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Bob Kerr: Kids learn from the
run to Horseneck
01:00 AM EDT on Friday, May 20, 2011

It was in Brewster, Mass., that young Luke Parker
turned to Bill Molloy, who was at the wheel of the
support van and told him there was a police car
behind them.

“And Mom and Dad are in it,” said Luke.

Yup, Chris and Lauri Parker were in the cruiser. That they would
spend part of Mother’s Day in the company of the law is just one of
those unexpected things that can happen when a guy runs from
Provincetown to Horseneck Beach in Westport, Mass. It’s not
something people regularly do.

A driver took issue with the Parkers running on Route 6. Chris Parker
took issue with the driver. Then the police showed up. The Parkers
were told Route 6 is too dangerous for running, and they were taken
to Route 6A. And the run, with its flexible rules and solid purpose,
moved west.

The run is something Parker had thought about for a while. He
wanted to use running, which has been a part of his life for a long
time, to benefit this wonderful project that he and Molloy and a small
group of other educators have taken on.

“It comes down to raising money,” said Molloy, a longtime teacher
and administrator in Fall River schools who now teaches at the
University of Rhode Island. “He wanted to combine the two things.”

So the run was combined with the Africa Teacher Foundation, a very
direct and personal way for teachers who have what they need to
help those who don’t. It began with a trip to Kenya with friends in
2007. Molloy was invited to help with a “feeding” at a school in a
Nairobi slum. He saw a classroom with one book and one chair and a
large number of students who were HIV-positive. They lived in the
room, and some of them died there.

He came back home with the idea of going back to Kenya with
teachers and supplies and a better way to teach. This year will be the
fourth trip. And Chris Parker is a natural to be a part of it. He and
Molloy met when he was a student of Molloy at Durfee High School in
1984. From Durfee, Parker moved on to Tufts, Northeastern and the
University of Oregon, where he earned his Ph.D. in school psychology.
He now runs his own company, IDEAL Consulting Services, which
promotes research-based educational practices centered on teaching
literacy. When he goes to Kenya, he conducts intense four-day
workshops on teaching strategies.

“I work with teachers regularly here in the states, and I hear a lot of
complaining,” said Parker. “But I go over there — where people have
every reason in the world to complain — and I never hear one
complaint.”

He called his 10-day, 116-mile run to Horseneck “Shillings For Shule.”
Shule is Swahili for school. He came home to Westport every night,
visited a chiropractor every morning. Lauri Parker, a teacher in Fall
River, covered one stretch when her husband’s legs needed a day off.

0Share

Advertisement

LATEST Video

More projo videos

More Bob Kerr

Bob Kerr: Kids learn from the run to Horseneck

This is necessary in order to know whether to
buy

Bob Kerr: Once you’re in, you’re never really
out

Bob Kerr: Here’s a book about surviving a
nightmare

Bob Kerr: These students found a way to make
a difference

More ...

Most Viewed Yesterday

Bob Kerr

Friday, May 20, 2011 7:35 a.m.

  

RI House
approves civil
unions by 62 to
11 vote

Ride of Silence:
Remembering
Brown cyclist
Paige Hicks

RISD fashion
students'
collections get
final crtitique

projo.com

News  Sports  PolitiFact Obituaries  Lifebeat  Business  Opinion  Calendar

projo Blogs

Cars  Homes  Jobs  Shop  Classifieds  Legals

In Paper Ads Shopping Guides

Circulars Cardi's
Special Sections Benny's

http://www.projo.com/LogOut.do
http://www.projo.com/myprojo/
http://www.projo.com/membercontent/memberprofile.html
http://www.projo.com/sharedcontent/registration/membercenter.jsp
http://www.projo.com/membercontent/memberprofile.html
http://www.projo.com/
http://www.projo.com/mediakit/

http://www.projo.com/adv/
http://clicks.beap.ad.yieldmanager.net/c/YnY9MS4wLjAmYnM9KDE0aGhoOWU4ZihnaWQkNDg4NWFjYjQtODJkNS0xMWUwLTk2MWYtN2Y4ZjI1NWRkMTcxLHN0JDEzMDU4OTEzMzc3NDc0NjQsc2kkNzYxNTUxLHYkMS4wLGFpZCQ4TkxqN21LSVZTWS0sY3QkMjUseWJ4JDRYMGJwR2QwcTFtczFKUzJwRVpsbFEsciQwLHJkJDEwdHJ2dHNpcCkp/0/*http://www.irvingbhaynes.com/
http://clicks.beap.ad.yieldmanager.net/c/YnY9MS4wLjAmYnM9KDE0aHJ0YnJvbyhnaWQkNDg4NWFjYjQtODJkNS0xMWUwLTk2MWYtN2Y4ZjI1NWRkMTcxLHN0JDEzMDU4OTEzMzc3NDc0NjQsc2kkNzYxNTUxLHYkMS4wLGFpZCRMcXJqN21LSVZTWS0sY3QkMjUseWJ4JDRYMGJwR2QwcTFtczFKUzJwRVpsbFEsciQwLHJkJDEwdGcxNnB0Mikp/0/*http://jakekaplansjaguar.com/
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/projo/search.html
http://www.projo.com/myprojo
http://www.projo.com/sharedcontent/registration/reg_newsletter.jsp
http://www.projo.com/rss/
http://www.projo.com/rss/
http://riverofnews.projo.com/index.xml
http://www.projo.com/rss/
http://www.projo.com/adv/
http://www.parade.com/
javascript:belo.slcgm.common.article.recommendAction('STORY.130081db2fd.93.88.fa.f.311b9fc','Article',belo.slcgm.common.article.recommendCallback);
http://www.projo.com/mediakit/

