NRS 300/CPL300 K: 

Introduction to Global Issues in Sustainable Development

Prof. David Abedon, NRS Dept.- Room 113, Coastal Institute – Kingston, 874-4655, David@uri.edu
> Texts:

Mountains Beyond Mountains: The quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, a man who would cure the world., Tracey Kidder,

Random House, 2004.
Out of Poverty: What works when traditional approaches fail. , Paul Polak, Berrett-Koehler Publishers, Inc., 2009
NOTE:  Additional readings and handouts will be provided in class or via the Internet throughout the semester.

> Reaction Papers:

Each of these papers should have two sections, each labeled as follows: 
Section 1 which will be your review or description of the topic and;

Section 2 which will be your reaction and analysis of the topic.
Using and citing specific examples will gain you more credit for your paper.  Also you should use multiple sources for your analysis.  Using the web is a good start for this paper but research that utilizes Journal articles, professional periodicals, books, and news articles generally have more weight.

NOTE: The paper will be typed and will be, maximum, two (2) pages in length.  Make sure you proofread as errors in spelling and grammar will count against you. Plan ahead as no late papers will be accepted even if your printer breaks.

These papers will form the basis for in-class presentations and you should be prepared to briefly present the main points of your work and its implications for international development.
>Speakers:
Each student will bring five (5) questions about the topic and/or speaker that will be collected on the day of the speaker’s presentation.  These questions should reflect research on the topic to be presented and any information gathered about the speaker’s organization and personal background.

NOTE:  Only typed questions will be accepted and will only be accepted on the date due. This is part of the participation grade.
> Extra Credit:

Extra credit may be submitted any time during the semester but not after classes end.   Each submission will be typed and must be designated as “Extra Credit”.  It can include video reviews, book reports, reviews of additional articles read, reports of lectures attended, and extra assignments given in class to individuals, etc.  The submission must follow the format for Reaction Papers that is described above. 
> Grading:
Quizzes:



15%

Exams (2):



30%

Reaction Papers:


50%

Participation includes Extra credit:
10%

> Classroom etiquette, etc:

Be on time.




All readings of all materials are required.

Turn off your cell phones. 


In class, only one person talks at a time.

Be prepared for each class.


No late papers will be accepted.

If you miss a class provide a bona fide excuse.  

1.January 24:

Introduction to the class and assignments.

http://www.uri.edu/mind
2. January 26:

International development vocabulary and statistics (2006 report: Page 456).



http://www.usaid.gov/performance/cbj/index.html
Hans Rosling and child mortality: http://www.ted.com/talks/hans_rosling_shows_the_best_stats_you_ve_ever_seen.html
3. January 31:

UNICEF – Adamson Paper

http://www.uri.edu/mind/UNICEF-Adamson.pdf
UN Millennium Development Goals
http://www.unmillenniumproject.org/
Goals 1-8: UN MDG - 2011 Report: http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/(2011_E)%20MDG%20Report%202011_Book%20LR.pdf
UN MDG Progress Chart:

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/(2011E)_MDReport2011_ProgressChart.pdf
In class Video:  Millennium Development Goals
4.February 2: 
ODA Presentation: Presentation of ODA and NGO information  (see: MIND site)
http://www.uri.edu/mind/ODA%20NGO%20PVO%20Presentation%20Fall%202010%20copy.ppt



Video:  Donor Circus

Ted Talk: 
George Ayittey on Cheetahs vs. Hippos http://www.ted.com/talks/george_ayittey_on_cheetahs_vs_hippos.html
Investing in ending poverty: Jacqueline Novogratz: http://blog.ted.com/2009/08/17/investing_in_en/
Due Sept. 22:  ODA Report:  Information for Assignment # 1: 

5. February 7: 

ODA Report Assignment  #1: Reaction paper due with in class





presentation.
http://www.oecd.org/countrylist/0,2578,en_2649_34447_1783495_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.cgdev.org/section/initiatives/_active/cdi/
http://www.realityofaid.org/
2010 Report:  http://www.realityofaid.org/roareports/index/part/1/secid/375/RoA%20Report%202010

6. February 9:
NGO/PVO Presentation: Presentation of ODA and NGO information  (see: MIND site)
http://www.uri.edu/mind/ODA%20NGO%20PVO%20Presentation%20Fall%202010%20copy.ppt



