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Issue at Hand

Source: FAO, 2005

State of World Fisheries Stocks, 2004
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Issue at Hand

Global Trend in Aquaculture Production

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

1960
1962

1964
1966

1968
1970

1972
1974

1976
1978

1980
1982

1984
1986

1988
1990

1992
1994

1996
1998

2000
2002

2004

M
illi

on
s 

of
 M

T



üOpen Access

üFisheries Management

¸Command and Control Regulations by 
Government

ÁRegulated Open Access

ÁLimited Entry

ÅProperty Rights Systems

üGlobally, has led to current state of fisheries

TraditionalApproach



Alternative Approach

Harness the 
Power of the 
Market to 
Achieve 

Environmental 
Goals



Premise of Market-Based Approaches

ü Consumers prefer 
seafood from 
sustainable fisheries 
and aquaculture

ü Companies will be 
socially and 
environmentally 
responsible in 
providing it

ü Creates economic 
incentives for fisheries 
to change practices



Pertaining to both Aquaculture and 
Capture Fisheries:

¸ Consumer Guides/Wallet Cards

¸ Ecolabeling

Sustainable Seafood Movement



Ecolabeling ~ Marine Stewardship Council

ü Established 1997

ü Independent, third-party 
certification firms to assess 
capture fisheriesagainst the MSC 
Principles and Criteria

ü 60+ fisheries certified or in 
assessment
¸ US certified:AAFA Pacific 

Albacore tuna, AK salmon, 
pollock, halibut, sablefish, 
longline Pacific cod, Oregon pink 
shrimp

¸ Other major certified:NZ hoki, 
South African hake, South 
Georgia toothfish, WA rock 
lobster, Patagonian scallops

ü In assessment:BC salmon, 
Dungeness crab, BSAI/GOA flatfish, 
North Sea herring, Gulf of St. 
Lawrence Northern shrimp, 
Norwegian Sea saithe, Ross Sea 
toothfish
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