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Invention Disclosure  
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I. Description of Invention, its Novelty, and Potential Use

Please provide a title for your invention and a brief description.  Inventions include new processes, products, apparatus, compositions of matter, living organisms -- or improvements to (or new uses for) things that already exist.  Please describe specifically what you consider to be the invention, as distinct from prior art. Use additional sheets and attach descriptive materials to expand answers to questions.  (Sketches, drawings, photos, reports and manuscripts will be helpful.)

A.
Invention Title:                   


 

B.
Description.  So that the Intellectual Property Committee will fully understand your invention, please provide a description  with sufficient detail to permit an understanding of the nature, purpose, and operation of the invention.    HARD COPY MAY BE ATTACHED.
     
C.
In addition to the above, please provide a non-technical, non-confidential  summary describing your invention, what it does, why it is different and/or better, and its use.  This description is for use with potential licensing companies before they sign a non-disclosure agreement.  THIS MUST BE PROVIDED.   HARD COPY MAY BE ATTACHED.

     
D. 
Are there any test data?  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 
   Please include when possible.


Have products, apparatus, or compositions, etc., actually been made and tested?


Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 

E.
Is work on the invention continuing?   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 
   If yes, explain what is planned, why, expected results, and date when results might be achieved.

     
II.  Patentability Issues

A.
In order to establish the date of the invention, please indicate if there exists an earlier dated record of the conception of the invention--a sketch, report, laboratory notebook entry, etc., which  1)  describes the invention, and 2)  can be independently corroborated? 


Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 
    If yes, what is it, where is it, and what is the date on it? 


     
B.
What are the key novel and unusual features of the invention?  (Please be as quantitative as possible, e.g., say "25% better," rather than simply, "better."

     
C.
Do you believe that  this a new invention, different enough from any other invention (including inventions you may have previously disclosed) that it will carry new claims?   If so, why?

     
NOTE:  It is helpful to the Intellectual Property Committee and the University if the inventors provide results of a preliminary patent search.  Inventors can do this simply by checking the US Patent Office at uspto.gov; click on "search patents."

D.
Is it:
a) a new process?





Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 



b) a new composition of matter?




Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 



c) a new device?





Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 



d) an improvement or new use for existing product/process?
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 

E.
Have prior art patents (www.uspto.gov) and literature searches been done?   


Literature  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 
                 Patents  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 

F.
Has invention been disclosed in an abstract, paper, talk, news story, or thesis?


Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, type of disclosure (enclose a copy)       







Date of disclosure         




G.
Is a publication or other disclosure, e.g., thesis, planned in the next six months?

Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 
   If yes, type of disclosure      
Date      
H.
Has there been any public use or sale of products embodying the invention?


Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 

   If yes, describe and provide dates.       
I.
Are you aware of related developments by others?     Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 
   If yes, please give citations.  Copies relevant patents or publications would be appreciated.   



J.
Alternatives to patent protection are registration of trademark or copyright,  or the intellectual property can be held as a trade secret.  You can learn more about these options  at the US Patent Office Website, uspto.gov.   Which form of protection is of interest?   patent FORMCHECKBOX 
   copyright FORMCHECKBOX 
  trade secret FORMCHECKBOX 
   trademark FORMCHECKBOX 



III.  Commercial Uses, Value, Contacts


A.
 Describe the immediate and/or future commercial uses and applications of the invention?  How do these fit with the industrial needs/trends?

     
B.
Why is the invention better (more advantageous) than technology currently being used commercially?   List top three or so key features (provable facts) and benefits which they provide to potential licensees and their customers.

     
C.
List disadvantages/limitations to overcome or other tasks to be done prior to commercial us and application?  How can they be overcome?

     
D.
Will FDA approval be required for use of this invention?
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 

     
E.
What do you see as the commercial value of your invention?  Estimate the number of units that could be sold in one year; at what price?  Use ranges.

     
F. 
What do you estimate will be the time needed to turn this invention into a 
commercial product? <1 yr   FORMCHECKBOX 
       1-3 yrs   FORMCHECKBOX 
       3-5 yrs   FORMCHECKBOX 
     >5 yrs   FORMCHECKBOX 
       

G.
Recognizing that less than 10% of all patents become commercial products, 
what do you think is a realistic estimate of the chance of commercial success?


<5% FORMCHECKBOX 
        5-10%  FORMCHECKBOX 
        10-20% FORMCHECKBOX 
        >20% FORMCHECKBOX 



H.
What firms do you think may be interested in this invention, and why?

Company      
Address      
Contact  name/s, phone, email:       










If additional information, please attach.

