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Women and children are increasingly the majority of North Korean refugees crossing into China. If they can locate a friend or relative’s house, they have a chance at finding a safe haven. 
But for the majority of them—estimated to be from 70 to 90 percent—are abducted and sold, either to men as informal wives or concubines or to karaoke clubs for prostitution. Their price and destination are determined by their age and appearance.

The women are raped by the sellers and the buyers. Some of the traffickers are looking for a woman for themselves, and they sell the other ones. The women are mostly sold in cities in Jilin Province in northeast China.

China, in support of the North Korean regime and in violation of the UN treaty on treatment of refugees, arrests the refugees and sends them back to be interrogated, sent in camps, and even executed. China reportedly has special units to hunt down and arrest refugees and pays bounties to people who turn in refugees in hiding

Once a woman is sold, she is completely powerless. If she offers any protest, she is threatened with exposure to the Chinese authorities. There are reported cases of vengeful men reporting women to the police. Most often, if a man tires of the woman, he sells her to another man. 
To hide from the Chinese police, families or small groups of refugees climb into the mountains of northeast China and build shelters to hide in and sleep at night. During the day, they walk down into towns in search of food or work.

Ethnic Korean Chinese men reportedly hunt for them in the forests and mountains. If they find them they rape them and force them to “marry.” 
There is evidence that women are trafficked to China from inside North Korea as well. Traffickers pose as sympathetic women trying to help women. But when they get the women across the river they are sold to men or brokers. 
There are numerous reports of women in North Korea being so desperate that they allow traffickers to sell them to someone in China.
An activist in the underground railroad has gone to karaoke clubs in search of North Korean victims. He found that the clubs were protected by Chinese police. Other refugees have reported that Chinese officials are complicit in the trafficking of North Korean women. 
The trafficking of North Korea women is the worst I have seen in my 15 years of work on trafficking. I’m a feminist and a women’s studies professor. I work with women’s organizations and anti-trafficking organizations that are becoming increasingly aware of this situation. The feminist and anti-trafficking organizations are dedicated to bringing world attention to the trafficking of North Korea women. Although the situation inside North Korea is complicated, we know that China could end the slave trade in northeast China immediately. We are committed to pressuring them to do that.
China could immediately remedy the trafficking of North Korean women refugees by:

1) Stop supporting the Kim Jong Il regime by capturing and deporting the refugees
2) Allow the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) to contact and assist the refugees
3) Stop official corruption of police and officials who are involved in the buying and selling of North Korean women. 
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