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This document is intended to provide you with a series of resources that you can use to learn about the different issues surrounding the controversial topic of international development. It includes a list of different articles that pertain to the eight Millennium Development Goals of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), a list of development-related videos and journals available from the URI library, a list of websites, and a list of general resources on additional development issues. Links have been provided to resources that are available online. Other references may be found at the URI library. You can use the HELIN catalogue to search for them online. HELIN will also allow you to order an interlibrary loan if the resource you are looking for is not available on the Kingston Campus.
THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS

http://www.developmentgoals.org/index.html 

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) commit the international community to an expanded vision of development, one that vigorously promotes human development as the key to sustaining social and economic progress in all countries, and recognizes the importance of creating a global partnership for development. The goals have been commonly accepted as a framework for measuring development progress.

Many of the targets of the MDGs were first set out by international conferences and summits held in the 1990s. They were later compiled and became known as the International Development Goals. In September 2000 the member states of the United Nations unanimously adopted the Millennium Declaration (http://www.un.org/millennium/declaration/ares552e.htm). Following consultations among international agencies, including the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the Organization of Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), and the specialized agencies of the United Nations, the General Assembly recognized the Millennium Development Goals as part of the road map for implementing the Millennium Declaration.
Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

More than a billion people still live on less than US$1 a day.
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Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education

As many as 113 million children do not attend school, but the target is within reach. India, for example, should have 95 percent of its children in school by 2005. 
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Goal 4: Reduce child mortality

Every year nearly 11 million young children die before their fifth birthday, mainly from preventable illnesses, but that number is down from 15 million in 1980. 
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Goal 5: Improve maternal health

Half a million women die in pregnancy or childbirth each year—or one every minute of every day. A woman in sub-Saharan Africa is 100 times more likely to die in pregnancy or childbirth than is a woman in Western Europe.
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Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases

In much of the developing world, the HIV/AIDS pandemic continues to spread unchecked: More than 14 million children lost one or both parents to the disease in 2001,and the number of AIDS orphans is expected to double by 2010.
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Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability

More than one billion people lack access to safe drinking water and more than two billion lack sanitation. During the 1990s, however, nearly one billion people gained access to safe water and the same number to sanitation. 
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Goal 8: Develop a global partnership for Development

Many developing countries spend more on debt service than on social services. New aid commitments made in the first half of 2002 could mean an additional $12 billion per year by 2006.
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VIDEOS FROM THE URI LIBRARY COLLECTION

Battle of the Titans: Problems of the Global Economy, 1993, produced by Danish Radio
This documentary highlights the migration of jobs from developed countries to developing nations like Egypt, Nigeria, Indonesia where labor is plentiful and cheap. The West has to face the dilemma of accepting massive influx of poor immigrants in search of a better life or move its industries to Third World countries to provide employment to an ever growing population. Trade barriers only exacerbate economic problems in the Third World and may lead to the creation of radical governments hostile to the West.

Epidemics and the Environment, 1998, a presentation of Films for the Humanities & Sciences ; a production of the Economic Development Institute
A boy in Connecticut is paralyzed by Lyme disease after being bitten by a deer tick. Health officials trace the disease to a rise in the deer population, prompted by a manmade decline in natural predators that keep deer numbers in check. Epidemics such as this are on the rise, as humans continue to upset the delicate links between themselves and the environment. This program examines this issue within the context of the reemergence of the plague in India and cholera in Peru.

Globalization & Human Rights, 1998, executive producers, Rory O'Connor, Danny Schechter, produced in association with the Independent Television Service

Documentary examines the clash between the trend of increasing economic globalization and international human rights advocacy.

Globalization: Winner & Losers, 2000, a Journeyman Pictures production, in association with Films for the Humanities & Sciences and ABC Australia, writer, Keely Purdue.

Sabeer Bhatia, inventor of Hotmail, Narayan Murthy, founder of Infosys, and other industry leaders attest that globalization has raised the standard of living in developing economies through high-tech opportunities, foreign investment, and debt relief. Harvard's Jeffrey Sachs and other experts point out that the world market is being exploited through shortsightedness. This program addresses the pros and cons of doing business in the global marketplace.

Malaria: Battle of the Merozoites, 1998, a presentation of Films for the Humanities, BBC
There is no known cure for malaria, a disease that affects from 300 to 500 million people each year. Carried by the Anopheles mosquito, the malaria sporozoan has a complex life cycle that becomes destructively active as a merozoite in the human liver, before moving on to invade the body's red cells. This program closely examines the pathology of the malaria organism and the immune system's efforts to defeat it. Also discussed is the international medical debate surrounding a new vaccine discovered by a Colombian researcher that apparently attacks the malaria organism in its merozoite state.

