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Student Gambling Mini-Survey

William B. Disch, Thomas R. Dougan, Megan F. Nolan, Stacy B. Shapiro

The University of Rhode Island

Summary

     The primary purpose of the following study was to assess the responses of 720 undergraduate students (204 men and 516 women), from the Kingston campus at the University of Rhode Island to several gambling-related and demographic items. Participant mean age was 20 years old and the median age was 19. Results are presented to reflect the 88 men and 380 women who stated they had not gambled or bet during the prior 6-month period (n = 468, 65%), and the 116 men and 136 women who stated that they had gambled or bet during the prior 6-month period (n = 252, 35%). Of the overall sample, 322 (45%) participants were freshmen, 205 (29%) were sophomores, 144 (20%) were juniors, and 49 (7%) were seniors. Fifty-eight percent (419) of participants indicated living on campus, 702 (98%) indicated that they were single, and 698 (97%) were full-time students (10+ credits).

     Self-reported overall GPA was 2.9 for men and 3.0 for women. Ninety-two (12%) participants stated being ahead in their academic programs, 408 (57%) indicated being on-track, and 209 (29%) indicated being behind academically. Thirty-eight percent (271) stated they did not work, 410 (57%) worked part-time, and 37 (5%) stated working full-time. Men worked an average of 18 hours per week, while women indicated that they worked approximately 14 hours per week. Finally, 457 (64%) of participants indicated that they owned a computer. See Table 1 for the Student Gambling Mini-Survey items, and Table 2 for a complete breakdown of the demographics by overall, those who gambled or bet in the past 6 months, and those who did not.

     Overall, 21% (153) of the participants reported that they had been on a gambling trip during the past year. See Table 3 for breakdowns of the gambling-specific items. Of the 252 participants (35%) who reported that they had spent money on betting or gambling during the prior 6-month period, 129 (51%) stated that they had been on a gambling trip during the past year. Overall, men were about twice as likely to have gone on a gambling trip than women, however, of those who had gambled or bet, women and men were equally likely to have been on a gambling trip in the past year.

     Only 7% (53) of the participants from the overall sample stated that they regularly purchased lottery, Powerball, or other tickets, and men were three-times as likely than women to engage in this behavior. Of those who indicated having bet or gambled during the past 6 months, 20% (51) stated that they had purchased lottery tickets, with men being a third more likely (24%) to purchase these tickets than women (17%).

     Overall, only 5% of the participants stated that they bet with friends or co-workers on sports. Of this small percentage, sixteen percent of men and only one percent of women indicated that they had bet on sports. Of the participants who stated that they had spent money on gambling or betting, 13% overall indicated having bet on sports, with men accounting for 24% and women accounting for only 4% of the sports betting.

     Using the overall sample of 720 participants, the average amount of money spent on the betting and gambling during the prior 6 month period was $22 for overall, $49 for men, and $12 for women. See Table 3. The amount won from gambling and betting was $24 overall, with the highest amount being $61 indicated by men and a much lower amount of $9 indicated by women. However, of those participants who indicated that they had bet or gambled in the past 6 months, $64 was the overall average amount spent, with men spending an average of $87 and women spending approximately $45. Of those who had bet or gambled in the past 6 months, the overall average amount won was $62, with men claiming $100 (almost fifteen dollars more than amount spent) and women claiming $30 (almost fifteen dollars less that amount spent). The dollar amounts reported here for what was spent and what was won are mean averages. See Table 3 for the median and modal measures of central tendency as well as Figures 1 and 2.

     In exploring the group differences among those who spent money on gambling or betting by class year, freshmen ($42) and sophomores ($52) indicated spending substantially less than juniors ($115) and seniors ($90). See Table 4. The location where students reside was also investigated. Students who do not live with parents nor “down the line” spent more ($140) money on gambling and betting than those who lived on-campus ($54), down the line ($83), in a fraternity or sorority house ($71), or with their parents ($38). Across all groups, men spent substantially more than women. See Table 4.

     Group differences were also explored in relation to two measures of alcohol consumption (frequency and quantity). Those who stated having gambled or bet during the prior 6-month period consumed alcohol more often and in greater quantities than those who did not gamble or bet. See Table 5. Additionally, men, and students living “down the line” and in fraternities and sororities reported the highest levels of alcohol consumption frequency and quantity. The lowest levels were found among women and students living with their parents.

