Annual Report Women’s Studies Program at URI
The highlight of 2004-2005 was our celebration of the 25th anniversary of WMS as a major at URI. This event served to:

· Highlight our achievements and celebrate our history with a library exhibit in March
· Generate a good deal of publicity for the program, with the help of Jan Wenzel in the News Bureau.

· Bring current students, alumnae/i, and  current and emeritae/i faculty, and affiliated staff together for a celebratory dinner on April 16 at the University Club. A reception beforehand at the Women’s Center showcased the new home of the Women’s Center.

· Raise about $8000. for the WMS Program. 

Other innovations for 2004-2005 academic year include:

· Development of a WMS student resource room in Roosevelt Hall. This was a project undertaken by a WMS major. The room contains 2 computers, 1 with internet access, a small sofa, a cork board, a white board, a conference table and chairs, and a large screen VCR/DVD player.
· Start of a WMS student advisory board. Our first meeting was an organizational one. Students will be invited to join the board to meet informally with faculty and other students, and to participate in planning and publicizing events and programs.
· Listing affiliated WMS faculty listing in the URI 2004-2005 Catalog

· Listing courses from other departments approved by WMS  under the course listings in the URI 2004-2005 catalog.
· Updating the WMS web page to match the new URI web page template. The pages are more colorful. The home page features upcoming events. Other pages include:

· information and application forms for scholarships

· course schedule information
· links to other relevant information. 

The page was designed so that the Director and other faculty and students can easily update it. www.uri.edu/artsci/wms 

Majors and Minors

In  2004-2005 the WMS Program had 29 majors and double majors. Of these, 4 graduated in May 2005; two are scheduled to graduate in August 2005, and 2 to graduate in December 2006. We have twenty declared minors (the number of minors is an approximation, as many students do not declare a minor until their last semester at URI.    
Awards in 2004-2005

Faculty awards:
Professor Kat Quina, Professor of Psychology and WMS won the Florence Denmark Distinguished Mentoring Award from the Association for Women in Psychology.

Our lecturer, Donna Bickford, and one of our adjuncts, Jody Lisberger, were nominated by their students for the Teaching Excellence Award. 

(Rules changed so that non-tenure track faculty became ineligible for these awards).

Emerita Faculty Award:

Greta Cohen received The Honor Award from the National Association for Girls & Women in Sport (NAGWS) for her lifetime commitment to the role of women in sport and efforts to achieve equality. They cite her research, teaching, coaching, and political activism. The Honor Award is the most prestigious award presented by NAGWS. It was presented to her at the National Covention of the American Alliance of Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance (AAHPERD) in Chicago, IL in April, 2005.
 
Student awards:

Our top senior, Corin Tasso, was awarded the President’s Excellence Award in WMS. 
Carlson single Mothers Scholarship:

Part of the bequest of Eleanor M. Carlson is a full tuition scholarship for a single mother with good academic standing. The following students were awarded this scholarship and will receive the money for the 2005-06 academic year:

Kimberly Andrade, Sandra Berard, Debra Lewis,  Eileen Ottaviani, and Lynn Prentiss  

A WMS minor, Nicole Souza, received the President’s Excellence Award  in English.

The Mother Jones Scholarship winners are: Allison Cone and Nicole Souza.

The Eleanor Carlson Award recognizes students who are active in the WMS Program and in community service. This year the award was given to two graduating majors, Colleen Kenyon and Heather Kinlin. 
The Patricia Farnes Essay Contest Prize of $100.  is awarded to the author of the best essay on feminist scholarship. The Prize this year was given to Amy Tibbetts for an essay on Pocahontas.  

Department Activities: 
Speakers:

Eleanor M. And Oscar M. Carlson  Women’s Studies Lecture—Anuradha Mittal, co-sponsored by the Honors Colloquium., “The New Human Rights Movement: Linking Ecology with Equity.” September 28, 2004
Fredrika Wild Schweers Memorial Lecture---Judy Norsigian, co-author of the influential book on women’s health, Our Bodies, Ourselves, spoke on “The Media and Women’s Health: Sorting Fact from Fiction.”

