Welcome to Communication 100:

Communication Fundamentals
“The students in our classrooms are infinitely more significant than the subject matter we teach them”   - Meladie McCarty

Instructor: Kristine Cabral
E-mail: cabral@uri.edu (emergency purposes only)
Office Hours: Monday 2-4 
Office: Davis Hall 4th floor, room 405

Phone: 874- 9413
Required Materials:

Text: Communication Fundamentals: Department of Communication Studies. University of Rhode Island

(Along with the textbook, students should purchase a stapler, notebook, and a folder in which to keep all coursework.) 

Course Description: This course provides students with theoretical background and practical experience in the basics of human communication. Com 100 is designed to promote both an understanding of theories about human communication, and also, provide opportunity to develop practical skills that will enhance students’ ability to become more competent communicators. Com 100 integrates an understanding of the differences between and among people, and explores how these differences shape identities and communication styles. Ultimately, the primary goal of this course is to improve your ability to create and share meaning in a variety of contexts. This course will examine three particular contexts: the public context, interpersonal context, and small group context. 

Course Objectives:

1. Develop a better understanding of the breadth and depth of the Communication discipline.

2. Understand the process and definition of communication 

3. Understand the (symbolic) nature of language

4. Understand communication’s role in the development of “Self”

5. Recognize the effect of perception on interaction

6. Develop an awareness and appreciation of human difference and the influence culture has on these differences

7. Understand the listening process and how to improve your listening skills

8. Understand the role of self-disclosure and conflict within interpersonal contexts

9. Develop and practice public speaking skills

10. Conduct research necessary for public presentations

11. Learn how to organize and outline a speech

12. Understand and apply small group communication theory  

Course requirements:

Three Exams  

Exam  1 (15%)– multiple choice (covering chapters 1,2,3,5) 

Exam 2 (15%) – multiple choice – (chapters 4,6,8,9 )

Exam 3 (15%) – multiple choice (chapters 14-17)
Interpersonal Project (15%) – 4-5 page paper (12 point Times New Roman font, double-spaced) applying interpersonal concepts to your own life or a film of your choosing (the film must be approved by the instructor). Your grade will be assessed based on the breadth and depth of your analysis. Specific details regarding the assignment will come as the semester progresses.

Informative Speech (25%) – 6-7 minute speech which discusses a topic of social significance (I will assign potential speech topics. Each individual will get to decide what topic s/he researches but all speakers will focus their presentation on some form of human rights violations occurring throughout the world). Specific details regarding the assignment will come as the semester progresses.

Small Group Project (10%) – For this assignment, we will engage in a small group communication activity. Then, using chapters 10&11 you will analyze and apply small group theory and concepts to your interactions. 

Homework and Review Questions (5%): There will be several short homework assignments and chapter review questions will be checked each week.

Attendance Policy: Students are allowed 3 absences without penalty. This absence includes undocumented illness, funerals, court dates, and other personal reasons. Additional absences without proper documentation will result in the following grade penalties: 

4 absences = final grade reduced by 5 points

5 absences = final grade reduced by 7 points 

6 absences = final grade reduced  by 10 points

7 absences = final grade reduced by 15 points

If you miss more than 8 classes (even with documentation) you cannot pass this course

Late Policy: Class starts on the hour. Everyone should be ready to begin class at that time. Being late more than twice will begin to count as absences
Please note: If you are interested in becoming a Communication Studies major you must earn a B- or better in this course in order to join the major.

Academic Integrity: Academic Integrity is the pursuit of scholarly activity free from fraud and deception and is the educational demand of this institution. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to: plagiarism, fabrication of information, submitting the work of another person, tampering with the work of another student, and use of unauthorized exam “aids.” I find cheating abhorrent and inexcusable. Any student found engaging in acts of dishonesty will fail this course (no second chances). “The enduring impact of our choices is not what we get but what we become.”
Student Disability Services: If any student has a learning and/or physical disability, and may require special assistance, please do not hesitate to meet with me. I will make every effort to accommodate your needs. For additional assistance, contact the office of Student with Disability Services at 874-2098 

Counseling Center: Many students experience personal difficulties throughout the course of the semester. If you are experiencing a personal crisis, please reach out to the counseling center at 874-2288 (Roosevelt Hall). 

