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The URI Center for the Humanities Presents 
the English Graduate Student Colloquium

“Deranged and Dangerous: Anomie 
in Knut Hamsun’s Hunger 

and Tom McCarthy’s Remainder”
 

Mihaela Harper will read from her dissertation, “Literature in 
Anomie: Postcommunist, Postmodern, Postapocalyptic,” which 

�G�L�V�S�X�W�H�V���F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���X�V�H�V���R�I���D�Q�R�P�L�H��
(“lawlessness”), a descriptive term for states of abrupt change, 

deregulation, and meaninglessness. Based on her second 
chapter, this talk will bring together two texts—Hunger (1890) 

and Remainder (2005)—that wrest chaos from order and, 
through the “derangements” of their nameless  narrators and 

narrative structures, offer a conception of anomie as 
self-destructive and productive practices.


