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In late August I was invited to Ohio to 
speak about Globalization at a man-
agement trainee seminar for one of our 
partner companies, the German- based 
ZF Friedrichshafen AG.  ZF is a global 
supplier to the automobile industry of 
transmission, steering, and suspension 
components.  The program was part of a 

core strategy to provide up-and-coming employees with 
the skills necessary for global teaming and to encour-
age them to take on international assignments.  While 
I was happy to speak to them about the phenomenon of 
Globalization, I realized upon arrival that they may well 
have more to tell me about the topic than I could possi-
bly tell them!  Yes, they were future leaders of a German 
company, but they themselves came from many different 

national locations and were indeed living Globaliza-
tion on a daily basis.  They were from Germany, the 
Netherlands, Italy, the United States, Turkey, Brazil, 
and China.  They all shared the commonality of the 
company and their chosen areas of expertise, but were 
in Ohio learning to appreciate each other’s cultural 
perspectives and issues, and how best to achieve their 
goals through cross-cultural teamwork.  I was very 
proud to tell them about the IEP and the many students 
who have interned for and even gone to work for ZF.  
And I was really pleased to see once again how impor-
tant the IEP curriculum is and its focus on the need for 
young engineers to be mobile, fl exible, cross-cultur-
ally competent, and multilingual.   Such is the nature 
of business and technology in the 21st Century.  Such 
is the nature of the IEP.    
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East meets West in Hangzhou, China
1st Annual IEP China Study Tour partici-
pants and friends from Zhejiang University 
City College pose for a picture together at 
Lingyin Temple historic site in Hangzhou, 
China.  URI students from L to R:  Aaron 
Hebenstreit, Jim Leuzarder, Katrina Joseph-
son, Alexandra Dempsey, Jenna D’Amico, 
Curtis Richard, Graeme O’Connell, Melanie 
Rand, Ana Franco, Nate Walker, Program 
Coordinator Erin Papa, John Ellwood, Ni-
cole Stanton, and Cassandra Pinner.

Scholarships
•Gilman International Scholarship
for U.S. Citizens who are Pell Grant holders.  
Deadline for AY 2007-08 Study Abroad - Apr. 
7.  **Critical Language Supplement now 
available for Chinese studies.
www.iie.org/gilman

•Boren Scholarships (National Security Ed-
ucation Program) for students going to China 
or Latin America.  Deadline for AY 2007-08 
Study Abroad - Feb. 13.
www.iie.org/nsep

•DAAD (numerous awards for study in Ger-
many).  Deadline for undergraduate studies 
in Germany during AY 2007-08 - Jan. 31.  
Graduate awards also available.  
www.daad.org

Mr. Uwe Berner is a long term member 
of the IEP Advisory Board and has served 
as Executive Vice President of Human 
Resources and Service Companies for ZF 
Friedrichshafen AG (see above for more 
information) since 1989.  
  After completing his degree in Business 

Administration (Dipl.-Kaufmann) in 1971, Mr. Berner 
went to work for Standard Elektrik Lorenz AG in Stuttgart 
as a Trainee.  Soon after he was promoted to Personnel 
Offi cer in the Education Sector, and in 1974 he became 
Head of the Corporate Department for Specialist and 
Management Training.
  In 1977 Mr. Berner moved into the international arena, 
serving as Head of Personnel & Social Affairs for SEL 
Telecommunication in its Headquarters & Export Sector.  
Later he entered the automobile sector, becoming 
Executive Vice President and Labor Relations Director 
for FIAT, Iveco-Magirus AG.  After four years with 
FIAT, Mr. Berner joined the management board of ZF 
Friedrichshafen AG.  
 Mr. Berner is married and lives in Lindau on Lake 

Second in a series of biograph-
ical sketches on members of the 
IEP Advisory Board