Population Institute: Werner Fornos – “Investing in Women: Poverty Alleviation” November 18, 2004.
Gay Marriage: Reverend Richelle Russell spoke on "Gay Marriage: It's Political, Religious and Personal" on October 6 in the Galanti Lounge, URI Library
Dana Shugar Colloquium:

· Lisa Bowleg “Oppression Embodied: Women, Ethnicity, Class and HIV/AIDS”  February 1, 2005
· Kathleen Torrens  “The Spaces Between: Transforming Heteronormativity with the Indigo Girls” February 24, 2005
· Valerie Karno  “Shameful People, Shameful Punishments: Law and the Production of Disgust” April 11, 2005
Book Readings
Poetry Reading and book signing: Joan Joffe Hall, supported by a $300. grant from the URI Humanities Center, March 1, 2005.
Book reading and signing: Koren Zailckas, read a chapter about joining a sorority from her book, Smashed, an autobiographical memoir of her alcohol abuse during high school and college. April 28, 2005
Faculty Publications
Faculty Publications 2004
ARTS & SCIENCES
Women’s Studies
Bickford, Donna M. "Same-Sex Marriages a Civil Rights Issue (Letter)." Good Five Cent Cigar. March 4, 2004.   p.5.
Chesler, Phyllis and Donna M. Hughes. "Feminism in the 21st Century." Washington Post. February 22, 2004. 
Chesler, Phyllis and Donna M. Hughes. "Feminism's Islamist Foe." FrontPage Magazine. February 23, 2004.  (Reprint of Chesler, Phyllis and Donna M. Hughes. "Feminism in the 21st Century." Washington Post. February 22, 2004.)
Chesler, Phyllis and Donna M. Hughes. "Feminists Should Broaden Their Allies." News Day. February 26, 2004. (Reprint of Chesler, Phyllis and Donna M. Hughes. "Feminism in the 21st Century." Washington Post. February 22, 2004.)
Grubman-Black, Stephen, Panelist. "Deconstructing John - What Do We Know About the People Who Make Up the 'Demand' Side of Sex Trafficking?"  IN: Demand Dynamics: The Forces of Demand in Global Sex Trafficking; Conference Held October 17 and 18, 2003, Chicago, Illinois, USA. International Human Rights Law Institute. 2004.   p.17-24. 
Hughes, Donna M.  SEE also: Chesler, Phyllis; Sepehrrad, Ramesh.
Hughes, Donna M. "The 'ABC Approach' to Global HIV/Aids: Good for Women and Girls." Open Democracy. August 12, 2004. (http:www.openddemocracy.net/debates/article0603902444.jsp)
Hughes, Donna M. "Children in Chains." National Review Online. February 2, 2004.   (http://www.nationalreview.com)
Hughes, Donna M. "Human Trafficking: Mail-Order Bride Abuse (Testimony)." Subcommittee on East Asian and Pacific Affairs, Senate Foreign Relations Committee. July 13, 2004.
Hughes, Donna M. "Islamic Fundamentalism and the Sex Slave Trade in Iran." FrontPage Magazine. January 27, 2004.  2p.
Hughes, Donna M. "A Landmark Film on Sexual Slavery and Trafficking." Rape Crisis News: The Newsletter of Rape Crisis - Scotland. 1:2004. (Reprint of "Lilya-4-Ever." National Review Online. July 8, 2003)
Hughes, Donna M. "Legalizing Lies." Prague Post. May 20, 2004.
Hughes, Donna M. "The Nicholas Kristof Monologues? (Letter)" Nation. 278(13):2. April 5, 2004.
Hughes, Donna M. "Not Unfamilier: Images of Sexual Abuse and Humiliation in Abu Ghraib." National Review Online. May 6, 2004.  (http://www.nationalreview.com)
Hughes, Donna M. "'Only a Dentist;' An Incisive Look at Iran." National Review Online. May 26, 2004.
Hughes, Donna M. Only Democracy Can Free Women From Slavery in Iran. Committee for Support of Referendum in Iran, Washington, D.C. and Canadian Committee for Democracy in Iran, Toronto, Canada, July 7 and 8, 2004.
Hughes, Donna M. "Prostitution Online."  IN: Prostitution, Trafficking, and Traumatic Stress, Melissa Farley, Editor. Haworth Pres. 2004.  (Reprinted From Journal of Trauma Practice. 2(3/4):115-131. 2003.)
Hughes, Donna M.  "The Rape of Sudan; Terrorism Against Women and Girls." National Review Online. August 12, 2004. (http://www.nationalreview.com)
Hughes, Donna M. "The Role of 'Marriage Agencies' in the Sexual Exploitation of Women From the Former Soviet Union." International Review of Victimology. 11(1):49-71. 2004.
Hughes, Donna M. "Sex Slave Jihad." Front Page Magazine. January 27, 2004.   (http://www.frontpagemag.com)  (Reprinted: Women's Institute for Freedom of the Press, January 27, 2004, http://www/wifp.org; Middle East Information, http:/www.middle-east-info.org))
Hughes, Donna M. "Traffic Lights: Glimmers of Hope in the Fight Against Human Sex Trafficking."  National Review Online. August 2, 2004.  (http://www.nationalreview.com)
Hughes, Donna M. "Trafficking of Women and Children in East Asia and Beyond: A Review of U.S. Policy (Testimony)." Subcommittee on East Asian and Pacific Affairs, Senate Foreign Relations Committee.   April 9, 2004.
Sepehrrad, Ramesh and Donna M. Hughes. "Sex Slavery New Face of Oppression of Women in Iran." Women's E-News. February 11, 2004.
Stein, Karen F. "The Director's Column." Women's Studies Newsletter. February 2004, p.1; 10(2):1. March 2004; 10(3):1. April 2004; 11(2):1. October 2004; 11(3):1. December 2004.


