Dear Provost Dehayes and President Carothers,
 

I was saddened and disturbed to hear of the URI administration's order that the Fine Arts Center Galleries program be terminated. 
 

The breadth and significance of its offerings attracted artscope's eye to the FACG (artscope is a Boston based publication serving all of New England, with a readership of over 60,000).  In case you have not read our review of "CHINA seen by..." (November/December, 2007), I wanted to share with you a few comments from writer Sandy Lashin-Curewitz: "...we are confronted with a spectrum of techniques and commentary to explore as well as ideas to discover (in the exhibition).  As China moves with record speed on every front, whether from an artistic, historic or political point of view, 'CHINA seen by...' should serve as a launch pad for discussion and debate."  Surely you realize the value of an institution that ties together diverse academic realms and ushers in such dialogue.  Is there anything more in the spirit of higher education?
 

On another note, as the former manager of an academic gallery, I have a unique understanding of just what an asset you possess in Ms. Champa.  I can not tell you how floored I was, knowing what sort of program the FACG present, to discover that she has no full time staff and only limited part-time staff.  I do not know how she does what she does...but I know that if I were a university administrator, I would be trying to bottle her energy and dedication rather than disposing of it.
 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter.  I understand that you are facing difficult decisions and that this must pain you.  But as Ms. Champa has noted, the "bang for the buck" you receive here is quite amazing, and I hope that you will seek a creative solution.
 

Sincerely and respectfully,

Christy Woods
Associate Publisher
artscope magazine
