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URIôs Place as a Rhode Island Research Provider
Rhode Islandôs thirteen technical institutes, colleges, and uni ver si ties offer high 
qual i ty, often distinctive, training for the modern workforce, pro duc ing some 15,000 
grad u ates annually.  Of these 13, only the two re search universities ðBrown and 
the Uni ver si ty of Rhode Islandð produce sci en tists and en gi neers, and lead ing-
edge new-econ o my tech ni cians and en tre pre neurs.  They are our best source for 
new ideas and inventions upon which to build the new busi ness es and jobs which 
are critical to our eco nom ic de vel op ment and the future of our state.  

Rhode Islandôs two research universities are different.  Brown is private.  It has 
a $1.5bil lion endowment.  While Brown re search may ul ti mate ly lead to public 
good, that is not in her ent ly the prime function of research in a pri vate university.   
URI is public.  Its endowment is $0.06 billion.  As a state and fed er al ly sup port ed 
in sti tu tion, it is ul ti mate ly ac count able to the taxpayer for its research.  As Rhode 
Is landôs only public re search uni ver si ty, URI must serve as the ro bust and con sis tent 
pro vid er of re search and tech ni cal out reach that Rhode Island needs for eco nom ic 
growth and pros per i ty.
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 i cal Technology

The University of  Rhode Island



Factors Affecting the Strength of URI Re search
The ability of URI to serve as Rhode Islandôs public research 
uni ver si ty is affected by leadership, competitive edges among 
the fac ul ty, and availability of in sti tu tion al, in dus tri al, pri vate 
foun da tion, fed er al, and state funds.

Federal Funds
The federal deý cit of the 1970ôs and 1980ôs eased in the late 
1990ôs, due to a com bi na tion of general economic health and 
restrictive government spending.  Although the government 
is now tech ni cal ly in a surplus, that surplus is quite small 
after ac count ing for the social security component (ý g. 1).  

Efforts to keep the budget trim constrain the relatively small 
por tion of the federal budget that is available for dis cre tion ary 
spend ing.   Major federal research and de vel op ment agen cy 
bud gets are projected to be þ at through 2005 (ý g. 2). 

Fig. 1.  Federal deý cit/surplus in constant (1996) dollars, 1971 to 2005.   
Bars include social security revenue; lines do not (Source:  US Budget 
Historical Ta bles)   

Fig. 2.  Projected reseach and development budgets of seven federal agen-
 cies, 2000 to 2005 (Source:   AAAS, based on agency estimates).   



National Trends
Nationally, funds available for academic re search doubled 
from the early 1980ôs to 1998.  Growth in fed er al funds is 
ex pect ed to slow through 2005.  Federal funds support about 
55% of total ac a dem ic re search expenditures na tion al ly, with 
5/6ths of this com ing from three agen ciesðthe Na tion al In sti -
tutes for Health (NIH, 58% of the federal total), the Na tion al 
Sci ence Foun da tion (NSF, 15%), and the De part ment of De-
 fence (DOD, 10%).   The por tions of re search ex pen di tures 
from in sti tu tion al funds and from in dus try have grown slowly 
but steadily since the 1980ôs (ý g. 3).

State, Institution, Industry, and Private Funds
Most of URIôs research funds come from federal and state 
gov ern ments.  In the 1980ôs, a small por tion of URIôs fund-
ing came from in dus try or foun da tions.  Institutional support 
for re search peaked in 1990, and fell to 12.5% of the peak 
by 1998 (ý g. 4).   Research expenditures in 1998 were ap-
proximately the same as in the early 1980ôs.

Figure 4.  Total research expenditures at URI  by funding source, in con stant 
(1996) dollars, 1972 to 1998.  Source:  NSF WebCaspar.

Figure 3.  Total academic research expenditures in the US  by funding 
source, in con stant (1996) dollars, 1972 to 1998.  Source:  NSF, WebCas-




