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URIGs Place as a Rhode Island Research Provider

Rhode Islandds thirteen technical institutes, colleges, and universities offer high
quality, often distinctive, training for the modern workforce, producing some 15,000
graduates annually. Of these 13, only the two research universitiesd Brown and
the University of Rhode Islandd produce scientists and engineers, and leading-
edge new-economy technicians and entrepreneurs. They are our best source for
new ideas and inventions upon which to build the new businesses and jobs which
are critical to our economic development and the future of our state.

Rhode Islandds two research universities are different. Brown is private. It has
a $1.5billion endowment. While Brown research may ultimately lead to public
good, that is not inherently the prime function of research in a private university.
URI is public. Its endowment is $0.06 billion. As a state and federally supported
Institution, it is ultimately accountable to the taxpayer for its research. As Rhode
Islandds only public research university, URI must serve as the robust and consistent
provider of research and technical outreach that Rhode Island needs for economic
growth and prosperity.



Factors Affecting the Strength of URI Research
The ability of URI to serve as Rhode Islands public research
university is affected by leadership, competitive edges among
the faculty, and availability of institutional, industrial, private
foundation, federal, and state funds.

Federal Funds

The federal devcit of the 19700s and 19800s eased in the late
19900s, due to a combination of general economic health and
restrictive government spending. Although the government
Is now technically in a surplus, that surplus is quite small
after accounting for the social security component (yg. 1).

Efforts to keep the budget trim constrain the relatively small
portion of the federal budget that is available for discretionary
spending. Major federal research and development agency
budgets are projected to be pat through 2005 (yg. 2).
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Fig. 1. Federal deycit/surplus in constant (1996) dollars, 1971 to 2005.
Bars include social security revenue; lines do not (Source: US Budget
Historical Tables)
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Fig. 2. Projected reseach and development budgets of seven federal agen-
cies, 2000 to 2005 (Source: AAAS, based on agency estimates).



National Trends

Nationally, funds available for academic research doubled
from the early 19800s to 1998. Growth in federal funds is
expected to slow through 2005. Federal funds support about
55% of total academic research expenditures nationally, with
5/6"™ of this coming from three agenciesd the National Insti-
tutes for Health (NIH, 58% of the federal total), the National
Science Foundation (NSF, 15%), and the Department of De-
fence (DOD, 10%). The portions of research expenditures
from institutional funds and from industry have grown slowly
but steadily since the 19800s (yg. 3).

State, Institution, Industry, and Private Funds

Most of URIés research funds come from federal and state
governments. In the 19800s, a small portion of URIds fund-
Ing came from industry or foundations. Institutional support
for research peaked in 1990, and fell to 12.5% of the peak
by 1998 (yg. 4). Research expenditures in 1998 were ap-
proximately the same as in the early 19800s.
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Figure 3. Total academic research expenditures in the US by funding
source, in constant (1996) dollars, 1972 to 1998. Source: NSF, WebCas-
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Figure 4. Total research expenditures at URI by funding source, in constant
(1996) dollars, 1972 to 1998. Source: NSF WebCaspar.






