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"It is humiliating enough for me that football is linked with alcohol and violence. But this is worse. It is slaves that will come and be put into houses. Human beings are being talked about like cattle, and football is linked with that." 
- Raymond Domenech, Coach of France’s National Football Team

Background – Sex Trafficking and Prostitution in Germany
· Prostitution is legal in designated areas in Germany. 

· Germany has a severe sex trafficking problem.

· Most of the women are trafficked from Eastern Europe.

Excerpt from Letter to Secretary of State Colin Powell, April 29, 2002
In December 2001, Germany legalized pimping and prostitution, and officially stated that prostitution is no longer to be seen as immoral. The estimated turnover from bars, clubs, and brothels connected to prostitution is $4.5 billion per year.
 There are an estimated 400,000 women in prostitution in Germany.
 

· 75 percent of the prostitutes are foreigners.

· 80 percent of the trafficked women in Germany are from Central and Eastern Europe countries.

Trafficking in women has grown over the past decade. In 1993, there were 517 cases of illegal sex slave trade; in 1996, the number was 1,094.

Excerpt from “Legalizing Lies,” Donna M. Hughes, Prague Post, May 20, 2004

Countries that have legalized prostitution in order to regulate it are still faced with serious problems of sex trafficking. Organized crime groups continue to traffic victims and run illegal prostitution operations along side the legal businesses. Where prostitution is legal, both trafficking and prostitution have increased because men can legally buy sex acts and pimps and brothel keepers can legally sell and profit from them. 

In Germany, lawmakers thought they were going to profit from legalized prostitution from the tax revenue. But recently, the Federal Audit Office estimated that the government has lost over two billion euros a year in unpaid tax revenue from the sex industry, and lawmakers have started to look for ways to increase collection of taxes from prostitutes. ….

The normalization of prostitution as work has not occurred in Germany, the Netherlands, or Australia. Legalization was supposed to provide women with benefits and the right to join unions, but few women have signed up either. The reason has to do with the basic nature of prostitution. It is not work, a job like any other. It is abuse and exploitation that women only engage in if forced to or when they have no other options. Women and children controlled by mafias and criminals cannot register with an authority or join a union. Unionization of “sex workers” is a fantasy, because it is incompatible with the coercive and abusive nature of prostitution.

World Cup Games, 2006
· Regional and city officials are involved in planning and providing “sex huts” or “sex garages” for prostitution during World Cup Games

· Officials accommodate the demand for prostitution and provide for their anonymity 

· Officials estimate that 3 million fans will buy sex while at World Cup Games

· 40,000 extra prostitutes are expected to be brought into Germany during this time. Many of the women in prostitution in Germany are trafficked; many of the additional women brought in for the World Cup will be trafficked as well
· “Mega-brothels,” which house up to 100 women and operate 24 hours/day, are being built

· Officials in 12 cities that will host the World Cup games plan to provide special licenses for prostitutes so they can offer sex on the street.  

· City officials are adopting a “pragmatic” approach to the situation
Scoring in the Soccer Love Shack 
German brothels are likely to run out of rooms during the World Cup
June 10, 2005
Duetsche Welle

Next year's soccer World Cup will be a boon to a host of German businesses, not least, the sex trade. One host city already has an answer as to where all those extra transactions will take place. 

One of the seedier spin-offs of the soccer world cup that will take place in Germany in 2006 is expected to be a boom in the local sex trade. And that's raising a host of concerns and considerations. Moral issues aside, order-loving city officials in Dortmund have at least addressed the logistics of the pending flurry of entrepreneurial activity.

After all, prostitutes will need places to service their clients. And Dortmund officials are determined that those places should ideally be removed from public streets, parks and residential areas. 

Not surprisingly, the solution has been imported from Germany's liberal northern neighbor, the Netherlands, in the form of a series of drive-in wooden "sex huts." 

"In Dortmund, we have an official red light district on the outskirts, but there is a problem. There is not enough space for everyone to park," a city official said. 

Dortmund plans to arrange the huts in an area complete with condom vending machines and snack bars. The huts have also been introduced in Cologne, another World Cup venue. 

