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 The playing fi eld has drastically 
changed for the engineering profession as 
much of the work typically accomplished in 
this country is now moving offshore.  China, 
India, and other countries are graduating 
huge numbers of highly qualifi ed engineers 
prepared to work at low wages, and global 
fi rms are turning to them for their research 

and development needs.  If this trend continues, one wonders 
how our grads will fi nd work and how America will remain 
competitive?
 The answer to this disturbing question lies in a con-
cept now promoted by the National Science Foundation 
known as Collaborative Advantage [Issues in Science and 
Technology, Winter 2006.] Recognizing that much work and 
innovation has gone abroad and that there is little likelihood 

that the clock will turn back, the promoters of this concept 
argue that success will come to those who can locate the 
best talent and the best ideas worldwide and who can work 
together with them.  The engineer of the future, therefore, 
must be technically smart, as always, but must also be mo-
bile, able to work in global teams, able to transcend cultural 
barriers and innovate, design, and manufacture in a global 
setting.
 All of this sounds familiar to the IEP, which has 
been promoting this concept for almost twenty years .  It is 
rewarding to see authorities such as the National Science 
Foundation giving credence to our work.  It is also reward-
ing to see that IEP students are moving in the right direc-
tion in preparing themselves to collaborate with peers from 
many societies around the world over the coming decades.  
IEP students face a new world which is both challenging 
and exciting!

Do you have high career 
aspirations? Do you hope 
to land a leadership/
management track position 
with a large global company?   
If you chose to join the 
International Engineering 
Program, you have already 
set yourself apart from the 
majority of US undergraduate 
engineers, who complete 
their degree and begin 
the job search without an 
international experience, 
never mind a full degree in a 
second language!  
However, while a program 
like ours might open a door 
for you, to actually get the 
job of your dreams there are 
a variety of other experiences 
and skills you must also 
obtain.  

 Human resources 
managers have indicated 
the following as important 
components in a winning 
profi le/resumé:
• A cumulative GPA above a 
3.0/4.0 
• At least one professional 
internship (in addition to the 
IEP internship abroad)  
• Evidence of leadership 
ability and strong teamwork 
skills. 
• Evidence of a work-life 
balance (non-academic 
pursuits, healthy 
appearance, etc.)
• Knowledge of business 
fundamentals
• Profi ciency in a third 
language! 
Continued on back cover.
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Summer “To Do” List
IEP Students, consider completing the following over the 
summer:
□ Update your resumé, have it reviewed by Career Ser-
vices and submit it to the IEP.
□ Make sure you have a valid passport. Visit travel.state.
gov for more information.
□Visit partner company websites that you would like to 
intern for.
□ Review IEP curriculum requirements to ensure you are 
on track for graduation.
□ Improve your foreign language skills (at the Deutsche 
Sommerschule, for example.)
□ Find a summer internship and/or other opportunities to 
build your resumé.

Where in the World?
IEP Interns Abroad
France:
Sarah Gabryluk: Hutchinson
Jean-Philippe Shulman: GTM Batiment
Virginia Sorrell: Saint-Gobain

Germany:
Mitchell Berman: DaimlerChrysler
Michael Chinigo: Hilti
Jafet Fernandez: Poly IC GmbH
Andrew Greene: Aviso 
Grant Mason: Bosch
Joseph Micheli: MTU
Stephen Rambikur: ZF Friedrichshafen AG
Ryan Tanner: BMW AG 

Mexico:
Sharon Ruggieri: Texas Instruments

Quebec:
Lucy Almeida Université Laval

IEP Study Abroad
Germany (TU-Braunschweig)
Christopher Cummiskey (Masters/Diplom candidate)
Suchismita Datta
Nika McManus (Masters/Diplom candidate)

France (UT Compiègne)
Nicole Nelligan

IEP House News
Applications are being accepted for the IEP House for the 
Summer and 2006-07 academic year. The application pro-
cess is conducted on a rolling basis, so act now to secure a 
place--spaces are fi lling up quickly!

Stop by the IEP House for lunch or dinner any week-
day for a home-cooked meal from our own chef Mark. 
Meals are served at the following hours on weekdays dur-
ing the semester:
Lunch $6: 11:30 a.m.-1:30p.m.
Dinner $8: 6:00p.m.-7:00p.m.
Meal tickets are available for sale in the offi ce. Buy 10 
tickets and get one free!