http://www.projo.com/video/
http://www.projo.com/news/bobkerr/kerr_column_18_05-18-11_P6O48DI_v15.31fcd5c.html
http://www.projo.com/news/bobkerr/kerr_column_18_05-18-11_P6O48DI_v15.31fcd5c.html
http://www.projo.com/news/bobkerr/kerr_column_15_05-15-11_97O2R3N_v14.2bf7469.html
http://www.projo.com/news/bobkerr/kerr_column_15_05-15-11_97O2R3N_v14.2bf7469.html
http://www.projo.com/news/bobkerr/kerr_column_13_05-13-11_SUO1GQU_v14.31f9c70.html
http://www.projo.com/news/bobkerr/kerr_column_13_05-13-11_SUO1GQU_v14.31f9c70.html
http://www.projo.com/news/bobkerr/kerr_column_11_05-11-11_LFO0K3P_v12.311df66.html
http://www.projo.com/news/bobkerr/kerr_column_11_05-11-11_LFO0K3P_v12.311df66.html
http://www.projo.com/news/bobkerr/content/
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&winname=addthis&pub=ra-4da5c5b32be5cfc6&source=tbx32-250&lng=en&s=facebook&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.projo.com%2Fnews%2Fbobkerr%2Fkerr_column_20_05-20-11_9RO5IRS_v19.311b9fc.html&title=Bob%20Kerr%3A%20Kids%20learn%20from%20the%20run%20to%20Horseneck%20%7C%20Bob%20Kerr%20%7C%20projo.com%20%7C%20The%20Providence%20Journal&ate=AT-ra-4da5c5b32be5cfc6/-/-/4dd6520db4cb71fc/1&uid=4dd6520dc6545c64&sms_ss=1&at_xt=1&pre=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.projo.com%2Fnews%2Fbobkerr%2F&tt=0
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&winname=addthis&pub=ra-4da5c5b32be5cfc6&source=tbx32-250&lng=en&s=google&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.projo.com%2Fnews%2Fbobkerr%2Fkerr_column_20_05-20-11_9RO5IRS_v19.311b9fc.html&title=Bob%20Kerr%3A%20Kids%20learn%20from%20the%20run%20to%20Horseneck%20%7C%20Bob%20Kerr%20%7C%20projo.com%20%7C%20The%20Providence%20Journal&ate=AT-ra-4da5c5b32be5cfc6/-/-/4dd6520db4cb71fc/2&uid=4dd6520dd9d6adcc&sms_ss=1&at_xt=1&pre=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.projo.com%2Fnews%2Fbobkerr%2F&tt=0
http://www.projo.com/video/index.html?bctid=951039150001
http://www.projo.com/video/index.html?bctid=951039150001
http://www.projo.com/video/index.html?bctid=951039150001
http://www.projo.com/video/index.html?bctid=951039150001
http://www.projo.com/video/index.html?bctid=951039150001
http://www.projo.com/video/index.html?bctid=949487397001
http://www.projo.com/video/index.html?bctid=949487397001
http://www.projo.com/video/index.html?bctid=949487397001
http://www.projo.com/video/index.html?bctid=949487397001
http://www.projo.com/video/index.html?bctid=949487397001
http://www.projo.com/video/index.html?bctid=948655876001
http://www.projo.com/video/index.html?bctid=948655876001
http://www.projo.com/video/index.html?bctid=948655876001
http://www.projo.com/video/index.html?bctid=948655876001
http://www.projo.com/video/index.html?bctid=948655876001
http://www.projo.com?tn/
http://www.projo.com/sports?tn
http://www.politifact.com/rhode-island/
http://www.politifact.com/rhode-island/
http://www.projo.com/obituaries?tn
http://www.projo.com/lifebeat?tn
http://www.projo.com/business?tn
http://www.projo.com/opinion?tn
http://www.projothebeat.com/
http://www.projo.com/blogs?tn
http://www.projo.com/projocars
http://www.projo.com/projohomes
http://www.projo.com/projojobs
http://projo.travidia.com/ROP/Categories.aspx
http://www.projo.com/classifieds
http://newspaperads.projo.com/class/ClassifiedAds.aspx?scid=LG
http://projo.travidia.com/ROP/Categories.aspx
http://www.projo.com/shopping_guides/
http://www.projo.com/circulars/
http://projo.travidia.com/FSI/tiles.aspx?advid=200150&loc=53346
http://www.projo.com/special_sections/
http://projo.travidia.com/FSI/Tiles.aspx?advid=200302&loc=51533


Bob Kerr: Kids learn from the run to Horseneck | Bob Kerr | projo.com | The Providence Journal

http://www.projo.com/news/bobkerr/kerr_column_20_05-20-11_9RO5IRS_v19.311b9fc.html[5/20/2011 7:36:46 AM]

Before the run, Molloy and Parker contacted a bunch of schools and
asked that students pledge a penny a mile. The returns are still
coming in. The money will help feed kids and create better teachers
in a place where the need is clear and immediate, and where some
good people are providing the best kind of American investment.

For more information, go to africateacherfoundation.org.
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