T [
HE GEE | EEEEE
v URI News

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING + Alumni Center, 73 Upper College Road, Kingston, Rhode Island 02881-2004
Phone: 401-874-2116 * Fax: 401-874-7872 or 401-874-5716 + www.uri.edu

For Immediate Release
For Further Information Shane Donaldson 401-874-4894

URI creating technologically-advanced classrooms
New learning center models demonstrated for Governor’s PK-16 Council

KINGSTON, R.I. — September 15, 2008 — With an
eye toward helping educators keep all students actively
involved in the learning process, the University of Rhode
[sland is creating state-of-the-art classrooms.

New technology is helping pre- and in-service
teachers create more engaging and efficient learning
environments for their classrooms. David Byrd, director of

the School of Education, and David Porter, director of

media and technology services, presented models of the University of Rhode Island President Robert Carothers
tests the new Clicker technology that was demonstrated
classrooms — funded by a $5.6 million state grant for for the Governor's PK-16 Council. URI Department of
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Council. A crowd of more than 50 people from higher and secondary education, the statehouse and the
business world were on hand for the presentation, held in the Galante Lounge of the URI Library on
Friday, Sept. 12.

To demonstrate one aspect of the technology, Byrd gave
12 members of the council a clicker, which is a wireless remote
that can be used for anonymous polling for multiple-choice
questions projected on a screen. Byrd asked council members,
“What element provides the most potential for producing
energy?” After giving council members a few moments to record

their answer, Byrd was able to produce a bar graph showing how

David Byrd, director of URI's School of
Education, speaks during his presentation on
advances in technology in classrooms at the

many responses were submitted for each of the four possible
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Photography. . 4 The exercise demonstrated how all students are kept

engaged in a lesson, rather than just those students willing to contribute verbally to the discussion. It also
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