Events in the House:
Wednesdays, 4:00 p.m.: Kaffeestunde

Mondays, Fridays 12:00-2:00 p.m; Tuesdays, Thursdays 
9:00-11:00 a.m.: German tutoring

April 25 at 4:00p.m.: Lecture Series

NEW Lecture Series
 The IEP House Council and Theta Tau are hosting 
former Siemens Corporate Vice President and Treasurer 
Karl Midunsky for a lecture series entitled “What Every 
Engineer Should Know About Business.” The lecture, 
to be held on Tuesday, April 25 at 4:00p.m., is the fi rst in 
a series from Mr. Midunsky. 
 Mr. Midunsky served as V.P. and Treasurer at 
Siemens AG in Germany from 1995-2004, most recently 
acting as chief negotiator in merger and acquisition trans-
actions. He has held many other prominent positions and 
serves on the boards at both German and American fi rms.

International Engineering Program
University of  Rhode Island
67 Upper College Road
Kingston, RI 02881

401-874-4283
www.uri.edu/iep
iep@etal.uri.edu

Going Global—Life as Usual for the IEP

Ai Fanglin, Education Counsellor at The Consulate Gen-
eral of the People’s Republic of China in New York receives 
a plaque of recognition from Dr. John Grandin as URI 
Prof. Yan Ma looks on. Dr. Grandin and Dr. Ma recently 
visited the Chinese Consulate to discuss the developing 
URI Chinese IEP.  In May and June, 14 URI students will 
travel to China to study Chinese language and culture as 
participants in the fi rst IEP Chinese Study Tour. 

Thinking Beyond College, continued from cover
 Once you draft your resumé, don’t consider it done. 
It will evolve and change over time. Make sure to have 
it edited periodically by someone in Career Services or a 
business professional.
 Don’t wait until the last minute to build up your 
experiences! Many opportunities await you during your 
college career—it is up to you to take advantage of them. 
Stop by the IEP offi ce for further advice on building your 
resume.

Director Dr. 
John Grandin
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German Study Tour: German Profs. Stephanie Hann and 
Damon Rarick will be taking 23 students on a language, 
culture, and business tour of Germany, visiting historical 
sites, the TU-Braunschweig, and various companies.

Deutsche Sommerschule am Atlantik: For the 26th year, 
URI will host the DSSA, June 25-August 4 at the IEP House. 
The program offers an intense three- or six-week program 
at all levels of German, from elementary to graduate level. 
Applications are being accepted until June 2, 2006. Students 
need not have any background in German and earn two se-
mesters of German language credit in 6 weeks.

Kaffeestunde continues to be held at the IEP House every 
Wednesday afternoon from 4:00-5:00p.m. in the dining area 
when classes are in session. Stop by to have some home-
made Kaffeekuchen and practice your German.

German tutoring is available in the IEP House living room 
courtesy of the URI German Section. Student tutors are 
present Monday and Friday 12:00-2:00p.m. and Tuesday 
and Thursday, 9:00-11:00a.m.

Dr. Lars Erickson’s interim offi ce is located at 210 Flagg 
Road during renovation of  Independence Hall.

UTC intensive French summer classes are a hit.  Four stu-
dents will spend August at UTC learning French.  Adrienne 
Mundorf, Jenna Head, Josh Sawyer, and Aaron Heben-
streit will take advantage of UTC’s tuition-free courses to 
accelerate their learning of French and prepare themselves 
for a full semester at UTC later on in their studies.

An interactive language learning DVD-ROM entitled 
“Le Stagiaire” (“The Intern”) is being developed by Lars 
Erickson and Jean-Yves Hervé. The interactive software 
will provide French IEP students with opportunities to learn 
technical French and prepare themselves for an internship. 
The proof-of-concept version of the software is being made 
possible by a URI Foundation grant . 

Prof. Robert Mantiega’s interim offi ce is located at 210 
Flagg Road during renovation of Independence Hall. In 
May, Prof. Manteiga will travel to Spain to visit corporate 
and university partners in Madrid, Zaragoza, Burgos, San 
Sebastian, and Santander.

The IEP will be hosting professors and students from the 
University of Cantabria during the month of August. They 
will reside at the IEP House, study English, visit local attrac-
tions, and make contacts with URI professors and scholars.

Robert Janusz was recently awarded the William and Pau-
line Silvia scholarship. The scholarship is awarded annu-
ally to a Spanish IEP student to support their study abroad 
semester.

Erin Papa (IEP 2001) has been teaching English and study-
ing Mandarin at the Zhejiang University in Hangzhou since 
mid-January. She will also coordinate the IEP Chinese 
Study Tour in May and June. The study tour will expose 
URI engineering students to the Chinese language and cul-
ture as they visit research institutes and companies, while 
also earning six credits of Chinese language instruction.

Oh the Places You’ll Go! 

