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Philosophy

“If love is deep, much can be accomplished.” These words from Shinichi Suzuki,

founder of the Suzuki method, provide powerful insight into the man, the

philosophy, and the method.


The Suzuki philosophy embraces the belief that all children have great

potential and that their abilities can be developed best by making use of that

learning process which is universally most natural to all children- the Mother

Tongue approach. The Suzuki method of musical instruction parallels virtually

without modification the same course that the child experiences from infancy

in the learning of his language skills.


The Suzuki method, also called Talent Education, is based upon certain

fundamental ideas:


1. Early beginning. It is believed that the ability of a child to learn by

aural means is strongest from birth to age seven.


2. Listening. Listening is considered the most important part of the Suzuki

method. Recordings of the literature the Suzuki students are to learn are

played repeatedly in their homes. The children absorb unconsciously the

language of music just as they absorb the sounds of their mother tongue.


3. Reading. A child enters grade school with a large vocabulary of speech but

minimal reading skills. In the Suzuki method, the student’s begin performing

pieces they could not possibly read. Reading performed music is initially

delayed until the child’s aural and basic keyboard skills are established.

However, music reading is being taught simultaneously in the group class and

students are reading performed music by Book II.


4. Psychology. Dr. Suzuki’s method based on love and concern for the child

focuses on a non-judgmental approach with great emphasis on positive

reinforcement.


5. One-Step-At-A-Time. Each step, no matter how small, is to be mastered

before continuing to the next step.


6. Repertoire. Repertoire is continually maintained. Through repetition of

pieces, old skills can be strengthened, new skills can be gained, and fluidity

is accomplished.


7. Parental involvement. Suzuki parents are an integral part of a Suzuki

program. Their role is two-fold: 1) to attend the lessons in order to learn

and model from the teacher; and 2) to provide the proper home environment of

supervising the practice and seeing that the listening is done.


8. Group involvement. The presence of peers provides unequalled motivation

for the students. Performance, reading, theory, and musical enrichment are but

a few of the concepts introduced in this fun, friendly atmosphere of learning.

Group classes provide an opportunity for ensemble and camaraderie otherwise

absent from instruction at this age for this mostly solitary instrument.





PARENTAL ROLE

Required Books to Read Before Lessons Begin

One of the following:

   Nurtured by Love, by Shinichi Suzuki.

   Ability from Age Zero, by Shinichi Suzuki.

Optional:

   To Learn With Love, A Companion for Suzuki Parents, by William and

Constance Starr.

To be purchased:

Suzuki Piano Book I and CD or cassette tape.

Responsibilities of Parent

In the Lesson:


1. Attendance. The designated parent must attend all weekly lessons. A

substitute parent (Team B) is occasionally allowed. They must observe the

following practices as well.


2. Note-Taking. A specific notebook, as well as the lesson book, should be

brought to every lesson. Similarly, it is recommended that the parent bring a

cassette tape to each lesson for aural assignments.


3. Modeling. The parent is to use the lesson as a means of learning to model

after the teacher in the home practice.


4. Attention. The parent is asked to sit in a chair provided for them so that

they can see the lesson to their best advantage. It is requested that

babysitting is arranged for younger siblings.


5. Discipline. Parents are asked to let the instructor handle any necessary

discipline.

In the Home:


1. Listening. To begin, an hour a day of passive listening is mandatory,

focusing on the current working pieces. Meals, bedtime, quiet play time, and

time in the car are a few suggestions for when this could occur.


2. Practice. Make practice a daily routine. Several short practices a day

rather than one long session is encouraged in the beginning. Focus on one

point at a time using notes and lesson tapes as a guide. Praise is

all-important.

Group Classes:


1. Attendance. The designated parent must attend all weekly group classes.


2. Attention. Parents are consistently involved in group activities. Siblings 

are allowed to attend, provided they do not constantly distract the

parent or disrupt the class.

Business Policies:

Lessons and classes follow the policies of the URI Preparatory Program with

the following addition pertaining to absences:


a. Missed group classes cannot be made-up.

“Character first, then ability.”   - Shinichi Suzuki


The Suzuki Triangle
Student






Parent
     Instructor
The parent is actively involved: Daily at home, weekly in the private lesson, and weekly in the 45 minute group lesson

Suzuki study is not just music lessons, it is music education.

When?  Group class meets on Mondays at 5:30 in the Fine Arts Center concert hall. Individual lessons are schedule by the instructor. Daytime lessons are available.

Do I need a piano or is a keyboard OK? 

The student must have daily access to an adequate instrument ie: a maintained acoustic piano or acceptable touch-sensitive electric keyboard with a pedal output.

To register for Suzuki piano:

· Observe a group lesson AND an individual lesson
· Discuss available time slots with the instructor and register for lessons 
· Read Suzuki  materials
