John Kotula

16 Amos Street

Peace Dale, Rhode Island 02879

(401) 783-0610

johnkotulapchn@yahoo.com
Donald H. DeHayes 

Provost and Vice Provost for Academic Affairs 

Green Hall 

University of Rhode Island 

Kingston 02881

Dear Provost DeHayes,


As an alumni and long time supporter of URI, I must register my strong objection to the decision to eliminate the position of Gallery Director at the Fine Arts Center.  Without question, Judith Tolnick Champa has distinguished herself in this position. However, far beyond her individual accomplishments, the position itself is essential to the environment of learning at URI. I could give many examples of ways in which the gallery has enriched learning for students and the community, but I’ll just give you one example that comes to mind. Three or four years ago, Judith arranged for the Rhode Island artist Ana Flores to present her exhibit Cuban Journal in the gallery. I suggest that a thoughtful viewing of this show had as much to teach about Hispanic culture, international studies, Cuban-American relations, the Cuban Diaspora, and politically informed art making as any course in the curriculum or any assigned textbook.


One further point: it is well established that the arts drive development. You are seriously underestimating the prestige and visibility that a first class gallery brings to the University. You are seriously underestimating the willing ness of alumni to continue to give support in the face of short sighted, ill-advised decision making. I urge you in the strongest terms to reverse your decision.

Yours truly,

[signed, John Kotula]