Congratulations!
Meghan Bellows (IEP 2006) was recently awarded the Wu Fel-
lowship for graduate study at Princeton University. The Fellow-
ship is awarded for new graduate students who “demonstrate the 
potential to be world leaders in their fi elds in the 21st century.”

Denise (Schettino) Buckley (IEP 1996) and her husband Mi-
chael are proud parents of baby daughter, Kathlyn Margaret.

Matt Kane (IEP 2003) is proud to announce his engagement to 
Jessica Coulombe (URI 2001). The wedding is scheduled for 
February 2007.

Glen Russell (IEP 2002) and his wife Kathy recently welcomed 
a new daughter, Kayla to their family.

G l o b a l  U p d a t e s 
Alumni Abroad
Paul Hutchins (IEP ‘05) is currently in China 
teaching English. He provides us with a brief ac-
count of his work there: 
I’m teaching English here and learning Chinese (or 
at least attempting to—it’s not as easy for me as 
learning Spanish).  I arrived in September and will 
return to the US in August.  I live in Zhuji, a small 
city of about 1 million people in the Zhejiang prov-
ince, about 3 hours by bus from Shanghai.  It is the 
pearl capital of China and is the biggest sock manu-
facturer in China.  I work with the TEFL organiza-
tion and teach about 25 hours a week and I travel 
around Zhejiang mostly on my days off.  I am hav-
ing a great time—I teach with 4 other Americans 
and we are basically the only westerners in the city.  
I live about an hour and a half from Hangzhou, 
where Erin Papa (IEP 2001) is living and teaching 
now at Zhejiang University.

A billboard advertising English lessons in Zhuji, China features 
IEP alum (2005) Paul Hutchins. He and IEP Alum Erin Papa are 
currently in China teaching English. 

Spanish IEP student Sharon Ruggieri  
(MCE ‘07) sends this message from 
Aguascalientes, Mexico, where she is 
currently completing an internship at 
Texas Instruments. 
 As part of the SIEP I have al-
ready spent a semester studying en-
gineering in Spain and completed a 
summer internship at the University of 
Puerto Rico in materials science. I am 
now doing my SIEP internship for six 
months at Texas Instruments in Aguas-
calientes, Mexico as a project manager 
in quality control.
 While in Puerto Rico I 
spent the day working with pro-
fessors at the University of Puerto 
Rico on a materials science proj-
ect and the night either out danc-
ing or at the beach, and I spent the 
weekends camping out on the is-
lands around PR. I enjoyed Puerto 
Rico so much that I am now try-
ing to return for a full semester 
abroad at the University of Puerto 
Rico.
 In Spain I studied at the 

University of Navarra’s technical cam-
pus (TECNUN.) This small engineer-
ing school puts a lot of emphasis on 
values, professional development and 
experience. Being such a small univer-
sity there is a very unique environment 
with respect to relationships among 
students and between students and pro-
fessors. TECNUN is in San Sebastian, 
an amazingly beautiful European city 
along the beach that has it’s own unique 
Basque culture.
 I think of my TI internship as 

Chinese IEP News Chinese IEP News Chinese IEP 
News Chinese IEP News Chinese IEP News Chinese 
IEP News Chinese IEP News Chinese IEP News Chi-
nese IEP News Chinese IEP News Chinese IEP News 

9th Annual Colloquium on 
International Engineering 

Education

Educating Engineers 
as Global Citizens

November 2-5, 2006 at the Hotel Viking in Newport, RI

A colloquium designed for higher education adminis-
trators, engineering and language faculty, international 
educators, and leaders from the public and private sector.

Organized by the University of Rhode Island.

an amazing experience professionally 
and personally. Having such a signifi -
cant  global company on my resumé will 
open doors for me in the future. The TI 
internship could not be a better oppor-
tunity; I am treated as a full engineer, 
not thought of as an intern, completing 
a highly technical project, and I do all 
of my work in Spanish! I work in the 
fabrication of transmissions where I am 
improving production lines for products 
that are made for BMW, Bosch, Ford, 
etc. 

 Spending time in  three dif-
ferent locations has given me the 
chance to experience three com-
pletely different cultures of Span-
ish-speaking world. I hope that the 
other IEP students will know how 
many unbelievable opportunities 
are available in the IEP and take 
advantage of them. Having trav-
eled to PR, Spain and Mexico has 
given me so much including great 
friends, unbelievable memories 
and professional experience.Sharon Ruggieri (second from left) with family 

friends in Spain.

SIEP Student Sharon Ruggieri accounts her experiences 
in Spain, Puerto Rico, and Mexico


