Hello! 
I am a recent graduate from The University of Rhode Island with a Bachelor's Degree in Art History as well as a past intern for The Galleries under the supervision of Ms. Judith Tolnick-Champa.  I wanted to stress to you how crucial The Galleries were to my learning of the art field during my education at URI. I am sure you have been hearing from many different individuals on the subject of closing the Galleries and dismantling Judith's position, but I believe is most important you hear from a group that will surely suffer the most from this departure-the student group.

Under the class heading ART300 a student could take the class entitled Gallery Intern for the customary 3 credits as well as for a letter of recommendation from Judith at the closing of the semester.  I met with Judith before the Fall 08 semester and her enthusiasm for the program was contagious so I decided to take this class for my senior year. This was important to me because like many other students, I enjoyed the major I had chosen but did not know what to do with it at its completion. To me this internship meant the possibility of direction.  It was the only "class" I had taken thus far that was also part job and because Judith stipulated a letter of recommendation I decided this would be important for future job opportunities I had 
yet to have. 

I worked with 5 other interns that semester and the experience was educational as well as unforgettable!  We worked many projects individually but many more as a group. And because I did not get to pick my group, I was working with students I had seen before but never spoken to, students I probably would never have spoken to.  This allowed me to become more open-minded and also taught me a great deal of patience and the possibilities that may come in the future of working with all types of personalities. 

Judith bestowed on her interns a great deal of responsibility!  Some of these included: handling works of art, lighting, wrapping, various mailing projects, updating archives, making phone calls and writing e-mails.  These were only a few of the jobs involved with running all 3 galleries.  I can still not understand the responsibilities Judith had to under-go alone.  She is one person and yet she had the job of many.  Not only did she oversee the interns, which changed every month (!), but she had a plethora of her own responsibilities to accomplish daily.  It is only now that I have been in other gallery settings that I truly realize the job Judith handled as one is actually entrusted to 3 or 4 in other settings!

During my semester as an intern I was involved in 6 different exhibitions or shows in the 3 galleries.  This included installation and de-installation of all, preparation of the galleries for all.  This may have included painting, puttying and general care.  It included various exhibition plans for each consisting of receptions, lectures and special publicity efforts.  It included contacting a wide variety of people including the press, the community and the educational departments that also benefited from these exhibits! There were e-mails and grants to write.  There were connections with artists to be made, there was much to do.  Looking back I am still unsure of how it all got done in time, but it did and it did so under the direction, guidance and patience of Judith. 

For many students the Galleries on campus are their only connection to the ever-changing happenings in today's art field. There are only a few museums and galleries in the Kingston area and many students are confined to the campus where they live. Providence is a good 45 minutes a way and Boston and NY ever farther.  For many this is the only knowledge and connection they have made in an art gallery before. The students thrive with this connection. One only has to be in attendance at the annual student show to realize this! There are over 100 submissions of artwork and the excitement is overwhelming. As a student, I can tell you the students work on a piece all year to submit for the show. They are excited about the awards but do not take them for granted! The Main Gallery is packed for this show with fellow students and faculty of winners showing their support.It is truly a wonderful event that will be missed.

Working with Judith on campus at the Galleries opened up a realistic and exciting part of the field I am now exploring. I gained the knowledge and confidence to approach other galleries. I am currently involved in an internship in a popular Providence gallery with the opportunity for job advancement. I know many other URI Gallery Interns involved in the same process! We never would have had the knowledge and confidence had we not participated in the internship with Judith Tolnick-Champa. 

I understand that your "top priority is our curriculum" but this WAS part of your curriculum. Not only was it a class in which to earn 3 credits, it wan an experience that cannot or should not be measured in dollars.  It gave myself and many other students the tools needed to examine and explore a realistic job market for our futures.  Judith not only introduced us to wonderful contemporary art she also introduced us to the artists and a whole new world.  I implore you to please reconsider your decision because it does not only affect the community but is mostly devastating for the student population. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 


Brandy Belanger 
Curatorial Intern 
URI Galleries