     Finally, reports given by the overall sample indicated that approximately one-quarter (26%) of the participants knew someone who they believed had a gambling and betting problem, whereas about one-third (34%) of those who had gambled or bet in the past six months reported knowing someone with a potential gambling problem. See Table 3. Of the 26% that indicated knowing someone with a gambling problem, 51% reported that they had spoken with the individual about their potential gambling problem (51%), while 61% of participants from the gambling group indicated that they had spoken with the individual about their gambling.

     The Student Gambling Mini-Survey was conducted during the spring of 1999 semester as part of a larger student quality of life and satisfaction assessment. All participants in the study were obtained using a stratified random sampling design where subjects were selected from large general education courses (required for graduation), reflecting a large homogeneous cross-section of the entire undergraduate population. Participants read and signed a consent form before filling out the IRB-approved 7-page confidential and anonymous assessment. Initially, 1,350 were distributed and 768 were returned resulting in an overall response rate of 57%. After careful screening of the surveys for random and other dubious responding, 720 of the surveys remained for analysis.

Table 1

Student Gambling Mini-Survey Items

Please fill in blanks where applicable or circle items that apply. Please respond to all items.

1. In the past YEAR, have you been on a gambling trip? (Las Vegas, Foxwoods, Atlantic City, etc.)        yes          no

2.    Do you regularly buy lottery tickets or Powerball (and other) tickets?          yes          no

3.    Do you regularly bet with friends or co-workers on Sports?          yes          no

4. In the past 6 MONTHS, how much money do you think you have spent on betting and gambling? $


5. In the past 6 MONTHS, how much money do you think you have won on betting and gambling? $


6.     Do you personally know someone who you believe has a problem with gambling and betting?          yes          no

7.    If yes, have you spoken to this friend about his or her gambling?          yes          no

Alcohol Related Items

On how many occasions have you had a drink in the past 30 days? (please circle one)


I do not drink
1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10    11    12    13    14    15    16    17    18    19     20 or more

In the past 30 days on those occasions when you drank alcohol, how many drinks did you usually have?

(please indicate) ____

Table 2

Demographics by Overall and Those Who Did and Did Not Gamble in the Past 6 Months












Did Gamble or Bet
Did Not Gamble or Bet

Overall


in Past 6 mos.

in Past 6 mos.

(N = 720)

(n = 252)

(n = 468)






N (percent)

n (percent)

n (percent)



Gender
     Men




204 (28%)

116 (46%)

  88 (19%)

     Women



516 (72%)

136 (54%)

380 (81%)

Age

     Mean (20 yrs.)



       “


       “


       “

     Median (19 yrs.)


       “


       “


       “

     Mode (19 yrs.)


       “


       “


       “

     18 yrs.



210 (29%)

  66 (26%)

144 (31%)

     19 yrs.



230 (32%)

  80 (32%)

150 (32%)

     20 yrs.



139 (19%)

  46 (18%)

  93 (20%)

     21 yrs.



  73 (10%)

  31 (12%)

  43   (9%)

     22 yrs.



  22   (3%)

    9   (4%)

  13   (3%)

     23 yrs.



  13   (2%)

    5   (2%)

    8   (2%)

     24 yrs.



    9   (1%)

    4   (2%)

    5   (1%)

     25+ yrs.



  24   (3%)

  11   (4%)

  13   (3%)

Class Year
     Freshmen



322 (45%)

113 (45%)

209 (45%)

     Sophomore



205 (29%)

  65 (26%)

140 (30%)

     Junior



144 (20%)

  53 (21%)

  92 (20%)

     Senior



  49   (7%)

  22   (9%)

  27   (6%)

     Undergraduate Total


720 (100%)

Living Status

     On-Campus



419 (58%)

139 (55%)

280 (60%)

     Down the Line


  91 (13%)

  38 (15%)

  54 (12%)

     Live with Parents


  88 (12%)

  34 (14%)

  54 (12%)

     Fraternity/Sorority


  74 (10%)

  23   (9%)

  51 (11%)

     Not Down Line or w/Parents

  41   (6%)

  19   (8%)

  22   (5%)

Relationship Status
     Single



702 (98%)

246 (97%)

456 (97%)

     Married



  10 (< 2%)

    3 (< 2%)

    7   (2%)

     Divorced/Separated


    6 (< 2%)

    2 (< 2%)

    4 (<2%)

Note. Percentages not totaling 100 indicate participant non-response (missing data), percentages totaling over 100

indicate multiple responses on an item by a participant.
Table 2 (cont.)

