Bruce G.  

What are Archaeology Frontiers? The Dawn of the Archaeological Quest(ion)

Friday September 11th
Dr. Bridget Buxton

The subject of this lecture is an introductory survey of the early evolution of archaeology before it became a science (a process usually seen as taking place in the 19th century). We will look at some very early examples of incidents in which material evidence was used as a means of asking questions or finding answers about the past, from its antiquarian roots in the ancient world through to Medieval quests for treasures and holy relics. We will look at a variety of case studies ranging including the 18th dynasty Pharaoh Tuthmosis’ excavation of the Sphinx and early explorations of Etruscan tombs. We will learn about how certain questions and ideas have helped shape the philosophy and goals of the earliest archaeologists and pushed the discipline into new frontiers of inquiry. 

Reading Assignment and References

- Please make a start on reading the recommended overview readings listed above. Most of the topics covered in today’s lecture are mentioned only incidentally in histories of archaeological thought, or as part of the histories of particular archaeological disciplines such as Egyptology or Etruscan studies. Today’s lecture will help to place these brief mentions of the earliest archaeology in context.

- Read the first part of “Rediscovery” in Etruscan life and afterlife: A Handbook of Etruscan Studies, Bonafante, Larissa, ed.  (Wayne State UP 1996). Read pages 18-26 (first column) on the early history of Etruscan archaeology. The whole chapter is available on URI electronic reserve.

- For reference and optional further reading, some of the ancient accounts mentioned in today’s lecture may be found online. For book 2 of Herodotus, see http://classics.mit.edu/Herodotus/history.2.ii.html. A translation of Thucydides’ Peloponnesian War is available at http://classics.mit.edu/Thucydides/. For the stories from the Arabian Nights including the City of Brass, see http://www.bartleby.com/16/.

Study Questions

1.
In what way did the use of archaeological evidence represent a ‘new frontier’ for understanding the past in the time of the Pharaoh Tuthmosis?

2.
What role did archaeology play in early Babylonian ideas about the past, and the future?

3.
Describe one way in which the ancient Greeks and Romans used archaeological evidence to try to explain the past. Why do the writings of Herodotus and Thucydides represent important milestones in the evolution of an ‘archaeological consciousness’?

4.
What were early tomb raiders / excavators looking for besides moveable wealth? Give some examples of pre-modern archaeological enterprises with other agendas. 

5.
What motivated ancient Roman and Medieval-Renaissance European interest in the Etruscans? Discuss with reference to the accounts of William of Malmesbury. 

6.
Consider the stories of early Medieval archaeological adventures related in the Arabian Nights. What can be inferred from these stories about the use and abuse of the remains of past civilizations in the archaeological explorations of the time?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Hunters and collectors: the Renaissance rediscovery of the past

Monday September 14th
Dr. Kris Bovy and Dr. Bridget Buxton

This lecture deals with two important evolutionary threads of archaeology leading into the beginnings of archaeological science.  First of all, Dr. Kris Bovy will outline the events by which early European intellectuals confronted the material evidence (such as stone tools) that seemed to exist beyond the frontiers of accepted history and received religious wisdom. The realization that the earth was older than its biblical date was tied up with important discoveries in geology and biology, and led to a new awareness of the potential of archaeological discovery to help us understand human prehistory. Secondly, Dr. Bridget Buxton will consider how antiquarians started to become more like modern archaeologists from the Renaissance to the eighteenth century, paving the way for the exploration of new frontiers in the nineteenth century golden age of European archaeology. 

Reading Assignment:

“Wk 2: 1 Wenke” on electronic reserve. R. J. Wenke and O. I. Olszewski, Patterns in Prehistory: Humankind’s First Three Million Years (Oxford University Press 2007) pp. 1-34.
Study Questions

1. 
Describe how the accepted view of the past differed prior to the 1700s and after 1859.

2. 
Discuss the intellectual developments that had to occur before people accepted that there was a deep human past.

3. 
What were the new observations that led to these changing views?

4.
Name and describe the activities of two of the important Antiquaries of the Renaissance. Why were the Renaissance popes so interested in ancient monuments and artifacts? 

5.
What distinguishes an Antiquarian from an Archaeologist?

6.
Define and identify or explain the significance of the following: Camden’s Britannia, epigraphy, numismatics, Wunderkammer, Stonehenge.

The Archaeologist – Adventurers of the 19th century

Wednesday September 16th
Dr. Mary Hollinshead

The early 19th century in Europe was a time of Romanticism, of fascination with geographically remote places and chronologically remote times and cultures.  Explorers and adventurers in the Near East and Mediterranean regions enjoyed the “romance” of experiencing exotic lands and learning about their ancient inhabitants.  Over the course of the 1800’s, the rise of science and analytical thinking gained prominence, even precedence among those with the resources to travel.  Archaeologists became more systematic in their investigations and explanations of past societies. The bold and colorful adventurers and archaeologists of the 19th and early 20th centuries discussed in this lecture discovered and identified sites, provided precise observations and documentation of their work, developed methods of excavation, and formulated policies for allocating and protecting archaeological materials, all under what we would consider extraordinary conditions. We will focus on Austen Henry Layard, Henry Rawlinson, Gertrude Bell, Mortimer Wheeler and Harriet Boyd Hawes.
Reading Assignment

Fagan, Brian M. Eyewitness to Discovery Oxford 1996, on electronic reserve.
Read pp. 90-104, 124-130 in “Egypt and the Near East” labelled PHOTO 22;  pp. 197-205 in “Greece and the Aegean: labelled PHOTO 21; pp. 417-425 in “Archaeology becomes a science” labelled PHOTO 20

Study Questions

1. 
Why could women like Gertrude Bell and Harriet Boyd Hawes assume leadership roles abroad that they could not have held at home?

2. 
Describe Wheeler’s contribution to archaeological methods and its importance for excavation.

3. 
Why was the Behistun inscription important for deciphering cuneiform writing?  Who used the cuneiform script?

4. 
How did Gertrude Bell’s work affect archaeological projects in Iraq?

5.  
What resources – family, personal, educational, experiential – did each of these explorers bring to their work?

6. 
Who were the Assyrians?  Describe at least three traits of their art and culture.

7.  
What differences do you see between archaeology in the 18th century compared to archaeology in the 19th and early 20th century?

Egyptology I: Brief introduction to Ancient Egypt

Friday September 18th

Dr. Bridget Buxton

Today’s lecture is an introduction to the broad outlines of Egyptian history and archaeology, which we will consider in greater detail next week. We will look at evidence for the first tomb raiders and tourists to Egypt, and consider how the exotic frontier of the Orient first opened up to European travellers.

Reading Assignment

Fagan, Brian M. The Rape of the Nile, pp. 3-26; on electronic reserve.

Study Questions

On the basis of today’s lecture and readings, you should be able to describe and explain the significance of the following: Narmer / Menes, Upper and Lower Egypt, Pharaoh, Ma’at, Giza (Gizeh), Djoser, Khufu, Cheops, Menkaure, Imhotep, Sakkara, Memphis, Thebes, necropolis, mummy (mummia), papyrus, Old, Middle, and New Kingdom, Paser and Pawero, Sphinx, Napoleon’s Egyptian expedition, Herodotus, Strabo, Ptolemy I Soter, obelisk, Constantine, Coptic Christians.

