Robert L. Carothers, President                                                                       June 10,2008

University of Rhode Island

Green Hall, 35 Campus Avenue

Kingston, RI  02881

Dear President Carrothers,

  Today I heard distressing news about what I believe is an imprudent plan to close The Galleries at URI and halt Great Performances.  Cost cutting the arts may seem like a fix to deal with an immediate shortage of funds; however, it is truly the poorest choice for the long-term needs of URI. Rhode Island is currently defining the path of its economic future using the arts as a catalyst, driving an important aspect of future economic growth in the state, and so one wonders why URI wouldn’t want to fully engage itself in that momentum.

  I hope you can allow URI to continue to use the arts to build important intellectual, cultural, and financial capital for the institution, because this is necessary to maintain a growth oriented university profile.

  The arts are useful for many reasons not the least of which is that higher education institutional ranking systems consider the total academic/cultural environment.  Cutting enrichment programs often translates into lower national ranking, which negatively affects the potential for income generated by out-of-state enrollment as well as impacting on the local applicant base.  Strip an educational institution of its cultural programming and it becomes a less compelling draw for future students and less interesting for contributors and benefactors as well.  Whatever the shortcomings of the state funding system in these troubled times the worst decision would be to abandon the galleries and performances. Art is an economic stimulus and the leading state institution should step up by continuing to engage the arts intelligently.

  Relevant for all students at URI, The Galleries at URI and Great Performances are important classrooms.  These are classroom laboratories for practical learning from which students expect to gain understanding of complex art fields and develop a better understanding of interdisciplinary relationships.  Today contemporary visual art, performance, music, science, mathematics, and engineering link in symbiosis, as our world advances each one inspires the other.

  The Galleries at URI and Great Performances are regularly mentioned in national and local media.  I am a longtime Rhode Island resident and an internationally recognized artist.  In 2005 sculptures of mine where shown in “Speaking Volumes”, curated by Judith Tolnick-Champa.  This exhibit was mentioned in the cultural pages of the “New York Times” more than once.  Articles were also written about the show in  “Art New England”, The Providence Journal”, “South County Independent” and “Mercury”.  It should be mentioned that Judith Tolnick-Champa’s curatorial skill consistently receives favorable press attention.  Her outreach is substantive, focused, and currently relieving the university of much more costly public relations expenditures.  I wonder whether you are fully aware of the scope of her outreach and expertise, which she has brought to your institution, and the respect she has in the arts community. Judith Tolnick-Champa has fundraised for URI by successfully applying for and receiving much grant funding.  She has also developed significant corporate support and generated considerable public interest, which has lead to private contributions to URI. Her administrative skill has consistently built capital for URI so that an income is realized through arts development.  

  Despite the deep money cuts in the state budget URI needs to see itself as a cultural wellspring for institutional survival.  With this letter I urge you to capitalize on the resource of The Galleries at URI and Great Performances, which you have in place, as these will help the university meet the challenges of it’s future. 

Sincerely,

Suzanne Volmer

25 Livingston Street

Lincoln, RI  02865