Demographics by Overall and Those Who Did and Did Not Gamble in the Past 6 Months












Did Gamble or Bet
Did Not Gamble or Bet

Overall


in Past 6 mos.

in Past 6 mos.

(N = 720)

(n = 252)

(n = 468)






N (percent)

n (percent)

n (percent)



Full (10+ Credits) or Part (<10 Credits) Time Student?
     Full-time



698 (97%)

240 (95%)

458 (98%)

     Part-time



  16   (2%)

    7   (3%)

    9   (2%)

Overall GPA (self-reported)

(mean, standard deviation)
     Men




2.9 (0.5)


2.9 (0.5)


 2.9 (0.5)

     Women



3.0 (0.5)


3.0 (0.6)


 3.0 (0.5)

     Freshperson



3.0 (0.6)


3.0 (0.6)


 3.0 (0.6)

     Sophomore



2.9 (0.5)


2.9 (0.5)


 3.0 (0.5)

     Junior



3.0 (0.5)


2.9 (0.5)


 3.0 (0.4)

     Senior



3.0 (0.4)


3.0 (0.5)


 3.0 (0.4)

Academic Status (self-reported)

     Far Ahead in Academic Program
  10   (1%)

    3   (1%)

    7   (2%)

     Somewhat Ahead in Academic Program
  82 (11%)

  31 (12%)

  51 (11%)

     On-Track in Academic Program

408 (57%)

145 (58%)

264 (56%)

     Somewhat Behind in Academic Program
193 (27%)

  65 (12%)

128 (27%)

     Behind in Academic Program

  16   (2%)

    7   (3%)

    9   (2%)

Do You Work?
     Full-time



  37   (5%)

  15   (6%)

  22   (5%)

     Part-time



410 (57%)

157 (62%)

253 (54%)

     Do not work



271 (38%)

  79 (31%)

192 (41%)

How many hours of work did you average per week during the past year?

(mean, standard deviation; including those who stated they do not work)
     Men




18 (10)


20 (10)


  16 (9)

     Women



14   (8)


15   (9)


  14 (8)

     Freshperson



13   (8)


14   (8)


  13 (8)

     Sophomore



16   (9)


19 (10)


  15 (8)

     Junior



17   (9)


20   (9)


  15 (8)

     Senior



17   (9)


21 (11)


  14 (6)

Do You Own a Computer?

     yes




457 (64%)

160 (64%)

297 (64%)

     no 




253 (35%)

  88 (35%)

165 (35%)

Note. Percentages not totaling 100 indicate participant non-response (missing data), percentages totaling over 100

indicate multiple responses on an item by a participant.
Table 3

Student Gambling Mini-Survey Item #’s 1 through 7 by Overall, Gender, Those Who Did and Did Not Gamble in the Past 6 Months




               

         Those who did Gamble or Bet

Overall
    
Men
        
Women

Overall

Men

Women

N = 720 
    
n = 204      
n = 516
 
 n = 252          
n = 116
    
n = 136



1. In the past YEAR, have you ever been on a gambling trip? (Las Vegas, Atlantic City, Foxwoods, etc.)?

(percent, frequency)

yes
21.3 (153)
34.8   (71)
15.9   (82)
51.2 (129)
  52.6 (61)
50.0 (68)



no 
78.3 (564)            64.2 (131)            83.9 (433)
48.4 (122)
  46.6 (54) 
50.0 (68)


2. Do you regularly buy lottery tickets or Powerball (and other) tickets?

(percent, frequency)

yes
  7.4   (53)
13.7   (28) 
  4.8   (25)
20.2   (51) 
  24.1 (28)
16.9   (23)


no 
92.1 (663) 
84.9 (173) 
95.0 (490)
79.0 (199)
  74.1 (86)
83.1 (113)

