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Art is the Anchor 
Jtme 12, 2008 

The Honorable Robert L. Carothers 
President 
University of Rhode Island 
Green Hall 
35 Campus Avenue 
Kingston, RI 02881-1303 

Dear Dr, Carothers: 

I am writing to express concern that the University of Rhode Island has 
withdrawn its support for two important University programs, the Fine Arts 
Center Galleries at URI and the Great Performances series, and has eliminated the 
positions of the two fine people who manage these programs, Judith Tolnick 
Champa and Roxana Tourigny. 

I understand the financial challenges the University faces, and the need to make 
significant and painful cuts in response to the state's fiscal crisis. I also respect 
how difficult it must have been for Dean Brownell to identify these two specific 
programs for elimination: I know Dr. Brownell to be committed to the role the 
University plays in connection to the broader Rhode Island community. 

But I must challenge the rationale in the URI statement that these programs only 
provide "enrichment to the University and the wider community," and that their 
elimination would not affect the University's curriculum in undergraduate and 
graduate programs. I believe that these programs are an integral part of the 
curriculum in the visual and performing arts degree programs at URL and, as 
was attested to in a meeting held on campus this week, they play an important 
inter-disciplinary role for the University at-large. Professionally-curated and 
managed performing and visual arts programs like the ones being eliminated at 
URI are of proven value, in exposing students to diverse voices as they form their 
own aesthetic, and in helping students and teachers use the arts as a bridge to 
understanding in the natural and physical sciences, philosophy, and other areas 
of study. 
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In addition, one cannot overestimate the role that college and university 
campuses playas cultural centers, particularly in less urban areas of our country. 
A well-run and well-supported visual or performing arts series can serve as the 
nexus between campus and community, and in many ways it is the single most 
valuable relationship that exists between a coUege or university and its environs. 

I recognize that we live in challenging times, and difficult financial decisions 
need to be made by all agencies of state government. I respect the role that you 
and your colleagues play in determining which of the many valuable programs 
and initiatives of the University must be sacrificed to meet a shrinking allocation. 

I believe, however, that this decision should be reconsidered because it will have 
an adverse affect on the University's educational mission and its relationship to 
its community. I hope you and your colleagues will restore the Fine Arts Center 
Galleries and the Great Performances series, and reinstate the positions of the 
professionals who have been running these important programs. 

Randall Rosenbaum 
Executive Director 

cc:	 Donald H. DeHayes, Provost 
Dr. Winifred Brownell, Dean, College of Arts & Sciences 
The Honorable Robert A. Weygand, Vice President for Administration 
Tom Zorabedian, URI Foundation 
Christopher McMahan, Chairman, RI State Council on the Arts 
Carrie Zaslow, Vice Chairman, RI State Council on the Arts 


