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Highlights of the Week 

Indian Modernity: Once Colonial, Now Global, lecture by Dr. Dipesh Chakrabarty 

(Honors Colloquium/Keynote Address) 

3 

Frontiers in Health Care: Development of a Professional, Inclusive and Culturally         

    Competent Work force 

4 

Frontiers in Medical Practice:  Transfusion-Free Surgery in the United States 4 

Frontiers in Food Hunger and Social Policy 4 

Cultural Competence in Pharmaceutical Care 4 

Pangaea:  The URI Roots Music Series, featuring Odaiko New England 6 

Final Fall Edition 
Join us at ... 

. 

Lifespan Minigrant Winners 

‘Pudding’ the ABILITY Back into Disability:  Interactive Simulation & Reflection About 

Disabilities 

3 

‘We Will Make Miracles”’  A University-Inner City School Peace-in-Action Partnership 5 

Gender Stereotypes in Fitness and Wellness 6 
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Welcome  
To URI Faculty and Staff,  
Please join us in making this year’s URI Diversity Week the successful event we have all worked to 
make it become.  In celebrating the 13th Annual URI Diversity Week, we have organized a full 
week of workshops, presentations, music performances, and festivities.  There is a variety of 
ways that URI faculty has brought inclusive diversity and multiculturalism in their classrooms.  
Ideas and resources can be found on the URI Diversity Week Online Teaching Manual at 
www.uri.edu/mcc. Consider incorporating URI Diversity Week into your Fall courses.  
 
 

Mission 
When it was founded, URI Diversity Week was envisioned as an agency for enhancing campus 
climate and building campus community across cultural and disciplinary boundaries.  Thirteen 
years later, URI Diversity Week has evolved into a vehicle for infusing global learning into the 
campus culture. 
 
The American Council on Education defines global learning as “the knowledge, skills, and atti-
tudes that students acquire through a variety of experiences that enable them to understand 
world cultures and events; analyze global systems; appreciate cultural differences; and apply this 
knowledge and appreciation  to their lives as citizens and workers. 
 
 

URI Diversity Week Keynote Address and Honors Colloquium Speaker  
Dr. Dipesh Chakrabarty of University of Chicago 

 
Dr. Dipesh Chakrabarty is the Lawrence A. Kimpton Distinguished Service Pro-
fessor in History, South Asian Languages and Civilizations, and the College. He is 
also a Faculty Fellow of the Chicago Center for Contemporary Theory, holds a 
visiting position at the Research School of Humanities at the Australian National 
University, and an Honorary Professorial Fellowship with the School of Histori-
cal Studies at the University of Melbourne, Australia . He is a founding member 
of the editorial collective of Subaltern Studies, a co-editor of Critical Inquiry, 
and a founding editor of Postcolonial Studies. He has also served on the edito-
rial boards of the American Historical Review and Public Culture.  

 
This program is co-sponsored by the URI Honors Colloquium and the Multicultural Center.  
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Tuesday,  September  29 th  
Divers i ty  Video & F i lm Fest iva l  

Tue 
- 
Mon 

 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ²ŜŜƪΩǎ 9ƳǇǘȅ /ŀƴǾŀǎΥ  IŜƭǇ ǳǎ Cƛƭƭ ƛǘ NC 

Memorial Union, 193° Coffeehouse 
Facilitated by Justin Quintanilla, Computer Science, and 
Allyson Van Wyk, English  

  

9:30am 
– 

10:45am 

 άYƛƴƎ DƛƳǇέΥ !Ǌǘƛǎǘ 9ȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀƛǊŜ ό±ƛŘŜƻύ 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Pamela Rohland, Disability Services for 
Students 

  

11:00am 
– 

12:15pm 

 5ŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΥ  άCƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ǊŀƎƻƴέ ό±ƛŘŜƻύ 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Pamela Rohland and Rosemary Lavigne, 
Disability Services for Students; Mary Jane 
Klinkhammer and Dr. Jasmine Mena, Counseling 
Center 

 Racism on the Contemporary College Campus: Stories 
from Women of Color of Bias Without Intention  
Multicultural Center, Computer Classroom (Rm. 005) 
Facilitated by Dr. Annemarie Vaccaro, Human 
Development and Family Studies 

12:30pm 
– 

1:45pm 

 Body Image:  Effects of the Mass Media on the Self-
Image of Diverse Groups 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Sue Ash, Health Services;  and members 
of the Body Image Acceptance Committee 