Constance.  He has a daughter who studies 
in Vienna, and a son who studies in Stuttgart 
(engineering!).  Both he and his wife are avid 
hikers and have helped introduce John Grandin 
to the nearby Austrian mountains.
 Thanks to Mr. Uwe Berner’s involvement, ZF and the IEP enjoy 
a very productive relationship.  IEP Students intern at numerous 
ZF locations and many IEP graduates have gone to work for ZF 
in Germany and the U.S.  ZF is also a fi nancial supporter of the 
IEP.
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9th Annual Colloquium on
International Engineering Education

Educating Engineers as Global Citizens

November 2-5, 2006
at the

Hotel Viking in Newport, RI

Upcoming Events
Oct. 5, 4 PM, IEP House - IEP Open House - Wel-
come IEP Freshmen, exchange students, current 
and prospective students!  Hear from students who 
have recently returned from their year abroad! 

Oct. 10, 4 PM, IEP House - Spanish IEP Info. 
Session - Come meet Sharon Ruggieri and hear 
abour her experiences in Puerto Rico, Spain and 
Mexico!

Oct. 11, 11 AM-3 PM, Union Ballroom - Engi-
neering Career Fair - career.uri.edu

Oct. 17, 5 PM, IEP House - French IEP Info. Ses-
sion - Come meet returnees from France J-P Shul-
man (CVE) and Sarah Gabryluk (IME) and hear 
about their experiences!

Oct. 18, 4 PM, IEP House - German IEP Info. 
Session - In conjunction with Kaffeestunde, Ger-
man coffee hour.  Hear from returnees who stud-
ied in Braunschweig and completed internships 
abroad.

Oct. 19, 4 PM, IEP House - Chinese IEP Info. 
Session - Find out about the newest addition to the 
IEP!  There will be a presentation about the study 
tour to China this summer.

Alumni Updates
• Michael Rossoni ’05 is now working for APC, a stone’s throw 
from URI, as a Technical Support Engineer.
• Spanish IEP grad Hostos Monegro ’05 is a Technology Ana-
lyst for Goldman Sachs on Wall Street and recently began work 
on his MBA/MSIS at Stevens Institute of Technology.
• Paul Hutchins ’05 recently returned from a year of teaching 
English in China and has landed a job in San Diego, CA with 
Yeager Skanska, a global civil engineering fi rm.
• Pat Tunney ’99 started WPT Consulting 6 months ago, an 
independent consulting company “helping businesses get more 
out of their investment in SAP.”  www.wptconsulting.com
• Valentino LaScola ’05 is currently in the German Schwarz-
wald at Supfi na’s Wolfach location for a three-month training 
session.  Val is a Sales Engineer (Lean Systems) for Supfi na 
Machine Company in North Kingstown, RI.
• Erik Anderson ’02 is newly married and will begin the M.S./
Diplom program in January.  Herzlichen Glückwunsch!
• Eric Sargent ’03 was the fi rst U.S. student to complete the 
M.S./Diplom in December!  He is now in ZF Friedrichshafen’s 
Management Trainee Program.
• Jimmy De La Zerda ’04 is working on his MBA through a 
special program with his employer, UPS, in Chicago, IL.
• Meghan Collins ’05 is now employed by Baxter Healthcare 
- a medical device company headquartered in the suburbs of 
Chicago.
• Congratulations to Jenna Fournier and Derek Simpson ’01, 
who were married on July 2, 2006!  Derek is a civil engineer 
with GZA GeoEnvironmental in Norwood, MA.
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• Kaffeestunde is held at the IEP House every Wednesday 
afternoon from 4:00-5:00p.m. in the dining area when class-
es are in session. Stop by for some Kaffee und Kuchen and 
practice your German.  All are welcome!

• Free German tutoring is available courtesy of the URI Ger-
man Section.  Beginning Sept. 21 student tutors will be present 
in the newly renovated German Language Resource Room, 
Room 177 in Independence Hall.  Their schedule is as follows:

-  Ronny Roos from TU-Branschweig
   Monday and Thursday 12:30-2:30p.m.
-  Eni Halilovic, URI German major
   Tuesday and Friday, 2:00-4:00p.m.