3. Do you regularly bet with friends or co-workers on Sports?

(percent, frequency)

yes
  5.6   (40)
16.2   (33) 
  1.4     (7)       
13.1   (33) 
  24.1    (28)
  3.7     (5)


no 
93.8 (675) 
81.9 (167)  
98.4 (508)  
86.1 (217) 
  74.1    (86)
96.3 (131)

4. In the past 6 MONTHS, how much money do you think you have spent on betting and gambling?

mean (sd)
22.4   (97)
49.3 (157)
11.7   (55)
63.9 (156)
86.7 (201)
44.5 (100)

median
  0.0

  5.0

  0.0

24.5

40.0

20.0

mode
  0.0

  0.0

  0.0

10.0

50.0

10.0

5. In the past 6 MONTHS, how much money do you think you have won on betting and gambling?

mean (sd)
23.7 (121)
61.2 (190)
  8.8   (74)
62.3 (193)          100.4 (239)
29.8 (136)

median
  0.0

  0.0

  0.0

  8.0

20.0

  5.0

mode
  0.0

  0.0

  0.0

  0.0

  0.0

  0.0

6. Do you personally know someone who you believe has a problem with gambling and betting?

(percent, frequency)

yes
26.4 (190)
38.2   (78) 
21.7 (112)      
33.7   (85) 
  40.5   (47)
27.9   (38)

no 
72.4 (521)
59.8 (122)
77.3 (399)    
65.9 (166)  
  58.6   (68)
72.1   (98)

7. If yes, have you spoken to this friend about his or her gambling?  (% of those that indicated “yes”)

(percent, frequency)

yes
51.1   (97)
56.4   (44)
47.3   (53) 
61.2   (52) 
  68.1   (32)
52.6   (20)

no 
47.9   (91)    
42.3   (33) 
51.8   (58)  
36.5   (31)   
  29.8   (14)
44.7   (17)

Note. Percentages not totaling 100 indicate participant non-response (missing data), percentages totaling over 100

indicate multiple responses on an item by a participant.

Table 3 (cont.)

Student Gambling Mini-Survey Item #’s 1 through 7 by Overall, Gender, and Those Who Did and Did Not Gamble in the Past 6 Months

      Those who did not Gamble or Bet

Overall
    
Men
        
Women


n = 468 
    
n = 88      
n = 380
 








1. In the past YEAR, have you ever been on a gambling trip? (Las Vegas, Atlantic City, Foxwoods, etc.)?

(percent, frequency)

yes
  5.1   (24)
11.4   (10)
  3.7   (14)


no 
94.4 (442)            87.5   (77)              96.1 (365)

2. Do you regularly buy lottery tickets or Powerball (and other) tickets?

(percent, frequency)

yes
  0.4     (2)
  0.0

  0.5     (2)


no 
99.1 (474) 
98.9   (87) 
99.2 (377)

3. Do you regularly bet with friends or co-workers on Sports?

(percent, frequency)

yes
  1.5     (7)
  5.7     (5)
  0.5     (2)      


no 
97.9 (458) 
92.0   (81)  
99.2 (377)  

4. In the past 6 MONTHS, how much money do you think you have spent on betting and gambling?

(mean, standard deviation)


n/a

n/a

n/a

5. In the past 6 MONTHS, how much money do you think you have won on betting and gambling?

(mean, standard deviation)


n/a

n/a

n/a

6. Do you personally know someone who you believe has a problem with gambling and betting?

(percent, frequency)

yes
22.4 (105)
35.2   (31) 
19.5   (74)      

no 
75.9 (355)
61.4   (54)
79.2 (301)    

7. If yes, have you spoken to this friend about his or her gambling?  (% of those that indicated “yes”)

(percent, frequency)

yes
42.9   (45)
38.7   (12)
44.6   (33) 

no 
57.1   (60)    
61.3   (19) 
55.4   (41)  

Note. Percentages not totaling 100 indicate participant non-response (missing data), percentages totaling over 100

indicate multiple responses on an item by a participant.