 Critically Examining the Cultural Politics of the 'Boy-Man' 
in New Millennium America 
Multicultural Center, Computer Classroom (Rm. 005) 
Facilitated by Dr. Kyle Kusz, Kinesiology 

2:00pm 
– 

3:15pm 

 Establishing Critical Perspective on Race Through the 
Critical Incident Technique 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Osvaldino Dasilva, Communication 
Studies; Dr. Lynne Derbyshire and Dr. Ian Reyes, 
Communication Studies 

 ά²ŀǊ /ƘƛƭŘέΥ  ! CƛƭƳ !ōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ [ƛŦŜ ƻŦ 9ƳƳŀƴǳŜƭ WŀƭΣ ŀ 
Child Soldier in Africa (Video) 
Multicultural Center, Computer Classroom (Rm. 005) 
Facilitated by Michaela Cashman, Environmental Science 
and Management;  and David Nelson,  Biology; and 
members of the Student Nonviolence Involvement 
Committee  

2:00pm 
– 

3:15pm 

 .ŜŦƻǊŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǿŀǎ Ψ!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩ 
Memorial Union, Atrium II 
Facilitated by Sierra Stanton, Secondary Education; and 
members of the Native American Student Organization 

  

3:30pm 
– 

4:45pm 

 ά¢ǊŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŀŘŜέΥ ! {ǘƻǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŜǇ bƻǊǘƘ 

(Video) 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Rev. Dr. Jennifer Phillips, {ǘΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΩǎ 
Episcopal Church;  and James DeWolf  
Perry VI, Harvard University  

 Racial Profiling in Rhode Island: Disparities and 
Significance 
Memorial Union, Rm. 318 
Facilitated by Dr. Leo Carroll, Sociology 

5:15pm 
- 

6:45pm 

   ΨtǳŘŘƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŜ !.L[L¢¸ .ŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΥ  LƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ 
Simulation & Reflection About Disabilities 
(Participation limited to the first 30 people) 
Multicultural Center, Computer Classroom (Rm. 005) 
Facilitated by Pamela Rohland, Disability Services for 

Students; and members of Students for a More Accessible 

Campus, the URI Disability Services for Students, and the 

7:30pm 
- 

9:00pm 

 Indian Modernity: Once Colonial, Now Global  
Chafee Hall, Chafee Auditorium (Rm. 271) 
Presented by Dr. Dipesh Chakrabarty, University of 
Chicago 

  



4  

 

Wed 
- 

Thur 

 The Art and Material Cultures of Africa 
NC

 

Memorial Union, Gallery 
Facilitated by Dr. Gitahi Gititi,  English 

  

10:00am 
– 

10:50am 

National Student Exchange (NSE): Travel, Study, and Enjoy 
a Semester at Another American University 
Memorial Union, Atrium I 
Facilitated by Donna Figueroa,  Office of International 
Education and NSE 

 Climate Change and Justice 
Memorial Union, Atrium II 
Facilitated by Christine Muller,  Music 

 

11:00am 
- 

11:50am 

Representation of Women in the Media 
Memorial Union, Rm. 318 
Facilitated by John Pantalone and Dr. Barbara Luebke, 
Journalism   

 Working with Future Generations for a Nonviolent Global 
Community 
Memorial Union, Atrium II 
Jonathan Lewis, The Gathering 

 

12:00pm 
– 

12:50pm 

Ordinary People, Turbulent Times:  Growing up Jewish in 
мфолΩǎ bŀȊƛ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ 

Memorial Union, Atrium I 
Facilitated by Alice Goldstein, Author, Warwick 

 Stress Reduction Through Knowing Yourself 
Memorial Union, Atrium II 
Facilitated by Dr. Celina Pereira, Health Services; and   
Holly Nichols, Counseling Center 

 

1:00pm 
– 

1:50pm 

Frontiers in Health Care: Development of a Professional, 
Inclusive, and Culturally Competent Work Force 
Memorial Union, Atrium I 
Facilitated by Dr. Lynne Dunphy, Nursing; and Gertrude 
Jones, Lifespan 

 wŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ψ¦wL !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ .ǊŜŀƪΥ 
/ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ .ƻǊŘŜǊǎΩ  

Memorial Union, Atrium II 
Facilitated by Gail Rashed Faris, ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ; and URI 
Academic Alternative Spring Break Student Panel 

 