"Men have to get used to them of course, but a high percentage accept them because they can protect their anonymity," the official said. 

Experts estimate that as many as 40,000 prostitutes will travel to Germany to offer their services to soccer fans during the tournament.

Germany's sex industry readies for football World Cup 
By Vicente Poveda 

Berlin, Aug 8 (DPA) Germany's sex industry here hopes to notch up its own successes during the 2006 World Cup. From street prostitutes to the upmarket escorts of flashy clubs, sex workers are preparing a major offensive to find clients among the millions of fans - most of them men - that will take part in this sporting mega event.

Prostitution has been just one more career in Germany since 2001, when the Social Democratic-Green government of Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder approved a law legitimising sex workers but made sure they paid taxes. From that point on, their profession ceased to be considered immoral or contrary to the public good.

So long as their papers are in order, they are in the country legally and have not been forced into prostitution; neither the women nor their clients need to fear police crackdowns and the like.

The powers-that-be seem to have recognized the economic potential of the industry. 

In Cologne for example - a city of one million located on the Rhine - the municipality introduced a "sex tax" of 150 euros ($180) per prostitute, per month two years ago. This is on top of the income tax licensed prostitutes must pay.

Of course, out-of-doors sexual activity remains strictly off limits. And that could create some problems given the avalanche of sex workers that will try and come to Germany next year to ply their trade.

Due to the expected growth in demand for women during the four weeks of the World Cup, Ulrike Hauffe, head of the Women's Committee in the city of Bremen, predicts a "veritable flood of prostitutes" will enter Germany next year.

"The estimates are in the region of 30,000 to 40,000 women," she recently warned.

In Cologne, one of the host cities of the World Cup, city authorities have put up a complex of custom-built cabins on the outskirts of the city, where escorts can attend to clients out of sight of the rest of the city. In so doing, they keep prostitution out of dirty car parks and away from cheap hotel rooms and dark street corners.

These pre-built units, that Germany's bureaucrats have christened "Verrichtungsboxen" - something akin to "action boxes," action of the sexual kind, of course - seem more like garages. They were imported from Utrecht, where the idea was first tried. 

In these custom-built "garages" that the women call "boxes" or "singles", the clients drive in directly with their cars. The units are built in such a way that the driver cannot open the main door, but the workers have enough space to get out and away if attacked. The units also contain an emergency alarm, basic sanitary facilities and bins to throw out used condoms.

According to the authorities in Cologne, the units have helped move sex workers out of the city centre and have reduced attacks on the women by clients and pimps. The latter are also banned now from the complex, which was set up almost four years ago. So far, it is a unique project in Germany - one that is jointly funded by city authorities, the police and the Social Service of Catholic Women at an annual cost of 480,000 euros.

Now, with the World Cup approaching, authorities in Dortmund have decided to build their own cabins, in the hope of avoiding a situation where the prostitutes that come from abroad, end up crowding the streets and the parks.

"We have to do something or this place will convert itself into a modern-day Sodom and Gomorrah," said a spokesperson for the city council in Dortmund, another host city.

In Berlin, local authorities are also seeking their own solutions to this issue that might range from setting up their own "action boxes" to handing out free contraceptives. What's more, in the capital, one of the main hubs of the World Cup celebration - sex workers will soon have their own massive new workplace.

Shortly before the World Cup gets going, a new brothel of 3,500 square metres will open - some 20 minutes on foot from the Olympic Stadium. It will have space for around 100 sex workers and 600 clients.

"Everything will be better - more elegant, cleaner," insists Norman Jacob, the spokesman of "Artemis", who describes the place as the classy alternative to street prostitution.

The new club, which bears the name of the Greek god of innocence, will include a spa with jacuzzi, a sauna, a Turkish bath, movie theatre and a round-the-clock dinner buffet. It will cost 100 euros ($120) to go in - on top of which clients must pay prices fixed by the girls.

"These will be around 50 euros ($60) per half hour. Extra services cost more," Jacob said.

The "World Cup brothel", as it has come to be labelled by Berlin's press, will be one of the biggest sex houses in Germany. And it will open its doors with the blessing of local authorities.

