SEC. 5110. UNIVERSITY TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH.

(a) In General.--Subchapter I of chapter 55 of title 49,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the

following:
*Sec. 5505. University transportation research

"’ (a) Regional Centers.--The Secretary of Transportation

shall make grants to nonprofit institutions of higher

learning to establish and operate 1 university transgortation

center in each of the 10 United States Government regions
that comprise the Standard Federal Regional Boundary System.
(b} Other Centers.--The Secretary shall make grants to
nonprofit institutions..(;f higher learning to establish and
operate university transportation centers, in addition to the
centers recetving grants under subsection (a), to address
transportation management and research and develppmen;
matters, with special attention to increasing the number of
highly skilled individuals entering the field of

transportation.



~(j) Identification of Groups.--For the purpose of making
grants this section, the following groups are identified:

(1) Group a.-~Group A shall consist of the 10 regional
centers selected under subsection (a).

"'(2) Group b.--Group B shall consist of tﬁe following:

"(A) The University of Denvér and Mississippi State
University.

"(B) The University of Central Florida.

7(C) University of Southern California and California
State University at Long Beach.

(D) Rutgers Universi;y.

" (E) University of Missouri at Rolla.

" (F) South Carolina State University.

(G) Joseph P. Kennedy Science and Technology Center,
Assumption College, Massachusetts.

" (H) Purdue University.

"'(3) Group c.--Group C shall consist of the following;

(A) University of Arkansas.

"(B) New Jersey Institute of Technology.

"(C) University of Idaho.

(D) The University of Alabama.
"(E) Morgan State University.

"' (F) North Carolina State University.
"(G) San Jose State University.

" (H) University of South Florida,

"(I) North Carolina A. and T. State University.
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"'(4) Group d.--Group D shall consist of the following:

“(A) University of Minnesota.

" (B) Marshall University, West Virginia, on behalf of a
consortium of West Virginia colleges and universities.

"(C) George Mason University, along with the University of
Virginia and Virginia Tech University.

" (D) Western Transportation Institute.

___‘..._..__}. " (E) Rhode Island Transportation Research Center,

" (F) Northwestern University.".
(b) Conforming Amendment.--The table of sections for
chapter 55 of title 49, United States Colle, is amended by

inserting after the item relating to section 5504 the

following:

"' 5505. University transportation research.”.
{c) Repeals.--Section 5316 and 5317 of title 49, United

_,_,) " States Code, and the items relating to such sections in the

analysts for chapter 53 of such title, are repealed.
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LiS.Department 400 Seventh Street, S W,
of Transportafion Washinglon, D.C. 20580
Research and

Special Programs
Administration

Dr. Robert Carothers, President
University of Rhode Island
Carlotti Administration Building
75 Lower College Road, Suite 7
Kingston, RI 02881

Dear Dr. Carothers:

The Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century was signed by President Clinton on June 9,
1998. It directs the Secretary of Transportation to make a grant to establish and operate a
University Transportation Center at the Rhode Islahd Transportation Research Center,
University of Rhode Island. The Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA)
manages the UTC Program on behalf of the Secretary.

The University Transportation Centers (UTC) Program has been in existence since 1988, It
provides grants to universities to engage in interdisciplinary education, research, and
technology transfer in order to advance U.S. technology and expertise in transportation.
Grantees receive annual grants which they must match with an equal amount of funding from
non-Federal sources. Each University Transportation Center is required to develop a strategic
plan that sets out the activities it will undertake to achieve progress toward attainment of the
mission and six program goals shown on the enclosure to this letter. While the mission and
goals are the same for all UTCs, they are meant to provide a common framework within which
each Center may develop according to its unique character and its chosen theme.

Funds have been set aside to award a grant in the amount of $2,000,000 for the development
and first-year operation of a University Transportation Center at the University of Rhode
Island. Upon award of a grant, the University of Rhode Island will be authorized to incur costs
of up to $100,000 to develop its strategic plan for operation of the Center. Reimbursement of
expenses incurred, however, will be contingent upon RSPA approval of that plan.

The University of Rhode [sland was one of 23 institutions or groups of institutions named to
receive UTC grants this year. RSPA shares your interest in launching these new Centers as
quickly as possible. To save time and provide maximum assistance, we plan to conduct a
workshop this summer in Washington, D.C. on the programmatic and administrative details of
the program.
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Please inform me by a letter or telefax (202/366-3666) of the person(s) you have selected to
establish the new Center. If you have any questions, please contact Elaine Joost of RSPA’s
Office of Research, Technology and Analysis at 202/366-4434.

Ttisa pleasure to welcome you to the University Transportation Centers Program. We look

forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

Kelley S. Coyner E

Deputy Administrator

enclosure