2:00pm 
– 

2:50pm 

Frontiers in Medical Practice:  Transfusion-Free Surgery in 
the U.S. 
Memorial Union, Atrium I 
Facilitated by Kevin Wright, Rhode Island Hospital 

   

2:00pm 
- 

4:45pm 

 Designing Sustainable Solutions for Developing Countries 
Lippitt Hall, Rm. 303 
Facilitated by Dr. Tom Boving, Geosciences, and Dr. Vinka 
Craver, Civil and Environmental Engineering 

  

3:00pm 
– 

3:50pm 

Frontiers in Food Policy and Hunger Programs in the U.S. 
Memorial Union, Atrium I 
Facilitated by Dr. Diane Martins, Leah Murphy, Maria 
Mendez, Mercy Otieno, Jessica Delacruz, Jonah Martins 
and Sekboppa Sor, Nursing  

 A Human Rights and Regional Approach to U.S. Immigration 
Policy 
Memorial Union, Atrium II 
Facilitated by Dr. Rosaria Pisa, Sociology 

 

4:00pm 
– 

5:30pm 

Cultural Competence in Pharmaceutical Care 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Dr. Nasser Zawia, Graduate School; and 
Pharmacy Students 

 The URI Multicultural Center Dialogue Project: Deconstructing 
and Problem-Solving  Issues of Diversity on Campus 
Multicultural Center, Computer Classroom (Rm. 005) 
Facilitated by Kepler Jeudy, College Student Personnel 

 

6:00pm 
– 

6:50pm 

 Shakespeare:  A Poet for the Ages, A Man of His Timeτ
Anti-Semitism and Racism in The Merchant of Venice 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Bryna Wortman, Theatre 

  

7:00pm 
– 

10:00pm 

 Diversity Week Open Mic 
NC

 

Memorial Union, Ballroom 
Doors open at 7:00pm.  Open Mic begins at 8:00pm. 
Facilitated by Kalyana Champlain, Communication Studies  

  

Wednesday,  September  30 th  
Ideas,  Interact ions  & Dia logue  
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Thursday,  October  1 st 
Interact ing  with  Art  & Music  

Wed 
- 

Thur 

 The Art and Material Cultures of Africa NC 
Memorial Union, Gallery 
Facilitated by Dr. Gitahi Gititi,  English 

  

10:00am 
– 

10:50am 

 Community Sing 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Sue Warford, CDC; and the Child 
Development Center teachers, preschool, and 
kindergarten children 

 Working to Demobilize Child Soldiers in Liberia:  
Personal Reflections 
Multicultural Center, Computer Classroom (Rm. 005) 
Facilitated by Jones Mallay, Communication Studies   

11:00am 
– 

12:15pm 

 Ψ²Ŝ ²ƛƭƭ aŀƪŜ aƛǊŀŎƭŜǎΩΥ  ! ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ-Inner City 
School Peace-in-Action Partnership 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Dr. Susan Trostle Brand, Education; 
Jane Picciotti, CVS-Highlander School; and the 
Highlander School teachers and second grade 
students 

 Face to Face: Learning How to Dialogue with 
Difference 
Multicultural Center, Computer Classroom (Rm. 005) 
Facilitated by Dr. Jasmine Mena and Dr. Robert 
Samuels, Counseling Center  

12:30pm 
– 

1:45pm 

 Ψ{ǇŜŜŎƘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ IŀƳƳŜǊΧΩΥ IƛǇ IƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tǳōƭƛŎ 
Sphere 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Kalyana Champlain, Communication 
Studies 

 Military Unity to University Classroom:  Student 
Veterans Cope with Transition Challenges 
Multicultural Center, Computer Classroom (Rm. 005) 
Facilitated by Christine Dolan, Education;  Daniel 
Ustick, Career Services; and  panel of veteran students 

2:00pm 
– 

3:15pm 

 Out of Diversity:  We Speak 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Dr. Jody Lisberger, Women Studies; 
Dr. Stephen Barber, English; Dr. Lynne Derbyshire, 
Communication Studies; Frank Forleo, Talent 
Development;  Dr. Yvette Harps-Logan, Textiles, 
Fashion Merchandising and Design; Brandon 
Brown, Political Science and African and African 
American Studies; Marissa Fisher, Textiles, Fashion 
Merchandising and Design; Eva Jones, English; and 
Kou Nyan, Journaalism. 