• Congratulations to Joel Karlsberg and Allison Laferri-
ere who were awarded DAAD scholarships to support their 
studies in Germany this academic year.  Joel is beginning 
his second year of the Dual Degree Masters Program and 
Allison is an undergraduate ocean engineering and German 
major.

• Congratulations to Ana Franco who just accepted a posi-
tion in the DaimlerChrylser Management Trainee Program 
in Auburn Hills Michigan.

• Jenna Head, chemistry, and Adrienne Mundorf, German 
and electrical engineering, were the fi rst URI students to en-
roll in UTC’s intensive French courses during the month of 
August.  The August courses are tuition-free for URI IEP 
students.
• Nicole Nelligan, civil engineering, fi nished her semester 
at UTC in June.  Since July she has been interning with 
Dodin Construction helping them on the construction of the 
new A19 highway in France.  Nicole manages the plans for 
the 102 bridges that Dodin will build during the project.
• Welcome back to Sarah Gabryluk, Jean-Philippe Shul-
man, and Lucelene Almeida.  Sarah comes back from 
Montargis, France where she did an industrial engineer-
ing internship focusing on quality control with Hutchin-
son.  Jean-Philippe studied for a semester at UTC and then 
interned with GTM-Bâtiment, using his civil engineering 
skills on a construction project in Nanterre, France.  Luce-
lene returns from her research internship with the Centre 
des Recherches sur les Infrastructures en Béton at the Uni-
versité Laval in Québec City, Canada.
• Ginny Sorrell graduated in May with degrees in French, 
political science and chemical engineering and soon there-
after accepted a job with Rhodia, which requires monthly 
travel to France.
• Paulo Cardoso graduated in May with degrees in French 
and chemical engineering and then moved to Germany to 
begin working for Siemens.

2nd Annual Cantabria Faculty Visit:  This August the 
IEP hosted its second group of professors and administra-
tors from partner university the Universidad de Cantabria.  
The group completed a 50-hour intensive English course, 
taught by Sarah Wojciechowski.  They also met with URI 
professors and administrators to learn about the differences 
between the Spanish and American university systems.  

• 1st Annual China Study Tour:  Fourteen students trav-
eled to Hangzhou, China in May to complete a 6-week 
Mandarin Chinese language and culture course.  They were 
welcomed by IEP Program Coordinator Erin Papa (IEP 
’01), who was teaching English at Zhejiang University City 
College (ZUCC.)  The group had 3 hours of direct language 
instruction daily with lectures and laboratory and cultural 
visits in the afternoons.  The URI students also met regu-
larly with ZUCC students, allowing for personal cultural 
enrichment.  See article on opposite page to hear what one 
student thought of the experience.

• Welcome Dr. Wen Xiong!  Dr. Xiong joins us courtesy 
of HanBan, the Chinese National Offi ce of Teaching Chi-
nese as a Foreign Language.  She will be teaching Manda-
rin Chinese at URI for the next three years and helping to 
further develop the Chinese IEP.  For the past fi ve years Dr. 
Xiong taught in Melbourne, Australia, where she recently 
completed her Ph.D. at LaTrobe University.

Aaron Hebenstreit is a mechanical en-
gineering major in the German and 
French IEP, who went on the 1st study 
tour to China this summer and recently 
departed for his year in Germany.

This summer, I went on the IEP Study 
Tour to Hangzhou, China, where I spent 
eight weeks immersed in Chinese lan-
guage and culture at Zhejiang Universi-
ty.  Hangzhou, one of China’s “smaller” 
cities, has a population of over six mil-
lion.  I was never bored for a minute in 
this example of the results of China’s 
unbelievably rapid urbanization and 
rise to world power.  Every morning, I 
had Chinese class with other students 
from every part of the world (except 
Antarctica.)  With Chinese teachers 
who were the same age (or even young-
er) than my classmates and I, this made 
for a very interesting classroom envi-
ronment.  Chinese is by no measure an 
easy language to learn, but I was met 
with exceptional hospitality and friend-
liness by the native students, teachers, 
and just about everyone with whom I 
came into contact.  I spent a lot of time 
with Chinese friends, and I learned an 
amazing amount in a relatively short 
time.  Outside of class, I went on fi eld 
trips to all sorts of places, including tea 
villages, Chinese operas, university re-
search laboratories, and the scenic West 
Lake, around which the city is built.  I 
was also privileged to take part in lec-
tures at the host university on the sub-
jects of the country’s history, ethnic 
minorities, arts, and religions, all given 
from the perspective of local Chinese 
professors.