Figures 1 and 2

Amounts of Money Spent and Won by Participants that Indicated having Gambled or Bet by Overall
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Table 4

Amounts Spent and Amounts Won on Gambling and Betting by Gender, Class Year, and Living Location of those Participants

that Stated Having Gambled and Bet During the Prior 6-Months (n = 252)











Amount Spent




Amount Won





mean (sd)
median
mode


mean (sd)
median
mode

Class Year


Freshmen

  42.3 (104.1)
15.0
    5.0


  33.1   (94.1)
  5.0
  0.0



Men

  49.0   (65.5)
25.0
  50.0


  64.9 (137.1)
17.5
  0.0



Women

  37.3 (125.6)
10.0
    5.0


    9.6   (19.8)
  4.0
  0.0


Sophomore

  52.0   (66.5)
30.0
  50.0


  48.5 (118.2)
  4.0
  0.0



Men

  66.2   (81.7)
50.0
  50.0


  72.8 (148.9)
22.5
  0.0



Women

  38.3   (44.6)
20.0
    5.0


  25.0   (72.8)
  0.0
  0.0

Junior


115.0 (285.1)
37.5
  20.0


139.1 (365.1)
15.0
  0.0



Men

164.0 (389.4)
47.5 
  20.0


186.8 (425.4)
15.0
  0.0



Women

  66.0   (96.3)
20.0
  10.0


  91.3 (293.6)
15.0
  0.0


Senior


  89.8 (112.2)
50.0
  40.0


  68.6 (117.4)
20.0
  0.0



Men

132.6 (150.0)
67.5
  50.0


134.5 (156.4)
60.0
  0.0



Women

  54.2   (50.9)
40.0
  40.0


  19.3   (22.9)
15.0
  0.0

Living Status

On-Campus

  53.7 (106.7)
20.0
  10.0


  48.2 (122.1)
  6.0
  0.0



Men

  67.2   (88.7)
40.0
  50.0


  89.1 (169.4)
20.0
  0.0


Women

  42.2 (119.3)
10.0
    5.0


  13.3   (26.6)
  4.0
  0.0


Down the Line

  83.1 (104.2)
40.0
  40.0


133.1 (346.2)
15.0
  0.0



Men

  82.9   (99.6)
50.0
100.0


141.3 (341.3)
12.5 
  0.0



Women

  83.4 (112.5)
40.0
  20.0


123.5 (362.1)
20.0
  0.0

 
Live with Parents

  37.6   (40.6)
20.0
  50.0


  26.0   (47.7)
  4.0
  0.0



Men

  48.0   (51.2)
35.0
  20.0


  45.1   (64.1)
  6.5 
  0.0



Women

  28.4   (26.5)
17.5
    3.5


    9.1   (12.4)
  3.5 
  0.0


Fraternity/Sorority
  70.9 (106.9)
40.0
    5.0


  43.8   (85.1)
10.0
  0.0



Men

125.6 (155.1)
50.0
  50.0


  83.3 (126.7)
15.0
  0.0



Women

  35.7   (33.6)
25.0
  10.0


  18.4   (24.4)
  6.0
  0.0

Not Down Line/Not w/Parents





140.4 (452.8)
20.0
20.0


114.7 (370.8)
10.0
  0.0



Men

314.7 (743.6)
40.0
  3.0


235.0 (602.0)
  0.0
  0.0



Women

  38.8   (57.6)
20.0
20.0


  44.6 (104.9)
10.0
  0.0

Note. Percentages not totaling 100 indicate participant non-response (missing data), percentages totaling over 100

indicate multiple responses on an item by a participant.

