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In addition, one cannot overestimate the role that college and university
campuses play as cultural centers, particularly in less urban areas of our country.
A well-run and well-supported visual or performing arts series can serve as the
nexus between campus and community, and in many ways it is the single most
valuable relationship that exists between a college or university and its environs.

[ recognize that we live in challenging times, and difficult financial decisions
need to be made by all agencies of state government. I respect the role that you
and your colleagues play in determining which of the many valuable programs
and initiatives of the University must be sacrificed to meet a shrinking allocation.

I believe, however, that this decision should be reconsidered because it will have
an adverse affect on the University’s educational mission and its relationship to
its community. I hope you and your colleagues will restore the Fine Arts Center
Galleries and the Great Performances series, and reinstate the positions of the
professionals who have been running these important programs.

Sincerely,

d

Randall Rosenbaum
Executive Director

cc:  Donald H. DeHayes, Provost
Dr. Winifred Brownell, Dean, College of Arts & Sciences
The Honorable Robert A. Weygand, Vice President for Administration
Tom Zorabedian, URI Foundation
Christopher McMahan, Chairman, RI State Council on the Arts
Carrie Zaslow, Vice Chairman, RI State Council on the Arts