"If they guarantee that in the "mega-brothel" they don't force women to practice prostitution and they help them in emergency situations, it will make a positive contribution," Konrad Freiberg, president of the Union of German Police, told the Germany Press Agency (DPA).

In June, Europe's biggest brothel - Cologne's "Pascha" - a huge building of 11 floors that services more than 30,000 clients a month launched special offers to attract the journalists that came to cover the Confederations Cup - the "dress rehearsal" for the World Cup.

The club organised a photo session for the press, attended by its nearly 200 female workers. It also offered journalists the chance to go on guided tours of the city accompanied by some of the women. 

A spokesman for the institution confirmed that the offer will be repeated at the World Cup - a tournament that seems destined to give a lift to other industries besides tourism and construction.

--DPA

Germany backs bigger brothels to fight World Cup sex explosion 
By Tony Paterson in Berlin 
Independent Online
Published: 09 December 2005
It is only a short bus ride from Germany's main World Cup stadium and it boasts a Turkish bath, two saunas, two cinemas and up to 100 prostitutes offering round-the-clock sex. 

Europe's biggest brothel, which opened in Berlin only two months ago, is Germany's latest answer to the invasion of "sex-workers", who are expected to flood the country next year to cater for male soccer fans.

Predictions suggest that up to three million fans will visit a prostitute at least once during the World Cup. The event's organisers are expecting at least 40,000 prostitutes to descend on Germany from throughout Europe to meet demand. 

Artemis, the four-storey brothel located a mile and a half from Berlin's Olympic stadium, is an attempt bring the sex trade explosion under control in a country where prostitution is both legal and widespread.

From the outside, the 5m (3.4m) "etablissement" resembles a luxury hotel tucked away on an industrial estate. Yet close up, the decorative balloon flying from the roof turns out to be a giant phallus. Inside, a handful of middle-aged punters were last week paying 40 each for a locker, bathrobe and access to the brothel's bars, whirlpools, massage parlours, cinemas and 46 suites decked out with mock zebra-skin bed covers, mirrors and bacchanalian pictures. Yet the sex itself costs extra.

Norman Jacob, a lawyer and spokesman for Artemis, says the brothel cuts out prostitutes' traditional reliance on pimps and virtually eliminates the chances of illegal eastern European "sex slaves" being employed on the premises. "All the girls here have to provide a tax number and proof of permission to work in the EU," he said. "They pay a 70 entrance fee, but they are free to negotiate the cost of their services with each client, which allows them to keep all the profits." 

Xenia, one of the prostitutes,said the system worked in her favour. "I used to pay between 20 and 50 per cent of my takings to my organiser. Here I can keep the lot," she said.

Mega-brothels such as Artemis are being encouraged by the authorities as a means of combating illegal prostitution during the World Cup. Renate Schmidt, the outgoing family affairs minister, recently wrote to the German Football Association demanding it "rally behind police and the authorities to combat forced prostitution and people-trafficking".

Cologne, one of 11 other German cities hosting World Cup games, has followed Berlin and erected policed "sex garages" on the city's fringes. Each offers rudimentary facilities for prostitutes and their clients such as condom and snack vending machines . Similar plans are underway in Munich, where police predict the number of prostitutes is likely to rise 30 per cent.

"We don't want to destroy legitimate businesses, but we aim to root out the sex slaves who are being brought here," said Gottfried Schlicht, a Munich police spokesman.

But women's groups, church leaders and trade unionists remain concerned about an influx of sex slaves. The Women's Council is planning to protest outside soccer stadiums to warn fans. "We want to alert men to this problem," said a spokeswoman. "During the World Cup all forms of sexual exploitation must be shown the red card." 
World Cup - a Magnet for Forced Prostitution?
Anxela Iglesias 

BERLIN, Jan 4 (IPS) - Football players, fans and journalists from all over the world are getting ready to head to the World Cup in Germany. And among those packing their bags are about 40,000 sex workers who will be there to satisfy the high demand for their services. 

Some German cities are planning mobile brothels and condom distribution for the booming business expected in June, when FIFA (International Football Federation) holds its world championship. 