Table 5

Alcohol Consumption (Frequency and Quantity) Differences between Those Who Gambled or Bet and Those Who Did Not by Gender, Class Year, and Living Location (N = 720)





     Gamblers (n = 252)


           Non-Gamblers (n = 468)




Drinking Occasions

Avg. # of Drinks

Drinking Occasions

Avg. # of Drinks




in Past 30 Days

per Occasion

in Past 30 Days

per Occasion 





               mean (sd)



           mean (sd)




Gender

     Overall 

  7.5 (6.0)

4.1 (2.6)


5.7 (5.1)


3.6 (2.5)




  n = 252


n = 252


n = 468


n = 468

     Men


  9.0 (6.6)

4.8 (3.0)


6.4 (6.1)


4.1 (3.3)




  n = 116


n = 116


n = 88


n = 88

     Women

  6.3 (5.1)

3.5 (2.1)


5.6 (4.8)


3.5 (2.2)




  n = 136


n = 136


n = 380


n = 380

Class Year

     Freshmen

  6.4 (5.4)

4.1 (2.7)


5.1 (4.5)


3.5 (2.5)




  n = 113


n = 113


n = 209


n = 209

     Sophomore

  8.5 (6.1)

4.7 (2.5)


6.3 (5.6)


4.0 (2.6)




  n = 65


n = 65


n = 140


n = 140

     Junior

  8.4 (6.5)

3.8 (2.5)


6.4 (5.7)


3.3 (2.0)




  n = 52


n = 52


n = 92


n = 92

     Senior

  8.1 (6.9)

3.7 (2.6)


6.0 (4.9)


2.8 (2.2)




  n = 22


n = 22


n = 27


n = 27

Living Status

     On-Campus

  6.8 (5.4)

4.2 (2.7)


5.3 (4.5)


3.7 (2.4)




  n = 139


n = 139


n = 280


n = 280

     Down the Line
10.5 (6.5)

4.3 (2.5)


7.6 (6.0)


4.0 (2.6)




  n = 37


n = 37


n = 54


n = 54

     Live with Parents
  4.7 (5.0)

2.6 (1.6)


3.1 (4.5)


2.2 (2.2)




  n = 34


n = 34


n = 54


n = 54

     Fraternity/Sorority
13.4 (6.1)

6.3 (2.6)


9.7 (5.0)


4.6 (1.9)




  n = 23


n = 23


n = 51


n = 51

     Not Down Line/

          Not w/Parents
  5.3 (4.6)

3.1 (1.7)


3.3 (3.3)


1.8 (1.3)




  n = 19


n = 19


n = 22


n = 22

Note. Percentages not totaling 100 indicate participant non-response (missing data), percentages totaling over 100

indicate multiple responses on an item by a participant.

Explanation of General Statistical Terms *

Average (mean, median, mode)
     The mean, median, and mode are indices (measures) of central tendency. The mean is the arithmetic average of scores (the sum of the scores divided the total number of scores), the median is the point that divides the distribution into halves, and the mode is the most frequently occurring score.

Standard Deviation
     Specifically, the standard deviation represents the average deviation from the mean. That is, the standard deviation represents the positive square-root of the arithmetic average of the squared deviations from the mean. For example, if  the mean of  “service satisfaction” is 2.5 on a 1-to-5 point scale, and the standard deviation is 1.5, the scores on “service satisfaction” deviate and vary from the mean an average of 1.5 points.

Correlation
     The correlation, specifically, the Pearson product-moment correlation, is a statistical technique used to assess the extent of the approximate linear relationship between two quantitative variables such as shoe size and height. The extent of the linear approximation between two variables is indexed by the statistic called the correlation coefficient. The correlation coefficient, r, can range from -1.00, to 0, to +1.00. The magnitude of the correlation coefficient, using its absolute value (no -/+ signs), indicates the degree to which a linear relationship is approximated. The greater the distance from zero (- or +), the better the approximation. The sign of the correlation coefficient (- or +) indicates the direction of the linear approximation. For example, a correlation coefficient of .85 (with positive correlations, the + sign is seldom used) between shoe size and height indicates a positive correlation, in that as shoe size increases, so does height. A negative (or inverse) correlation of -.65 between age and height would indicate that as age increases, height decreases. 

     Correlations assess only the approximate linear relationships. One cannot infer any sort of causation. For example, one could not conclude that “large feet cause tallness” or that “increased age causes shortness” and vice-versa.

* from Jaccard & Becker (1990).







     Disch, W. B., Dougan, T. R., Nolan, M. F., & Shapiro, S. B. (1999). Student gambling mini-survey (Tech. Rep. Vol. 3(8), No. 2). Kingston: University of Rhode Island, Division of Student Affairs, Student Quality of Life and Satisfaction (SQOLAS).


