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Associate Professor of Communication Studies

University Of Rhode Island 

206 Davis Hall

Kingston, RI 02879

401 874-4726

mailto:kmc8433u@postoffice.uri.edu
Ph.D. Speech Communication (December 1992) The Pennsylvania State University Dissertation: "The Denominational Ministry Strategy:  A Rhetorical Study of the Public Sphere."

M.A. Speech Communication (May 1987) The University of Maine Thesis: "The Rhetorical Dimensions of the Nazi Movement (1919-1933):  An Historical Analysis."

B.S. History and Speech Communication (May 1982) The State University of New York at Brockport

Instruction at URI: Rhetorical Theory, Persuasion, Propaganda, Introduction to Communication Studies, Ethics of Persuasion, Public Speaking, and Rhetorical Criticism.

Scholarly Interests: My scholarly activities are primarily focused on analyzing discursive events in order to account for the potential influence and impact that discursive events may have politically, socially, or culturally.  More specifically, my activities involve developing and extending critical rhetorical theories and methodologies for analyzing the dynamics of socio-cultural discourse with the intent of exploring the utility and extending and refining the applicability of those theories and methodologies.
Publications and Submissions:

McClure, K. (Under Review, Spring 2008).  Resurrecting the Narrative Paradigm: Identification and the Case of Young Earth Creationism. Rhetoric Society Quarterly.
McClure, K. & Cabral, K. (Under Review, Spring 2008) Clarifying Ambiguity and the Undecidable: A Comparison in Burkean and Derridian Thought. Qualitative Research Reports in Communication. (Regional Journal).
Anderson, F., King, A., & McClure, K. (2005).  Kenneth Burke’s Dramatistic Criticism, In James Kuypers (Ed.), The Art of Rhetorical Criticism (pp. 162-185). Boston, MA: Allyn/Bacon. 
McClure, K. & McClure, L. (2001).  Postmodern Parody: Zelig and the Rhetorical Subversion of Documentary Form.  Qualitative Research Reports in Communication, 2, 1-8.

McClure, K. (2001).  Unconsoled: A Genre Analysis of the Eulogy of Princess Diana.  In J. Gregory Payne (Ed.), An Era of Celebrity and Spectacle: The Global Rhetorical Phenomenon of the Death of Princess Diana.  Boston: Emerson College.  

McClure, K. (2000).  Fredrick Douglass’s Use of Comparison in his Fourth of July Oration: A Textual Criticism.  Western Journal of Communication, 64, 425-444.

McClure, K. (1996).  The Institutional Subordination of Contested Issues:  The Case of Pittsburgh's Steelworkers and Ministers.  Communication Quarterly, 44, 487-501.

McClure, K. (1995).  [Review of  David Jasper,  Rhetoric, Power and Community:  An Exercise in Reserve].  Quarterly Journal of Speech, 81, 527-28.

McClure, K. (1994).  [Review of Bruce Robbins (Ed.), The Phantom Public Sphere].  Communication Quarterly, 42, 206-207. 

McClure, K. (1991). Literacy's Influences on the Development of Philosophical and Rhetorical Thought.  The Speech Communication Annual, 5, 59-72.

Current Work In Progress:

Anderson, F. & McClure, K. Theorizing a Mortification Mechanism:  Redemptive Identification in Edward M. Kennedy's 1980 Presidential Primary Campaign. To be submitted to Qualitative Research Reports in Communication.  
McClure, K. The Rhetoric of Disaster: Emergent Publics in the 1993 ‘Great Flood’ of the Mississippi. (Journal Length Article). 
McClure, K. The Implications of Postmodernism for Contemporary Rhetorical Theory. (Journal Length Article)
McClure, K. Rhetorics of Disaster (Book Length Project).

Grants:

Awarded a URI Foundation Grant for research on:  "A Rhetoric of Disaster: The Great Flood of 1993." (March, 1997).
Representative Conference Papers:
McClure, K. (November, 2005). The Rhetoric of Disaster: Emergent Publics in the 1993 ‘Great Flood’ of the Mississippi. Paper presented at the National Communication Association Annual Conference.  Boston, MA. 

McClure, K. (May, 2004). Burkean Concepts that Provide Equipment for Living in These Troubled Times.  Symposium Presentation presented at the Annual Eastern Communication Association Convention. Boston, MA.

McClure, K.  (May 2002). Conceptualizing Identification in Narrative Theory: Aligning Secular and Scared Narratives in Reagan's 1984 Campaign Film.  Paper presented at the 10th Biennial Conference of the Rhetoric Society of America.  Las Vegas, NV.

McClure, K. & McClure, L. (April, 2001).  A Rhetoric of Postmodern Aesthetic Practice.  Paper presented at the Annual Eastern Communication Association Convention. Portland, ME.

McClure, K. (October, 2000). Unconsoled: The Eulogy of Princess Diana.  Paper presented at the Annual International Celebrity and Spectacle Conference.  Boston: Emerson College.  

McClure, K. (May, 1999).  Dialectic and Rhetoric in Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance: Exploring Logos as an Alternative to Quality.  Paper presented at the Annual Eastern Communication Association Convention. Charleston, WV.

McClure, K.  (October, 1998).  Dialectic and Rhetoric in Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance: The Definitional Process and the Subordination of the Good.  Paper presented at the Annual Rhetoric and Public Address Convention of the Eastern Communication Association. Montecello, NY.

