Ecohydrology 2009
Grading Policy

This is a 2 credit, graduate-level graded courses. Grades will be assigned based on student performance in the following areas:

1) Attendance. Unexcused absences will detract from your grade. We only meet one a week.  If you need to miss a class, you will have to generate a written “guide” for each of the articles assigned for that week.

2) The quality of your “guidance” on those articles that are specifically assigned to you.  I expect that each student will be in charge of “teaching” one article every 2 weeks (total of 7 per semester).  For that article, you are expected to generate a written guide to the article – and lead the class in a discussion/lesson  of the article. You are the teacher. That is the key thing to remember.   As stated in the syllabus:

One week in advance of the discussion, we will assign two members of the class to be  co-leaders for discussion for one of the assigned articles. A co-leader will be expected to come to class with a written guide (3-4 pages?) based on a careful reading of "their" article. The summary will include:

· Highlights of the article: What is the big message?  What is the context? 

· Supporting background information gleaned from other articles or the web.  I will try to have some supporting materials on the website or recommend sources you might consider reviewing.

· What methods or lines of evidence were used to support their conclusions?

· Are there particular tables or figures that are particularly useful?

· Are there aspects of the article that are confusing or unfamiliar that need more explaining to the class?  Highlight those, and provide some background materials (perhaps append some web-based materials or textbook examples to your summary; or develop a primer by visiting with a faculty member in NRS or visit Art Gold).  

· What topics were mentioned that might be of  interest for the class to pursue further?

· Who are the authors?  Use google to learn something about their other work.

· How much has this work been cited? And what types of papers have cited this article – use google scholar for this.

The weekly summaries should be typed and copies provided to all the class members.  At the end of each class, we will ask that the summaries be revised, if necessary, based on the class discussions and then posted on the class website.  Note that we will end up with two summaries per article.

3) The submission of a one-page outline of each article we are discussing. This is to be turned in on the day of the discussion.  It is to be turned into the guides for that article. They will give the outline a “check”, “check plus” or “check minus” based on the quality.  If you average a ‘check” for the semester, you will get full credit for this requirement.

Please note: There will be no final in this class.  