 Addressing Health Disparities:  Fighting for a Healthy 
Rhode Island 
Multicultural Center, Computer Classroom (Rm. 005) 
Facilitated by Ivette Luna, Ocean State Action; and 

members of the Latin American Student Association  

3:30pm 
– 

4:45pm 

 LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ¢Ωŀƛ /Ƙƛ 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Dr. Clifford Katz, Office of the 
Provost  

 A Tribute to the Great Nat King Cole:  Jazz Vocalist and 
Pianist 
Multicultural Center, Computer Classroom (Rm. 005) 
Facilitated by Dr. George Willis, Education  

5:00pm 
– 

6:15pm 

   Another 'Wise Latina' Looks  at the U.S. Supreme 
Court: Why Justice Sotomayor Matters  
Multicultural Center, Computer Classroom (Rm. 005) 
Facilitated by Dr. Rosie Pegueros,  History  

6:00pm 
- 

6:50pm 

 Embracing Culture: The Origins of African Dance NC 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Yasmine Lima, College of Continuing 
Education; and members of Alima International 
Dance Company 

  

7:00pm 
 ά9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ CǊŜŜέ ό±ƛŘŜƻύ NC 

Swan Hall,  Auditorium 
Facilitated by Dr. Silas Pinto,  Psychology 

  



6  

 

10:00am 
– 

10:50am 

 You Know What Songs You Like, But, Do You 
Know What Songs You Came From? 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Dr. Audrey Cardany, Music 

 A Window to Understand the Cultures of 
China and the United States: The Work of the 
Confucius Institute at URI  
Multicultural Center, Computer Classroom (Rm. 005) 
Facilitated by Dr. Yan Ma, GSLIS; and Dr. Limeng Qiu, 
Languages   

11:00am 
– 

11:50am 

 Gender Stereotypes in Fitness and Wellness 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Leticia Orozco, Recreational Services 

 American Karma: Race, Culture and Identity in 
the Indian Diaspora  
Multicultural Center, Computer Classroom (Rm. 005) 
Facilitated by Dr. Sunil Bhatia, Human Development, 
Connecticut College 

12:00pm  
– 

12:50pm 

 Peace and Harmony Meditation 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Dr. Celina Pereira, Health Services; 
Dr. Paul Bueno de Mesquita, Psychology; Dr. Art 
Stein, Political Science; Clare Sartori-Stein, 
Psychology (CCE); Melvin Wade, Multicultural 
Center; and students from the Center for 
Nonviolence and Peace Studies 

 Early Childhood Intervention Programs: 
Federal-State-Private Services for Children 
with Disabilities and Other Underrepresented 
Groups 
Multicultural Center, Computer Classroom (Rm. 005) 
Facilitated by Riley O’Neill and Alisha Kutzler, 
Human Development and Family Studies 

1:00pm 
– 

1:50pm 

 Managing Everyday Conflict:  Living in the 
Present Moment 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Dr. Faye Mandell, InWobble Inc.  

 From Baghdad to Bombay:  A Jewish Story 
Multicultural Center, Computer Classroom (Rm. 005) 
Facilitated by Sam Shamoon, Shamoon Planning LLC   

2:00pm 
– 

2:50pm 

 Music for Social Justice, Protest, and 
Diversity 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Dr. Paul Bueno de Mesquita, 
Psychology; Dr. Libby Miles, Writing and Rhetoric; 
and Dr. Stephen Wood, Communication Studies 

 The Status of Women Under Islam 
Multicultural Center, Computer Classroom (Rm. 005) 
Facilitated by Dr. Assem Sayedahmed, URI Muslim 
Chaplain and Food Microbiology 

3:30pm 
– 

4:45pm 

 The Haves and the Have Nots 
(Participation limited to the first 60 people) 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Denice Couchon, Human 
Development and Family Studies; Dr. Kyle Kusz, 
Kinesiology; Dr. Jacqueline Sparks, Human 
Development and Family Studies 

 InduKid:  A Post-улΩǎ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ bƻǾŜƭ ōȅ ŀ ¦wL 
Chinese Student 
Multicultural Center, Computer Classroom (Rm. 005) 
Facilitated by Xu Liang, Computer Engineer  

8:00pm 

 Pangaea:  The URI Roots Music Series, 
featuring Odaiko New England NC 
Edwards Hall, Auditorium 

Facilitated by Michael Lapointe, Housing and 

Residential Life 

  

Fr iday,  October  2 nd  
Roots  & Legac ies  o f  Community  
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Monday,  October  5 th  
Celebrat ion & Explorat ion of  Divers i ty  

