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At Meeting No. 435 held on 30 March 2009, the Graduate Council approved the following proposals that are now 
submitted to the Faculty Senate.

SECTION I

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

ABSTRACT

The Graduate Council approved a proposal from the College of Engineering for five new accelerated programs 
leading to BS and MS degrees. The proposed programs are from five departments in the College of Engineering and 
are similar in that current requirements for both the BS and MS degrees in each of the areas are retained.  The 
proposals simply package these requirements in a fashion that would allow students to earn both the BS and MS 
degrees in a five-year period.  The Graduate Council recommends approval of the proposal in the class of programs 
that require no new resources. 

BACKGROUND

From the proposals:

Many Engineering graduates with only a four-year bachelor’s degree find it necessary to continue their 
education in order to practice at the professional level.  In an effort to address this need and enhance students’ 
career potentials, the [College] wishes to create new five-year combined degree programs that integrate existing BS 
programs with MS [programs].  The individual BS and MS pieces of the programs will be identical with existing 
individual degrees.  The programs require no new course work or department resources.  The current individual 
bachelor’s and master’s degree programs will be maintained as usual.
 

The Council of Deans unanimously approved the proposal. The Budget Office reviewed the proposals with the 
understanding that no additional budgetary resources will be required for implementation.  Comments and 
recommendations are on file in the Graduate School.  The proposals were also approved by the Faculty Senate 
Curricular Affairs Committee.

 
SECTION II

RECOMMENDATION

The Graduate Council approved the proposals for Accelerated BS-MS degrees at its meeting number 435 held on 30 
March 2009, and forwards them to the Faculty Senate with a recommendation for approval in the class of programs 
that require no new resources.
