Producing Miracles Everyday, 1990, co-produced by Adobe Foundations Inc., the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and the Nord-Sud series at Radio-Québec

This documentary features the informal economy prevalent in Latin American countries, featuring street vendors, merchants, mechanics, etc., and their ingenuity.

Profits from Poison, 1989, Better World Society, a TVE production
Shows how dangerous pesticides, banned in developed nations, are still being promoted and exported to developing countries. Examines the attempts of environmentalists to re-educate farmers in the use of more healthful and more economical natural farming methods.

Prophets & Loss: Where is our Planet Heading? 1991, produced by Nick Hart-Williams and Gabrielle Kelly

Twenty experts take a look at environmental threats and make proposals for responses -- scientific, political, and spiritual.
Rachel Carson's Silent Spring, 1993, WGBH/Boston, WNET/New York, and KCET/Los Angeles, a Peace River Films production, Neil Goodwin, producer/writer

This film combines excerpts from letters, books, television programs, and archival footage with interviews to create a vivid picture of Carson and the controversy surrounding her book. The film examines a conflict that the book brought into focus: the conflict between many who believed that technology could cure all ills and that nature could be controlled and others such as Rachel Carson who refused to believe that serious damage to nature was inevitable and represented a reasonable price to pay for "progress."

The Invisible Wall, 1993, Pace News Ltd., produced by John Gaffney ; directed and produced by Ole Alshov ; written and presented by Wayne Brittenden
Presents issues of the power in food politics, roles of multi-national corporations, Third World debt, and trade barriers in fueling poverty and environmental destruction in the world's poorest countries. It argues that, in the post-Cold War era, global rich-poor inequalities will occur on a grander scale than ever before. Noam Chomsky, Susan George and Kenneth Galbraith are among the critics of GATT, The World Bank, and the International Monetary Fund.

Women with Open Eyes, 1994, a film by Anne Laure Folly 

Surveys social conditions faced by women in Burkina Faso, Mali, Senegal and Benin, including circumcision, forced marriage, AIDS, and economic repression. Examines grass-roots efforts toward education and improvement as Africa opens to democracy.

JOURNALS AVAILABLE AT THE URI LIBRARY

· Environment and Development Economics

· Development and Change 

· Development Information Abstracts

· Development in Practice* 

· Development Policy Review* 

· Development Research Digest

· Development Southern Africa*

· Journal of Environment and Development 

· The International Journal of Sustainable Development and World Ecology 

*Electronic resource

USEFUL WEBSITES

Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR)

http://www.cgiar.org/
CGIAR’s mission is to achieve sustainable food security and reduce poverty in developing countries through scientific research and research-related activities in the fields of agriculture, forestry, fisheries, policy, and environment.
Development Experience Clearinghouse (DEC)

http://www.dec.org/default.cfm?CFID=869658&CFTOKEN=93379366
DEC is the largest online resource for USAID funded, international development documentation.

Family Care International

http://www.familycareintl.org/
FCI is dedicated to improving women's sexual and reproductive health and rights in developing countries, with a special emphasis on making pregnancy and childbirth safer.
Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO)

www.fao.org 

The FAO is a specialized agency of the UN that leads international efforts to defeat hunger. Serving both developed and developing countries, FAO acts as a neutral forum where all nations meet as equals to negotiate agreements and debate policy. FAO is also a source of knowledge and information. We help developing countries and countries in transition modernize and improve agriculture, forestry and fisheries practices and ensure good nutrition for all. Since our founding in 1945, we have focused special attention on developing rural areas, home to 70 percent of the world's poor and hungry people.

Global Center for Food Issues, Hudson Institute

http://www.cgfi.org/index.htm#  

The Center for Global Food Issues staff conducts research and analysis of agriculture and the environmental concerns surrounding food and fiber production. The Center uses its worldwide overview of food and farming to assess policies, improve farmers' understanding of the new globalized farm economy, and heighten awareness of the environmental impacts of various farming systems and food policies. The key to the Center's success has been its global perspective, the only relevant viewpoint for the 21st century.

International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)

http://www.ifpri.org/ 

The mission of the International Food Policy Research Institute is to identify and analyze policies for sustainably meeting the food needs of the developing world. Research at IFPRI concentrates on economic growth and poverty alleviation in low-income countries, improvement of the well-being of poor people, and sound management of the natural resource base that supports agriculture. IFPRI seeks to make its research results available to all those in a position to use them and to strengthen institutions in developing countries that conduct research relevant to its mandate.

