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3 
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1 
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Table of 
Contents &                

Organization 

(x2= 10%) 

   

 
Table of contents 

clear and accurate.  
Logically organized 
and clearly labeled 

 

 
Table of 
contents 

mostly clear 
and accurate; 
most items in 

order and 
clearly labeled 

 
Table of 
contents 

marginally 
adequate; some 

items out of 
order or not 

clearly labeled 

 
Table of 
contents 

insufficient; 
numerous items 
out of order or 

not clearly 
labeled 

 
Table of 
contents 

insufficient and 
inaccurate; very 

disorganized 
 

 
Table of 

contents not 
included;         

no semblance 
of 

organization 

 

 

Defining, 
Planning,      
& Refining 

(x1= 5%)  

 

Includes a variety of 
supporting evidence 

displaying an 
evolving, reflective 
research process.                  

May include 
encyclopedia 

research, concept 
mapping, and drafts/ 

revisions of 
assignments and 

research statements. 

 

 

Includes 
several 

meaningful 
pieces of 

supporting 
evidence 

displaying an 
evolving, 
reflective 
research 
process. 

 

 
Includes some 

meaningful 
supporting 

evidence of a 
evolving, 
reflective 

research process  

 
Includes some 

supporting 
evidence of the 

research 
process, but 

may not 
demonstrate 
meaningful 
progress or 
reflection.  

 
Includes few or 
no meaningful 

pieces of 
supporting 
evidence. 

 
No supporting 

evidence 
included 

 
 

 

 

Research  
Statement 

(x1= 5%) 

 
Topic is academically 
oriented, has depth.  
Statement is clear 
with a compelling 

rationale 

 
Topic is 

academically 
oriented, has 
some depth. 
Statement is 
identifiable, 
with good 
research 
rationale 

 

 
Topic is vaguely 
stated may not 
be academically 

oriented.       
Some rationale 
provided, but 

may be unclear 
 

 
Topic is barely 
described, is 

not 
academically 

oriented, and/ 
or lacks depth.  
No rationale 

evident. 

 
No clear topic, 
no rationale for 

researching 
topic.   

 
Not included 

 

 
 

Outline 
 

(x2= 10%) 
 
 
 

 
Project contains 
actual research 

paper, or:  
Outline sufficient to 

organize an 8-10 
page paper. Includes 

relevant source 
citations 

 
Mostly 

sufficient to 
organize a 

major research 
paper; contains 
most  relevant 

source 
citations 

 
Included, but  

not substantive 
enough for a 

major research 
paper 

May contain only 
a few source 

citations 

 
Incomplete or 
insufficient;            

does not 
contain 

relevant source 
citations 

 

 
Marginal; not 
useful as a 

framework for 
any written 

research paper.  
Does not contain 
relevant source 

citations 
 

 
Not included 
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Bibliography: 
Sources 

(x3= 15%) 

 
All 15 sources 
included meet 

project criteria for 
type, quality, and 

variety. 
Contains at least 10 

useful sources. 

 
Most sources 
meet criteria 

for  type, 
quality, and 
variety.  At 
least 9 of 15 

included 
sources are 

useful. 

 
Over half the 

sources included 
meet criteria for 

type, quality, 
and variety.  At 
least 8 useful 
sources for a 
total of 12. 

 

 
Approximately 

half of the 
included 

sources meet 
criteria for 

type, quality, 
and variety.  At 
least 6 useful 
sources for a 
total of 10. 

 
Fewer than half 

the included 
sources meet 

criteria for type, 
quality, and 
variety.  Less 
than 6 useful 

sources and/or 
less than 10 

sources overall. 

 
None included 

 
 
 

 

 
Bibliography: 

Citations 

(x3= 15%) 

 
All citations are in 

the assigned citation 
style. 

 
At least 12 

citations are in 
assigned style, 
or missing one 
element in all 

citations. 

 
At least 9 
sources in 

correct format 
or 2 elements 

are missing in all 
citations. 

 
At least 6 
sources in 

correct format 
or 3 elements 

may be missing 
in all citations. 

 
Citations are 

attempted but 4 
or more 

elements are 
missing. 

 
None included 

 

 
Bibliography: 
Annotations 

(x3= 15%) 

 
All annotations 
evaluate source 
content, author 
credibility, and 

relevance to topic. 
 

 
At least 12 
annotations 

evaluate 
source content, 

author 
credibility, and 

relevance to 
topic. 

 

 
At least 9 

annotations 
evaluate source 
content, author 
credibility, and 

relevance to 
topic. 

 

 
At least 6 

annotations 
evaluate source 
content, author 
credibility, and 

relevance to 
topic. 

 

 
Five or fewer 
annotations 

evaluate source 
content, author 
credibility, and 

relevance to 
topic. 

 

 
None included 

 

 
Bibliography: 
Supporting 
Materials 

(x3=15%) 

 

 
All source materials 

included. All 
materials organized 

as required and 
clearly labeled. 

 
Materials for at 

least 12 
sources 

included. 
Organized and 
clearly labeled. 

 
Materials for at 
least 9 sources 

included.  
Organized and 

labeled. 

 
Materials for at 
least 6 sources 
included. May 

not be 
organized and 

labeled. 

 
Materials for 
fewer than 6 

sources 
included. May 

not be organized 
or labeled. 

 
None included 

 

 

Research Logs 

(x1= 5%) 

 

 
All required entries 
included. Each entry 

is thorough and 
addresses the 

required issues. 

 
All required 

entries 
included.  Most 
are thorough 
and address 
the required 

issues. 

 
One or two 

research logs are 
missing, or do 

not fully address 
the required 

issues. 

 
More than two 
research logs 
missing or do 

not address the 
required issues. 

 
Only one or two 

research logs 
included. 

 
None included 

 

 

Research  
Summary 

(x1= 5%) 

 
Thorough, thoughtful 

reflection the 
research process, 

successes and 
challenges, 

usefulness, and final 
outcomes. 

 

 
Mostly 

thorough 
reflection on 
the research 

process.  
Addresses most 
of the required 

elements. 

 
Considers most 

required 
elements but 

lacks sufficient 
thoroughness or 

reflection. 

 
Lacks discussion 
on most of the 

required 
elements; may 
summarize but 

lacks reflection. 

 
Brief, 

inadequate 
discussion 

addressing few 
or no required 

elements. 

 
Not included 

 

     
     On time?          YES                        NO 
     If no, number of days late: _______ x 10 = _______________  (Late penalty to be subtracted 
                   from total) 

 
Total: 

 