Faculty Publications 2005
ARTS & SCIENCES
Women’s Studies
Bickford, Donna M. "A Praxis of Parataxis: Episemology and Dissonance in Lucha Corpi's Detective Fiction." Meridian: Feminism, Race, Transnationalism. 5(2):89-103. 2005.
Grubman-Black, Stephen. Women's Studies at URI. 2005.  (Film)
Hughes, Donna. "Defeating the Women-Haters." FrontPageMagazine.com. January 2005.
Hughes, Donna. "Save the Women, Save Ourselves." National Review Online. April 4, 2005.  http://www.nationalreview.com/ledeen/ledeen20050404752.asp/thm
Stein, Karen. "Independent Views: Women's Studies Continues to Play a Vital Role." South County Independent. March 31, 2005.  p.A9.
Stein, Karen, Helen Mederer, Janet Trubatch, Barbara Silver, Joan Peckham, Lisa Harlow, Karen Wishner, Faye Boudreaux-Bartels, Cathy Roheim and Harry Knickle. "Math and Science Add Up for Women (Letter)." Good Five Cent Cigar. January 27, 2005.
Stein, Karen, Helen Mederer, Janet Trubatch, Barbara Silver, Joan Peckham, Lisa Harlow, Karen Wishner, Faye Boudreaux-Bartels, Cathy Roheim and Harry Knickle. "Viewpoint: Math and Science Add Up for Women." Narragansett Times. January 28, 2005.  p.7-A.
Stein, Karen. "World Still Denies Women Justice." Providence Journal. March 16, 2005.  p.11-A.
Stein, Karen, Katherine Tanner and Jan Wenzel. "Why Women Studies Now?" Women's Studies Newsletter. 11(4):1. March 2005.


Curriculum:

Current Projects:

· Assessment: WMS Program received a $2000. mini-grant to work on program assessment during summer 2005. 

· Reconfiguration of the WMS minor

New courses proposed: The following flow chart shows new courses proposed as they travel through the approval process:

WMS Courses in pipeline for Approval:

	Course #
	Title
	Request 
	A&S
	Faculty Senate

	305 (1 credit)
	Current issues in WMS
	New course 
	Approved 
	CAC #431

3/17/05

	306 (1 credit)
	Practicum in WMS
	New course 
	App
	CAC #431

3/17/05

	315 (# change from 210)
	Introduction to Feminist Theories
	Pre-req WMS 150 or permission of instructor
	App 3/22/05
	

	350
	Topics in WMS
	3 credits (replaces 1-3 credits)
	App 3/22/05
	CAC #433

4/25/05

	360
	Men & masculinities


	New course 

Submitted 3/24/05
	App 5/10/05
	

	3xx 
	Introduction to Sex Trafficking
	
	
	

	4xx
	Advanced Sex Trafficking
	
	
	

	500 (2 credits)
	Colloquium 
	New course 
	App 3/22/05

App graduate school 4/22/05
	

	410 (1 credit)
	Portfolio 
	New course 

Submitted 3/24/05
	
	


New Topics for Existing WMS courses

350 Contemporary Latin American Women Novelists 

350 Women’s Images in film

350  Sex, War, and Politics

490 Human Rights and Foreign Policy

Our Challenges for future development 
Our main challenge with respect to students is overcoming adverse and misleading stereotypes. Students may shy away from WMS courses for a variety of reasons, possibly including:

1. Concern that WMS courses perpetuate negative stereotypes (male-bashing)

2. Fear that WMS courses do not lead to a job or career

 Our main challenge with respect to the program is the need for more full-time continuing faculty to provide:

1. mentoring

2. advising

3. continuity

4. program development 
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