Initial estimates have mentioned 40,000 prostitutes from other countries, although there is no named source for this figure. Women's organisations and trade unions fear that many may be tricked into coming with deceptive job offers and then find themselves defenceless and vulnerable in a country they do not know. 

"Experience shows that at every big sporting event where a large number of men gather, there is a spectacular rise in the demand for sexual services," Ulrike Helwerth, spokesperson for the non-governmental German Women's Council, explained to IPS. She recalled a similar thing happening at the Olympic Games in Athens, in 2004. 

The Council has no quarrel with this, given that prostitution is legal in Germany and treated on a par with other professions. People engaged in it are, in theory at least, entitled to social security and to sue clients for non-payment. 

Big expectations have helped the business to flourish. The country's largest and most luxurious brothel opened a few months ago in Berlin. Its facilities occupy 400 square metres and its 70 rooms can cater to some 600 clients a day. 

In the German capital, sponsors are being sought to distribute 100,000 condoms in the vicinity of the Olympic stadium, and the town halls of the 12 cities that will host the football championship plan to provide special licences so that sex workers can offer their services on the street. 

In Dortmund and Cologne, in western Germany, provisional brothels are being made ready or are already installed. They are individual garages, equipped with condom expending machines, toilets, alarms and emergency exits. This may appear scandalous to some, but to the city authorities it is merely a pragmatic response to demand. 

There is no doubt that a sizeable portion of the three million fans coming to Germany for the championship will want to see football, drink plenty of alcohol, and pay to satisfy their sexual appetites. 

None of the social organisations consulted knew exactly where the figure of 40,000 foreign prostitutes, in addition to their German counterparts, came from. However, it has been quoted in the media for several weeks, and is thought not to be unrealistic. What activists and organisations are really concerned about is that this number may conceal thousands who are not working voluntarily as prostitutes, according to the Women's Council. 

Trafficking of persons is not a new problem in Germany. It is estimated that there are 15,000 forced labourers, most of them women from Eastern Europe who were forced into prostitution. 

Every year some 500,000 people are smuggled illegally into the European Union (EU). Nearly 90 percent of them are trapped into sexual exploitation, according to a report on the "Consequences of the Sex Industry in the EU", presented in 2004 by a European Parliament committee. 

The World Cup means that the traffickers will be even more active. Fraudulent job offers in hotels and restaurants may attract many women from Eastern Europe, who will enter the country on tourist visas. 

"Others may be willing to participate in porn shows or as strippers, but in fact they will be forced to have sex with as many men as possible for very little money," Helwerth explained. 

To tackle the problem, the Women's Council, which represents fifty associations, trade unions and political parties across the country, sent letters to players and representatives of the German Football Federation a few weeks ago. 

"You are an example for many men and your word sometimes counts for much more than that of politicians," the letter reads. "Therefore we ask you to state publicly that 'real men' are against the trafficking of persons and forced prostitution." 

Franz Beckenbauer, Oliver Kahn and other German football stars have so far remained silent. Only Jens Lehmann, goalkeeper for the English team Arsenal, promised to take the matter up with his fellow players 

Spokespersons for the Football Federation said they receive dozens of petitions every day asking them to support "just causes," and they cannot possibly respond to all of them. 

This is not an acceptable excuse for the women's organisations. "Our impression is that they don't want any publicity for the problem," said Helwerth, who announced an intensive education campaign over the coming months. 

The aim is to join human rights organisations, like the London-based Amnesty International, and the German security forces, to explain to politicians, public opinion and potential clients the need to help women forced into prostitution, who are often under threat, isolated or watched closely and are not in possession of their documents. 

Other groups are sceptical about the initiative. "Raising awareness is positive, but I think to be really effective we have to reach the women involved, inform them of their rights so that they can deal with the problem," said Emilja Mitrovic, a sociologist and expert on prostitution at the United Services Union, which has a membership of 2.8 million. 

Mitrovic is hoping for support from the authorities to set up an advice centre in the railway station in the northern city of Hamburg. 

