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Learning from nature — Lesson planning aid

ELS :

Insects and Arachnids

Look at the pictures below, and note the differences between a common organism classified as an insect versus
an organism that is classified as an arachnid. What other differences are you aware of besides the ones that are
labeled? How does each obtain food? Where do they live? In what ways are they similar?
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Organisms that live in the ocean have very different physical characteristics than those that live on land. Compare and
contrast the physical characteristics of the animals below with each other, with a typical land mammal, with a typical bird,
with an insect. In what ways do different adaptations help each to survive?

Seahorse

Lobster
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Look at the circled body part in each picture. Discuss how each circled structure is specialized to help the animal
to survive in it’'s environment. What might this same structure look like on a different species of animal?

Polar bear fur

Rabbit ears
Hawk beak

Deer
antlers

Squirrel tail
Hawk feet