McClure, K. & Anderson, F. (1998, May).  Teddy Agonistes:  Redemptive Identification in Edward M. Kennedy's 1980 Presidential Primary Campaign.  Paper presented at the Annual Eastern Communication Convention. Saratoga, NY.

McClure, K.  (September, 1997). Narrative Alignment:  Visions of the Sacred in Reagan's 1984 Campaign Film" Paper presented at the 20th Annual 
Rhetoric and Public Address Convention of the Eastern Communication Association. Montecello, N.Y.

McClure, K. (April, 1997). Postmodernism and Rhetorical Theory.  Paper presented at the Annual Eastern Communication Association Annual Convention.  Baltimore, MD.

McClure, K. (April, 1996). Thesis and Antithesis in Frederick Douglass' 1852 Fourth of July Oration.  Paper presented at the Annual Eastern Communication Association Annual Convention. New York, NY.

McClure, K. (April, 1994). Steelworkers and Ministers: The Rhetoric of Labor in a Counterpublic Sphere. Paper presented at the Annual Southern States Speech Communication Annual Conference. Norfolk, VA,

Editorial Activities:

Editorial Board. For Communication Quarterly. (Spring 2004-Present)

Editorial Board. For Communication Studies (Spring 2005)
Invited Reviewer. For Western Journal of Communication. (Spring 2003) 

Noteworthy Extramural Service:

Chair. Elected Chair of the Kenneth Burke Interest Group of the Eastern Communication Association.  Responsible for developing bylaws for the newly founded Interest Group and for soliciting, organizing and selecting papers for program offerings at the 2003 and 2004 Eastern Communication Association Annual Conventions, Washington, D.C. & Boston, MA. (2003-2004).

ECA Executive Council Member.  Elected as Kenneth Burke Interest Group’s representative to the Eastern Communication Association’s Executive Council (May 2003-May 2004).

ECA Executive Council Member.  Elected as Rhetoric and Public Address Division’s representative to the Eastern Communication Association’s Executive Council (April 1999-May 2001).

Chair.  Elected Chair of the Rhetoric and Public Address Division of the Eastern Communication Association.  Responsible for soliciting, organizing and selecting papers for the Rhetoric and Public Address Fall Conference and in the selection and organization of programs offerings in Rhetoric and Public Address at the 1999 Eastern Communication Association's Annual Convention  (April 1998-April 1999).  

Secretary.  Elected as Secretary of the Rhetoric and Public Address Division of the Eastern Communication Association.  Responsibilities include keeping minutes at annual meeting of Rhetoric and Public Address Division of ECA, assisting in the organization of the Rhetoric and Public Address Fall Conference, and in the selection and organization of programs at the 1998 Eastern Communication Association's Annual Convention, Saratoga, NY (April 1997-April 1998).  

Noteworthy Intramural Service:

Graduate Program Director.  Charged with administering and over-seeing the daily activities associate with the Master’s degree program in Communication Studies.  Responsibilities include scheduling and assigning faculty, advising, managing degree requirement audits, the daily affairs of the program, and chairing the Graduate Advisory Committee, which has immediate oversight of the program.  (Spring 2005-Present).
Committee Member. Elected to a three year term on the Graduate Council. I have served on the Curriculum Committee, New Programs Committee, Graduate Manual, and the  Nominating Committee.  I participated in review of all new program proposals, curriculum proposals and modifications to graduate curriculum of the university and sit on the graduate subcommittee for the College of Arts and Sciences. The Graduate Manual committee worked on a revision to the graduate manual. On the nominating committee, I participated in assigning members of the Graduate Council to committees. (Fall 2006-Present)
Chair Public Communication Curriculum Committee (2001-present) I have the responsibility of examining and recommending a number of changes to the Communication Studies curriculum in Public Communication.
Chair Search Committee (Spring 2007). Served as the chair of a search committee in Communication Studies for a tenure-track Assistant Professor in Media.  The search was successful and a candidate (Dr. Lu Wei) was hired for the fall 2007 academic year.
Committee Member.  Member of Faculty Senate University College and General Education Committee (English Communication Working Group).  Charged with crafting requirements, guidelines and integrated skills for the English Communication core area of the University General Education Requirements (Spring and Summer 2002).

Presenter.  Presented workshop on teaching communication skills across the discipline at University workshop for the new integrated skills of the General Education Requirements (Summer 2002).

Faculty Senate.  Elected as a representative for the College of Arts and Sciences to The 
University of Rhode Island Faculty Senate.  (January 1998–May 2000).

Committee Member.  Faculty Senate Committee on Teaching Effectiveness. (September 1999-May 2000).

Committee Member.  Member of Graduate Studies Advisory Committee.  Charged with overseeing, examining and recommending changes to the Masters Degree program in Communication Studies (Fall 2001-Present).

Committee Chair.  Appointed chair of the Communication Studies Public Communication Curriculum Committee. Charged with examining and recommending changes to the Communication Studies curriculum in Public Communication (March 2001-Present).

Faculty Sponsor.  Developed graduate student panel of academic papers, solicited funding, and accompanied students to present papers at the Annual Conference of the Eastern Communication Association, Portland, ME (2001).