1:00pm 
- 

1:50pm 

 URI Diversity Week Focus Group 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
  

  

2:00pm 
– 

2:50pm 

 Forum on Diversity and Graduate Education 
at URI: Part I Panel Discussion and 
PowerPoint Presentation 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Dr. Nasser Zawia, Graduate School; 
and Dr. Paul Bueno de Mesquita, Psychology  

 The Influence of Textiles from India on 
American Design 
Multicultural Center, Computer Classroom (Rm. 005) 
Facilitated by Dr. Margaret Ordonez, Dr. Linda 
Welters, and Kira Munroe, Textiles, Fashion 
Merchandising and Design 

3:00pm 
– 

4:50pm 

 Forum on Diversity and Graduate Education 
at URI: Part II Promising Scholars 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Dr. Nasser Zawia, Graduate School; 
and Dr. Paul Bueno de Mesquita, Psychology  

  

5:00pm 
– 

5:50pm 

 Globalizing Education:  Being an 
Interdisciplinary Graduate Student 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated by Jennifer Brandt and Eva Jones, 
English 

  

6:00pm 
– 

6:50pm 

 Latinos in the Eye of a Political and Social 
Hurricane: Does the Law Protect Ethnic 
Equality in the U.S.?  
Multicultural Center, Conference Room (Rm. 201) 
Facilitated by Dr. Tom Morin, Languages  
  

  

7:00pm 

 άDǊŀƴ ¢ƻǊƛƴƻέ ό±ƛŘŜƻύ NC 
Multicultural Center, Hardge Forum (Rm. 101) 
Facilitated Jennifer Longa Moio, ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ; 
and  members of the URI Peer Advocates 
  

 ά{ŀǾƛƴƎ aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜέΥ  ²ƛƴƴƛƴƎ aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ 9ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
in Massachusetts - Now on to  Rhode Island 
(Video) 
Multicultural Center, Computer Classroom (Rm. 005) 
Facilitated by Andrew Winters, GLBT Center; Kathy 
Kushnir, MERI, and members of Marriage Equality 
Rhode Island (MERI) 

Saturday,  October  3 rd  
Celebrat ion & Explorat ion of  Divers i ty  

6:00pm 
 Chinese Moon Festival 

Memorial Union, Ballroom  
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Diversity Week Committee Members 

Spec ia l  Thanks To. . .  

President David Dooley 
Provost Donald DeHayes 
Dr. Tom Dougan, Student Affairs 
Brandon Melton, Lifespan 
Dr. Michael Britt, URI Foundation 

 Steve Craddock, Lifespan 
Gertrude Blakey Jones, Lifespan 
Facilitators and Presenters of Diversity Week 
Diversity Week Minigrants Committee 
URI Campus Copy and Design 

Dr. Walter Besio,  Electrical, Computer &  
Biological Engineering 

Dr. Susan Trostle Brand, Education 
Jamie Brosof, Physics 
Dr. Paul Bueno de Mesquita, Psychology 
Jill Diehl, Research and Economic Development 
Gail Rashed Faris, ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
Dr. Clare Ginger, University of Vermont 
Dr. Sandy Hicks, Education 
Tyrene Jones, Multicultural Center 
Laura Jordan, Multicultural Center 
Winkle Kelley, University College 
 
 

Mailee Kue, Multicultural Center 
Dr. Kyle Kusz, Kinesiology 
Holly Nichols, Counseling Center 
Amy Olson, URI Hillel Center 
Jhodi Redlich, Communications and News Bureau 
Dr. Jacqueline Sparks, Human Development and    

Family Studies 
Dr. Annemarie Vaccaro, Human Development and 

Family Studies 
Dr. Judy Van Wyk, Sociology 
Melvin Wade, Multicultural Center 
Dr. Nasser Zawia, Graduate School 
 

 

About  L i fespan  

Lifespan is a comprehensive, integrated academic health care system.  The mission of Lifespan is to improve 
the health status of the people it serves in Rhode Island and New England through the provision of customer-
friendly, geographically accessible, and high value services.   
 
Lifespan prides itself in their ability to diversify and create an environment of inclusion by respecting and 
valuing the differences in race, color, gender, sexual orientation, gender identification and expression, 
genetic information, age, religion, national origin and veteran or disability status of all people. 
 
For more information about Lifespan, visit their website at www.lifespan.org 

To join the Diversity Week Planning Committee, contact the Multicultural Center  
at 874-2851 or mcc1@etal.uri.edu 