She believes that many young women will arrive at the city of their own free will, and then find themselves isolated in housing units or industrial zones, unable to speak German and not knowing whom to turn to. 

"We want a group of social workers to hand out cards with emergency telephone numbers, and to hire interpreters in order to be able to talk to these women at any time of day," Mitrovic told IPS. 

"It's really important that they should know where to go to protect themselves from violence meted out to them by pimps, other women or clients. They need to know that there is a way out," she said. 

______
World Cup 2006 | 23.02.2006 

Soccer World Cup Anti-Prostitution Campaign Kicks Off 

http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,2144,1914049,00.html




Großansicht des Bildes mit der Bildunterschrift:  The campaign aims to educate people on the causes and dangers of prostitution
The initiators of "Red Card for Forced Prostitution," seeking to fight against an influx of prostitutes during the World Cup in Germany this summer, launched their campaign in Berlin on Wednesday.

Publicity in all countries and announcements in the German media will seek to make the public aware of prostitution "as a form of modern slavery," said Konrad Freiberg, president of the German police union (GdP), which has joined the campaign.

 

He said the demand for prostitutes would increase during the sporting event, which will attract millions of people to Germany.

 

Some 175,000 women are already involved in prostitution in the county, according to the German Protestant Church, which is also part of the awareness campaign.

 

Another 40,000 prostitutes, mainly from eastern Europe, could come to Germany during the soccer World Cup, several associations fighting prostitution estimate.

 

The tournament is to be held in Germany from June 9 to July 9, and the anti-prostitution campaign's name refers to the red card given to soccer players for penalties forcing them to leave the pitch.

 

Sweden particularly concerned with trafficking
 



Bildunterschrift: Großansicht des Bildes mit der Bildunterschrift:  
Sweden is concerned that World Cup prostitution will boost trafficking
Sweden's justice minister, Thomas Bodström, on Tuesday also voiced concerns to his European counterparts about the risk of forcing women into prostitution during the World Cup.

 

Bodström, a premier league football player in the late 1980s, said he was worried that "when you have a large gathering of people far away from home you tend to have a rise in prostitution and hence in trafficking."

 

Prostitution is legal in Germany but illegal in Sweden. Despite Swedish concerns, Bodström stopped short of asking his southern neighbors to ban prostitution.

     

Germany has assured all those countries taking part in the month-long tournament that the issue of prostitution and other security concerns will be dealt with and will not interfere with the event. "All measures are taken to ensure that the World Cup will take place in a safe and civilized way," a German diplomat said.

 

Prostitution at the World Cup and the implications it may have on the trafficking trade will be discussed at a European chiefs of police meeting at the beginning of March, 
Austria, which currently holds the rotating EU presidency, said.
 

DW staff (nda

European Parliament Warns of Human Trafficking at World Cup

http://usinfo.state.gov/gi/Archive/2006/Jan/25-431194.html?chanlid=globalissues
 

European body cites State Department report on trafficking problem
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	The RheinEnergie World Cup 2006 stadium in Cologne, Germany. (©AP/WWP) 
	


By Eric Green
Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- The European Parliament is warning about the trafficking of women and children during the 2006 World Cup of Soccer, being hosted by Germany.

Soccer's world championship, in which teams from the United States and 31 other countries will compete from June 9 through July 9, is expected to attract not only soccer fans from all over the world but also traffickers of human beings for the purpose of sexual exploitation. 

The European Parliament, a body of the 25-nation European Union (EU), expressed its concern January 17 about the trafficking problem during the World Cup because prostitution is legal in certain zones of German cities.  The tournament will be played in 12 German cities, ranging from Berlin to Stuttgart.

The January 17 statement calls on all EU member states, “especially Germany, to take appropriate measures in the course of the World Cup football tournament in 2006 to prevent trafficking of women and forced prostitution.” The Parliament goes on to call for member states to enforce the law and strengthen prosecutions and punishments of traffickers, accomplices and those seeking sexual services from minors, as well as prosecuting money laundering of the proceeds from trafficking.

The Parliament quoted a U.S. State Department report that said about 80 percent of the estimated 600,000 to 800,000 people trafficked across international borders each year are women and girls.  More than 100,000 women are the victims of trafficking in the countries that comprise the European Union, according to the report. 

