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Open-source Communities in Computing

What will happen in this forum?
Group Process

Methods Group

I People who are interested in methodological problems attend
regularly (or at least infrequently)

I Present and hear presentations, and work together to increase
knowledge of methodological topics equality

I Possible outcomes are advances in individual research
programs, increased knowledge, and identification of
collaborative opportunities
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Open Learning Environment
Open-source Communities in Computing

What will happen in this forum?
Group Process

Heritage

I Open source communities sharing information without
personal or organizational stake in content ownership;
material developed by everyone, for everyone

I On-line communities take up the process

I Reliance on precepts of contribution, sharing and competence

I Similar groups at MIT and Penn State in which I have been a
participant
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Open Learning Environment
Open-source Communities in Computing

What will happen in this forum?
Group Process

How to participate in a dialogue

I Not debate or persuasion; not con-vers-ation

I “what if we could try ...” Add to a container in our midst
(David Bohm)

I “what happens if you were to do you do it this way...”
(Bakhtin)

I Non-threatening and advertently supportive environment
(does not mean do not offer critically reasoned perspectives)

I Communication that allows students and teachers to learn
from one another in an environment characterized by respect
and equality (Freire)
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Open Learning Environment
Open-source Communities in Computing

What will happen in this forum?
Group Process

Specific Guidelines

I Arrive on time (11:50?)

I Plan to present a 40 minute presentation at some point during
the year covering work at any stage, with a bias toward in
progress work

I Present work that you would like input on methods around

I Contribute to a climate of openness and learning
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Open Learning Environment
Open-source Communities in Computing

Operating Systems

I Linux http://www.linux.org/ (read more about GNU)

I DOS as as common ingredient

I Web-authoring tools such as PHP and MuSQL

I Multiplatform hardware and software
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Open-source Communities in Computing

Scientific Publishing Software

I Latex

I Use for presentations, books, scientific papers, grant proposals

I Other uses: Musical notation, other languages (including dead
languages),

I Use with an editor (such as winedt, emacs), compiler, and
viewer (such as pdf)
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Statistical Computing Software

I R Project http://www.r-project.org/ also
http://www.uri.edu/faculty/walls/Rsoftware.htm

I Use for basic analyses through advanced

I Most emerging routines available in R first

I Can be downloaded or used in part on-line
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Open-source Communities in Computing

Summary of Open-source Computing

I Clear cost savings

I Ability to collaborate with more people in more
places/disciplines

I Importance for third world institutions and scientists

I Promote competence rather than reliance
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