Read: Reforming Development Assistance (World Watch Paper 88)




http://www.uri.edu/mind/Reforming_Development_Assistance2.pdf


Definitions of NGO etc.
http://www.gdrc.org/ngo/ncafe-ph.html
7. February 14:
PVO presentation:  Partners of the Americas




Read Annual Report and Partners website especially Mission





and Goals

http://www.partners.net/images/partners/Newsroom/PA_AR_08_09%20-%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.partners.net
8. February 16:
Quiz 1
NGO/PVO Report Assignment  #2: Reaction paper due with in class presentation.
Resources for NGO/PVO Report: 


http://www.interaction.org/members
http://www.charitynavigator.org/
http://www.guidestar.org/
9. February 21:
Agriculture and Extension.  Read Atlantic Monthly article entitled: “Will Frankenfood Save the Planet?”


Assignment: Questions to be answered for class discussion.
http://www.uri.edu/mind/Frankenfood%202%20October%202003%20Atlantic%20Monthly.pdf
Key Messages of Report on Food Insecurity - UNFAO 2011:

http://www.fao.org/publications/sofi/en/
Ted Talks: 
http://www.ted.com/talks/dan_barber_how_i_fell_in_love_with_a_fish.html
http://www.ted.com/talks/marcel_dicke_why_not_eat_insects.html
More food and GMO resources at: Institute for Food Policy and Development http://www.foodfirst.org/en/search/node/gmo
10. February 23:
Coffee and Coffee Kids – NGO and the commodity of coffee


http://www.coffeekids.org
http://www.transfairusa.org/
http://www.fairtrade.net/
http://www.utzcertified.org/
http://www.ocia.org/GetCertifiedNow/Producer/Coffee.aspx
http://www.rainforest-alliance.org/agriculture/crops/coffee
11. February 28:
Guest Speaker: Dr. Kathy Castro, URI/FAVS  – “Fisheries, Extension and International Development” 

Bring in 5 questions for this speaker.

12. March 1:
“Get Sick” - Report Assignment  #3: Reaction paper due with in class presentation.
  


13. March 6:
EBOLA Film


14. March 8:
Ted talk: Bill Gates on mosquitoes, malaria and education http://www.ted.com/talks/bill_gates_unplugged.html
Ted Talk:  Hans Rosling:  MDGs Hans Rosling: The good news of the decade? http://www.ted.com/talks/hans_rosling_the_good_news_of_the_decade.html
George Whitesides: A lab the size of a postage stamp http://www.ted.com/talks/george_whitesides_a_lab_the_size_of_a_postage_stamp.html
http://www.ted.com/talks/lang/eng/dr_seyi_oyesola_tours_a_hospital_in_nigeria.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=4069409n&tag=related;photovideo
Health – Video: “For a Few Pennies More” Iodine Deficiency

PLUMPY: News article - http://www.projo.com/news/content/EDESIA_NUTRIBUTTER_HUNGER_03-04-10_7BHJE47_v90.3a6970d.html
PLUMPY: Nutrition and RI:   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zO9FWcEiJng
15. March 20: 

Mountains Beyond Mountains hand out and discussion
16. March 22:

Mid-Term Review
17. March 27:

Mid-Term Exam  

18. March 29:

EDUCATION - Education: Video: You Tube: “Educating Lucia”

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0019/001902/190214e.pdf 

http://www.uri.edu/mind/MDG2010_Facts_and_Figures_EN.pdf
19. April 3:

Human Rights: Assignment #4: Reaction paper due with in class




presentation.

http://www.amnestyusa.org/all-countries/page.do?id=1041024
http://www.hrw.org/en/browse_by_country
http://www.socwatch.org/
http://www.freedomhouse.org/template.cfm?page=21&year=2010
20. April 5:
POLAK book hand out and discussion 
21. April 10:

In-Class Exercise Peace Corps fisherman –Take home - Quiz 2 
Values Americans Live By:

http://www.uri.edu/mind/VALUES2.pdf
Participatory Rural Appraisal and Planning:

http://www.uri.edu/mind/PRAP UN Handout.txt.pdf
22. April 12:
Guest Speaker: Dr. Brian Crawford, URI – Coastal Resources Center – GSO/URI


Bring in 5 questions for this speaker.

23. April 17:

TBA - Haiti Part one  – and Quiz 2 is due
24. April 19:
TBA - Haiti Part two
25. April 24:

Life and Debt - DVD

26. April 26:

Exam Review