The State Department report said the United States provided $96 million in anti-trafficking assistance to foreign governments and nongovernmental organizations in 2004, which the department said demonstrates the United States' "strong commitment to this cause."  The June 2005 Trafficking in Persons Report, available on the State Department Web site, surveys the counter-trafficking activities in 150 nations. (See related article.)

A May 2004 State Department fact sheet said human trafficking involves victims "who are forced, defrauded or coerced into labor or sexual exploitation." (See fact sheet.)

President Bush signed legislation January 10 that strengthens U.S. efforts to fight human trafficking at home and abroad.  Bush reiterated American determination "to fight and end this modern form of slavery."  (See related article.)

The European Parliament said it had adopted a report proposing strategies to "tackle this dreadful problem" of human trafficking, including measures to deal with the supply and demand sides as well as the traffickers.

The Parliament called for research into the underlying causes of what puts people at risk for human trafficking, and for research on the factors that affect demand for sexual services and sexual exploitation of women and children. 

The Parliament's report suggests "practical action," such as awareness-raising campaigns about the dangers of trafficking and educating the "vulnerable members of society in the countries of origin, to alert and sensitize the public about the problem and reduce demand in the countries of destination." 

Other measures envisaged by the Parliament include national and international telephone help-lines.  The Parliament also highlighted the need to curb the use of the Internet for sexual exploitation.

The U.S. team starts its World Cup play June 12 against the Czech Republic in the city of Gelsenkirchen.  The World Cup, which is played every four years, last was won by Brazil in 2002.  The Brazilians open their 2006 tournament in Berlin June 13 against Croatia. (See related article.)

The European Parliament statement is available on its Web site.

For additional information, see Human Trafficking. 
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Blowing the whistle on sport prostitution
24/03/06
http://www.irishexaminer.com/pport/web/opinion/Full_Story/did-sg-G7kUs5WlQssgadLjt5C321I.asp

TRAFFICKING in women and children for sexual exploitation is one of the most serious human rights violations in todays world. This commerce in people is on the increase across Europe as organised crime expands and becomes more profitable.

The National Womens Council of Ireland (NWCI) has launched a nationwide public awareness campaign, entitled Buying Sex is not a Sport, to highlight how world sporting events result in dramatic increases in the demand for sexual services.

The NWCI is joining with womens organisations across Europe in this campaign, to protest against pimps and owners of small and mega-brothels and performance boxes (toilet-like stalls in large drive-in areas), who are about to make maximum profit during the World Cup period with the massive influx of male supporters into 12 German World Cup cities.

Most trafficked women are victims of organised crime, as acknowledged by the European Parliament Resolution, having been recruited with the help of false documents, lured by job offers and often deceived by false promises of legitimate employment, before being forced to work as prostitutes.

Last week the European Parliament welcomed the campaign of the German National Council of Women and stressed the need for an integrated Europe-wide campaign. The parliament called on international committees and sports associations, including FIFA,UEFA, the German Football Association and others, as well as sportsmen and women themselves, to support this campaign and condemn the trafficking of human beings for prostitution.

The NWCI has called on the FAI to condemn trafficking and prostitution at sporting events; the NWCI has further called on Justice Minister Michael McDowell and the Irish government to put the issue of trafficking in women for prostitution and the associated human rights abuses and violence, on the agenda of the next EU Council of Ministers (justice and home affairs) meeting in Luxembourg in April.

We ask readers to support this campaign, by signing the petition at www.nwci.ie to condemn trafficking in women for prostitution at major sporting events as an unacceptable violation of human rights.

Dr Joanna McMinn
Director
National Womens Council of Ireland
9 Marlborough Court
Marlborough Street
Dublin 1

*****
Football Yes! Prostitution No!

http://www.norden.org/
25-04-2006





football yes, prostitution no
Photo: Gunnar Stenarv 

Swedish Social Democratic women protested at the Nordic Council meetings in Stockholm today about the way the German authorities deal with prostitution. Wearing football strips in the Swedish national colours emblazoned with the slogan Football Yes! Prostitution No!, they set out to show that while they want Sweden to play in the World Cup this summer, they are not happy with the fact that the German authorities have failed to clamp down on the trafficking organised to coincide with the event.