Student Expectations:

E-mail policy: e-mail exchanges should be a last resort not a first choice of communication.  If you miss a class do not e-mail me and ask, “What did I miss today?” I do not have time to respond to e-mails highlighting all that we covered that day. 

Please see me after class or during office hours when you have questions or concerns about assignments. 

If you miss class the day of an exam or when a major assignment is due, you must have a documented reason for not attending the class (i.e. Dr’s note, obituary, AAA receipt, etc.). I am under no obligation to allow you to make up work. If you are allowed to make up the assignment, 30 points will be deducted from the grade.

WebCt will be an important component of this course. You will find important resources there. Also, all guidelines for major assignments are uploaded on WebCt; you are responsible for printing them out and bringing them to class

Student Preparedness: I trust that students are here to participate in the learning process with me. This means students must take an active role in their own education. You should have the text reading complete for the day we plan to discuss it and each of you should bring thoughtful questions, comments, and critiques to each class discussion. 

Respect: This being a course designed to help you build communication competence, I ask that you do not engage in the following behaviors: disrespectful speech directed toward myself or classmates, nonverbal behavior revealing blatant disinterest for the course--this includes cell phone use (I will not tolerate text messaging in our classroom).

Grades: If you have a concern regarding a particular grade, you must wait 48 hours and then make an appointment with me during office hours to discuss it. I will not address grade concerns during or after class or via e-mail.

Keep ALL of your coursework until you receive your final grade--this will ensure speedy resolution regarding any grade discrepancies. Grade distribution is as follows:

94-100 = A       79-77 = C+

90-93 = A-        76-73 = C

87-89 = B+       72-70 = C-

86-84 = B         69-67 = D+

83-80 = B-        66-60 = D
Fall 08 (Tentative) Weekly Schedule
_______________________________________________________________________

Week 1  

9/3  Course introduction
9/5  What is the study of Communication?

________________________________________________________________________

Week 2  
9/8    Discussion from 9/5 cont.

9/10  Chapter 1 (have review questions for chapter 1 complete)
9/12  Chapter 1

_______________________________________________________________________

Week 3  
9/15   no class

9/17  Chapter 1 & 5 (have review questions for chapter 5 complete)

9/19  Chapter 5

_______________________________________________________________________

Week 4 
9/22   Chapter 5

9/24   Chapter 5 & 3

9/26   chapter 3 (have review questions for chapter 3 complete)

_________________________________________________________

Week 5  
9/29 Chapter 3

10/1 Chapter 3

10/3 chapter 2 (review questions for chapter 2 complete)

________________________________________________________________________

Week 6  

10/6  chapter 2 

10/8  Exam 1 (chapters 1,2,3,5)

10/10 chapter 4 (For next week: should print out and read guidelines for the upcoming interpersonal paper. Guidelines found on WebCt)

________________________________________________________________________

Week 7 
10/13 no class 

10/15 Chapter 4 (review questions for chapter 4 complete)

10/17 Chapter 4 

_______________________________________________________________________
Week 8 
10/20 chapter 8  (review questions for chapter 8 complete)

10/22 chapter 8 

10/24 chapter 8 Interpersonal Paper Due

________________________________________________________________________
Week 9

10/27  chapter 9 (review questions for chapter 9 complete)
10/29  Exam 2  (chapters 4,6,8,9)

10/31  Begin Public Speaking – topic selection & chapter 14

_______________________________________________________________________

Week 10 for this week: 
11/3 chapter 14 &15 (review questions for chapter 14 complete)

11/5 computer lab

11/7 chapter 15 cont. (review questions for chapter 15 complete)

________________________________________________________________________

Week 11  

11/10  Chapter 16

11/14  chapter 16 (review questions for chapter 16 complete)

________________________________________________________________________

Week 12 
11/17  chapter 16 & 17 (review questions for chapter 17 complete)
11/19  cover speech guidelines/tie up loose ends
11/21  Exam 3 (chapters 14-17)
Week 13

11/24 Presentations 
11/26 Presentations

11/28 no class

_______________________________________________________________________

Week 14

12/1 Presentations
12/3 Presentations

12/5 Presentations
________________________________________________________________________

12/8 Last class – Group Work
FINAL GROUP PROJECT: 

9:00 class: Friday Dec. 12th  8-11 (in our classroom)

10:00 class: Friday Dec. 19th  11:30-2:30 (in our classroom)

11:00 class: Friday Dec. 12th 11:30-2:30  (in our classroom) 