I.
Are you aware of any Rhode Island firms that could use this invention?       Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No  FORMCHECKBOX 



If yes, please specify

IV.  Sponsored Projects, Contracts, Other Support

Is/was the research sponsored?
    Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 

     If yes, this section must be completed.

A.
GOVERNMENT AGENCY
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 

Agency Name:       
 

Project Number(PeopleSoft):       

 FORMTEXT 
     











Indicate if SBIR or STTR.   If Army, indicate if Natick

Proposal title:      

 FORMTEXT 
     



Principal Investigator:        






Contract    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Grant  FORMCHECKBOX 
    Number:          EXACT

DATE:
     


Subcontract  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Number:        



DATE:
     



Subcontractor Name and  Address:       







NOTE:  Patents resulting from inventions made with government support will contain the following statement:

"This invention was made with government support under [contract no.], awarded by [agency name].  The government has certain rights in the invention."

B.
Support from URI?     Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 

C.
URI Facilities Use.  Were significant URI facilities (times, labs, model shop, student 
labor) used in the course of developing the conceptual idea and reducing it to practice  
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 

D.
Support from the URI Foundation?     Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 

E.
Private Industry?       Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 



Company Name:      






Address:      
Contract/Res Agreement    Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 
    Date 
     

   $      




Material Transfer Agreement?  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 
   Transfer in  FORMCHECKBOX 
  out  FORMCHECKBOX 

Disclosed to industry representatives?   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 
  If yes, provide details, including 


company names and representative contact information.        
V.  Inventors

Please print name and sign.  ALL inventors must sign.   Indicate the percent of potential royalty revenue to be shared by creators (to total 100%)  Complete and accurate residence addresses are required in the event that this disclosure is sent to the University patent attorney:
 



Name: 
     
Email:      
Address:      






Title: 
     
     
percent 

Signature 




Date:



Name: 
     
Email:      
Address      






Title: 
     
     
percent

Signature 




Date:




Name: 
     
Email:      
Address      






Title: 
     
     
percent

Signature 




Date:



  
Contact for more data:      
Mailing addresses of contact inventor:

     














Institutional representative:

Signature 





     Date 






Title: 









University of Rhode Island



Carlotti Admin Bldg, 001


Kingston, RI 02881                    Tel. (401) 874-5507          FAX (401)874-7832

PI:  IF YOU ARE COMPLETING THIS FORM ELECTRONICALLY, PLEASE PRINT NOW.  Sign and complete pages 5 and 6.

ALL INVENTORS MUST SIGN.

[image: image1.emf]








Assignment of Rights

I/We   











,   author/s of the work or inventor/s of the intellectual property entitled: 
 



 








 , 

for good and valuable consideration, hereby assign all of my/our rights in and to the said work or invention to the BOARD OF GOVERNORS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION, State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations.   It is understood that the royalty-sharing policy as defined in the University Manual remains in effect.

Witness my hand this  

 day of  

 

, 
   . 

Witness






Inventor/Author  

Witness






Inventor/Author

Witness






Inventor/Author
Factors Typically Considered by the IPC

1. Technical Merit: 

Degree of Novelty, 

Stage of development, and if necessary, specific plans for further development,

           Factors/hurdles/Resources required for development or utilization (D/U) and availability of resources therefore

2. Proprietary Position: 

Type and scope of IP anticipated, 

Competitive IP environment, 

Strength of IP, 

Geographic regions in which IP may be obtained;

3. Competitive Environment: 

Potential infringement issues, 

Competing technologies, 

Competitive advantages (features or benefits that significantly exceed those of products currently on the market, cost effectiveness, etc.);

4. Market Attractiveness: 

Unmet needs, 

Market size, 

Customer education requirements, 

Barriers to market, 

Geographical considerations;

5. Manufacturability:

 Special skills/tools/materials/facilities required,

 Complexity, 

Quality control, 

Environmental health and safety;

6. Regulatory Issues facing product approval, manufacture and sale, including state, federal, industrial regulations, or self directed limitations;

7. Time to market; 

Including technical/market impact, 

Anticipated market changes, 

Pricing factors, 

competition, 

and regulations;

8. Organizational Factors; 

Advancement of and relevance to the mission of URI, 

Economic development in Rhode Island and/or the region, 

Generation of research funding, 

Improvement or protection of the environment, 

Ability of URI to market, manage and support the IP,

Avoidance of creating a conflict of interest;

9. Resources Required vs. Benefits: weighing resources required (e.g. time and money required for: technology transfer management, IP protection, development, manufacturing, operating) vs. benefits (e.g. furthering the mission of URI or other organizational factors, revenues);

10. Inventor(s) interest and participation in the technology transfer process, including knowledge of the art and market, and past experience with technology transfer. 