International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD)

http://www.iisd.org/ 

IISD’s mission is to champion innovation, enabling societies to live sustainably. IISD promotes the transition toward a sustainable future. We seek to demonstrate how human ingenuity can be applied to improve the well-being of the environment, economy and society.
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)

http://www.oecd.org/home/ 

 The OECD groups 30 member countries sharing a commitment to democratic government and the market economy. With active relationships with some 70 other countries, NGOs and civil society, it has a global reach. Best known for its publications and its statistics, its work covers economic and social issues from macroeconomics, to trade, education, development and science and innovation.

Oxfam

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/  

Oxfam works with others to overcome poverty and suffering.
Population Action International (PAI)

http://www.populationaction.org/  

At the heart of Population Action International’s mission is its commitment to advance universal access to family planning and related health services, and to educational and economic opportunities, especially for girls and women. Together, these strategies promise to improve the lives of individual women and their families, while also slowing the world’s population growth and helping preserve the environment.

Population Reference Bureau (PRB)

http://www.prb.org/ 

For more than 70 years, the Population Reference Bureau has been informing people about the population dimensions of important social, economic, and political issues. Our mission is to be the leader in providing timely and objective information on U.S. and international population trends and their implications.

United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF)

http://www.unicef.org/ 

UNICEF upholds the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  They work to assure equality for those who are discriminated against, girls and women in particular. They work for the Millennium Development Goals and for the progress promised in the United Nations Charter. They strive for peace and security and work to hold everyone accountable to the promises made for children.

United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) 

http://www.unifem.undp.org/ 

UNIFEM is the women's fund at the United Nations. It provides financial and technical assistance to innovative programs and strategies that promote women's human rights, political participation and economic security. Within the UN system, UNIFEM promotes gender equality and links women's issues and concerns to national, regional and global agendas by fostering collaboration and providing technical expertise on gender mainstreaming and women's empowerment strategies.

United Nations Development Program

www.undp.org 

On the ground in 166 countries, UNDP uses its global network to help the UN system and its partners to raise awareness and track progress, while it connects countries to the knowledge and resources needed to achieve development goals.

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

http://www.unesco.org/ 

UNESCO works as a laboratory of ideas and a standard-setter to forge universal agreements on emerging ethical issues. The Organization also serves as a clearinghouse – that disseminates and shares information and knowledge – while helping Member States to build their human and institutional capacities in diverse fields. In short, UNESCO promotes international co-operation among its Member States and six Associate Members in the fields of education, science, culture and communication.

United States Agency for International Development (USAID)

http://www.usaid.gov/ 

USAID is an independent federal government agency that receives overall foreign policy guidance from the Secretary of State. Our Work supports long-term and equitable economic growth and advances U.S. foreign policy objectives by supporting: economic growth, agriculture and trade; global health; and, democracy, conflict prevention and humanitarian assistance. 

World Bank

http://www.worldbank.org/ 

The World Bank Group’s mission is to fight poverty and improve the living standards of people in the developing world. It is a development Bank which provides loans, policy advice, technical assistance and knowledge sharing services to low and middle income countries to reduce poverty. The Bank promotes growth to create jobs and to empower poor people to take advantage of these opportunities.

World Conservation Union (IUCN)

http://www.iucn.org/ 

Through its projects IUCN works to apply sound ecosystem management to demonstrate how this is the only way to sustainable livelihoods for those directly dependent on natural resources. IUCN has been actively engaged in restoring ecosystems and regenerating people’s lives, economies and societies.

World Health Organization (WHO)

http://www.who.int/en/  

The World Health Organization is the United Nations specialized agency for health. WHO's objective, as set out in its Constitution, is the attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health. Health is defined in WHO's Constitution as a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity.

Winrock International

http://www.winrock.org/  

Winrock International is a nonprofit organization that works with people around the world to increase economic opportunity, sustain natural resources, and protect the environment.

Worldwatch Institute

http://www.worldwatch.org
Founded by Lester Brown in 1974, the Worldwatch Institute offers a unique blend of interdisciplinary research, global focus, and accessible writing that has made it a leading source of information on the interactions among key environmental, social, and economic trends. Our work revolves around the transition to an environmentally sustainable and socially just society—and how to achieve it.

World Resources Institute

http://www.wri.org/ 

World Resources Institute is an independent nonprofit organization with a staff of more than 100 scientists, economists, policy experts, business analysts, statistical analysts, mapmakers, and communicators working to protect the Earth and improve people's lives.
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