I found that there is an enormous de-
mand for native English speakers in 
China, and any Westerners present 
are treated somewhat as celebrities, 
because there are still relatively few 
foreigners to be found in the country.  
As testimony to this, without so much 
as fi lling out an application, I found 
employment as a teacher of English 
to high school and college students, a 

model for pajama and electric scooter 
advertisements, and even an actor in 
a Chinese movie about World War II.  
For the later, I lived and worked with a 
group of other foreigners for a week on 
a beautiful fi shing island, during which 
time a typhoon left us there for a few 
extra days.  Obviously, my birthday 
that week was one of the more eventful 
I’ve had!

China is growing at an incredible pace, 
and so far, it seems that not many Amer-
icans have taken notice.  In my opinion, 
one of the wisest things a university 
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student can do right now is to put an 
effort into learning Chinese.  The op-
portunities for someone who does this 
are already plentiful, and there will be 
even more in the near future.  At this 
point in time, China is in position to 
become the greatest and most powerful 
nation, with the largest population and 
economy, in the history of human civi-
lization.  As this rise is already in prog-
ress and will only accelerate within my 
lifetime, I am convinced that this is a 
country, a culture, and a language not 
to be ignored.
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IEP INTERNS ABROAD
France:
Nicole Nelligan, Civil
  Vinci Construction
Germany:
Jason Riddle, Mechanical
  BMW 
Spain:
Taylor Spalt, Mechanical
  Gamesa

IEP STUDY ABROAD
Germany (TU-Braunschweig)
Masters/Diplom candidates:
Joel Karlsberg 
Andrew Marchesseault
Nika McManus 
David Spencer
Undergraduates:
Allison Bentley, Electrical
Christopher Bessín, Ocean
Alaric Bobby, Mechanical
Kevyn Bollinger, Ocean
Justin Catalano, Business
Jenna Drummond, Ocean
James Ferguson, Industrial
Bradley Fonteneault, Mechanical
Michael Godfrin, Mechanical
Aaron Hebenstreit, Mechanical
Jeffrey Houle, Mechanical
John Ingraham, Mechanical
Jonathan Jewell, Mechanical

Zachary Karas, Mechanical
Alison Laferriere, Ocean
Derek Li, Computer
France (UTC)
Nick Mandler, Civil
Mexico (ITESM - Tec de Monter-
rey)
Taylor Asher, Ocean
Spain
Universidad de Cantabria
Adam Greenberg, Mechanical
Universidad de Zaragoza
Robert Janusz, Mechanical

EXCHANGE STUDENTS
From TU-Braunschweig:
Georg Becker, MBA
Ömer Beyazgül, Bus. Math.
Markus Biewald, MIS
Christ ian Brandt, M.S. IME
Florian Hauser, MCE/BUS
Phil ipp Hirt ler, M.S. CVE
Gregor Langer, M.S. ELE
Ronny Roos, M.S. MCE
Klaus Sollmann, M.S. MCE
Henrik Emmert, MBA
Sebastian Grobe, MBA
Jan Heuchert,  MBA
Sebastian Schulz, MBA
From UTC:
Johan Attal i ,  CMP
Mehdi Khir,  CMP
From TECNUN:
Mikel Fresneda, CVE/CMP

Where in the World?

Jenna Head 
and classmates 
from UTC at 
the Chateau de 
Versailles