The Nordic Council discussed trafficking and how to combat it at a seminar in Stockholm on Tuesday. The Swedish Equality Ombudsman, Claes Borgström, who has proposed a boycott of the World Cup, called for Nordic action on the issue. 

The Men's Network, an organisation made up of Swedish MPs who oppose prostitution, also took part in the seminar. They encouraged their colleagues to set up similar networks in the other Nordic countries and together, as a Nordic network, enter into dialogue with sports bodies about how to avoid major sporting events serving as targets for trafficking gangs.
World Cup concerns Nordic Council 

26-04-2006
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.norden.org/webb/news/nordbild/imagedetails.asp?imageid=1036" 

Plenum
Photo: Johannes Jansson/norden.org 

The Nordic Council meeting in Stockholm has issued a statement expressing grave concern about the worrying extent of human trafficking and calling for joint campaigns to combat this international problem. 

The UN believes that somewhere between 1-4 million women and children fall victim to trafficking every year, approximately 700,000 of them in Western Europe. The largest group of trafficking victims consists of women and children exploited for sexual purposes. International surveys suggest that the average age at which women start out as prostitutes is 14. Exploitation of poor and vulnerable women by the traffickers and demand from the male clients are the main reasons why women are lured into trafficking and prostitution.The UN also calculates that traffickers and pimps earn NOK 35- 49 billion p.a. from the phenomenon. 

A new UN report divides the countries to which the women are transported into four categories. Denmark is in the second highest category as far as the number of victims is concerned. The other Nordic countries are in the category below.

The Nordic Council intends to continue to promote joint Nordic initiatives to combat trafficking and to work with the countries around the Baltic Sea to target the traffickers and help the victims.

The Nordic Council is gravely concerned about reports suggesting that 30-60,000 women will be shipped into German towns hosting World Cup matches this summer and strongly objects to the mixing together of prostitution and major sports events. The Council will continue to stress the importance of stronger measures to combat trafficking during major international events and focus on helping the victims.

Hotels to reject prostitution

26-04-2006
http://www.norden.org/

Greater efforts to combat trafficking and prostitution has been one of the main themes of the Nordic Council meeting in Stockholm 25- 26 April. The Citizens and Consumer Rights Committee passed a motion calling on Nordic political meetings to be held in hotels that explicitly reject prostitution.

The Citizens and Consumer Rights Committee proposes that the Nordic Council adopts internal guidelines about only using hotels that issue a guarantee they do not help aid and abet the sale of sexual services. Under the terms of the proposal, hotel staff would be issued with written instructions to that effect.

The Nordic Council recommends to the Nordic Council of Ministers:

- that it only uses hotels that issue a guarantee stipulating that they do not help aid and abet the sale of sexual services and that their staff have been issued with written guidelines to that effect.

- that it sets up a website with a positive list, registering in a legal manner those hotels that issue such guarantees and agree to have their names published on the website. The website should cover the Nordic Region and neighbouring countries where Nordic organisations are active.

Unanimous agreement could not reached about the final point, however, and two of the members voted against this part of the statement.

France's coach slams prostitution at World Cup 

http://www.newkerala.com
April 26, 2006

Paris: The coach of France's national football team, Raymond Domenech, said Wednesday that he was scandalised by the prospect of thousands of prostitutes being imported to Germany for the 2006 World Cup.

"It is truly scandalous," Domenech told France Inter radio. "People are talking about women, importing them to satisfy the base instincts of people associated with football."

Several human rights organisations have warned that thousands of women, most of them brought from eastern Europe, could be forced to work in Germany as prostitutes during the World Cup, which runs from June 9 to July 9.

"It is humiliating enough for me that football is linked with alcohol and violence," Domenech said. "But this is worse. It is slaves that will come and be put into houses. Human beings are being talked about like cattle, and football is linked with that."

In Germany, prostitution is a legally recognised profession. 
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