
URI STUDENT SENATE MINUTES  October 7, 2009 
 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER: 6:33 p.m. 
B.  ROLL CALL: Almeida, Bedard, Bickham, Boiteau, Clarke, Coates, Daodu, Einhorn, Farrow, 
Faustin, Gaudio, Harrington, Holden, Holland, Holzman, Long, MacKinnon, Messineo, Mingoia, 
O’Loughlin, Petit, Prata, Puleo, Raupers, Renzi, Rodrigues, Shah, Sharkey, Simon, Sinapi, Slater, Van 
Fechtmann, Weiss 
C. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: Petit- Motion to add bill SS-09/10-26, bill calling for 
confirmation of election results under elections committee, Holzman seconds. 
MacKinnon- Motion to change under new business under sponsor, my name is spelled wrong there is an 
“a”, Coates seconds. 
Sinapi- Point of information, is bill SS-09/10-25 still on the agenda? 
Shah-Yes 
Sinapi- Motion to strike my name, stricken. 
Long- I would also like to strike my name, stricken. 
Petit- Motion to strike bill SS-09/10-25, Coates seconds, stricken. 
Vote- passed 
D.  READING AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: Messineo- I think in the 
nominations for rules and ethics, Sharkey declined. Noted. 
Petit- Motion to strike from minutes under special orders what Skarkey and Shah said concerning why 
people said a girl needs to be on rules and ethics, Sharkey seconds. 
Vote-passed 
Abstention- Coates 
E. ANNOUNCEMENTS: Petit- Motion for the pledge, Holden seconds. 
Bedard- For those of you who are 21 or older I’m hosting a night at wheelhouse tonight for URI students 
only. Bruce you can come no worries. It’s in Galilee, no cover charge, drink specials, I will be guest bar 
tending for part of the night come by. 
F. PUBLIC FORUM:   
G. REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 

-    FINANCE COMMITTEE: 
 
SS-09/10-23 – TAX GRANT REQUEST FOR STUDENT SENATE  
 
Whereas, Homecoming Week is a University of Rhode Island student tradition, and 
Whereas, the Student Senate’s mission includes continuing and improving University  
     traditions, and 
Whereas, the Student Senate has played an active role in the Homecoming Week  
     activities in previous years, and 
Whereas, the Student Senate has the opportunity to contribute to the funding of a  
     successful Homecoming event, and 
Whereas, this request is within the finance policy of the Student Senate and it is the  
     Senate’s custom to grant such requests, therefore be it 
Resolved, that the Student Senate will help cover the production costs of the Jim  

     Gaffigan event by opening up a line of credit which is not to exceed  
     $30,000.00  

 
 
 

SPONSOR:        Finance Committee 
BILL HANDLER:     Chairman Petit 
DATE:        Wednesday, October 7, 2009 
RECOMMENDATION:    Passage (5-0-0) 
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EXPIRATION DATE:    Upon Dispensation 
ACTION:         Vote Tonight  

 
Petit- No one asked me any questions so I’m assuming everyone is cool with it. 
Slater- Why do we always pay for parent’s weekend? 
Petit- This isn’t for parent’s weekend its homecoming. 
Vote- passed 
 
SS-09/10-24 – CONTINGENCY GRANT REQUEST FOR UNION BOARD 
 
Whereas, Union Board is a Senate recognized organization, and 
Whereas, Union Board would like to hold a programming event on campus, and 
Whereas, it is within their mission statement to do so, and 
Whereas, Union Board would like money to help cover the costs of the event, and 
Whereas, this request is within the finance policy of the Senate and it is the Senate’s custom to grant such 

requests, therefore be it 
Resolved, that the Student Senate grant $1,630.00 from our Programming Contingency to the Category 

#000 (Programming) line in the budget of Union Board. 
 
 
SPONSOR:     Finance Committee 
BILL HANDLER:   Chairman Petit 
DATE:     Wednesday, October 7, 2009 
RECOMMENDATION:   Passage (4-0-1) 
EXPIRATION DATE:   Upon Dispensation 
ACTION:     Vote Next Week 
 
Petit- Had finance 101 meeting on Monday, pretty good turnout, if someone didn’t attend I have copies of  
           the book behind my desk. People who didn’t sign signature cards can’t sign up for events and they  
           have lost any that they scheduled. Tell them to come by my office hours. Also I want to thank those  
           of you who showed up for the finance 101 meeting. But don’t worry I’ll be doing the presentation  
           next week for you guys. 
 

-    STUDENT ORGANIZATION ADVISORY AND REVIEW  
     COMMITTEE (SOARC): 
Holland- Re-rec was due today, didn’t count but it looks like we had a very good turnout. 
President’s meeting on Monday went well, that’s really it for now we’ll be working on re-rec for a 
couple of weeks now. 
 
-   ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE: Coates- Hi, the provost student advisory 
council met yesterday and I didn’t personally attend but Holzman went, he can tell you a little 
about it. 
Holzman- The provost went over three things. First, I’m pretty sure you all got an email about the 
undergraduate research opportunity, faculty advisor put together project where you can ask for a 
grant between 800-1200 dollars alone or in a group of up to three. We also talked about IDEAs as 
replacement for SETs. We talked about how to raise response rates. For spring it wasn’t 
mandatory and it was only about 50% rate. We talked about withholding grades or something of 
that nature, putting it on university letterhead instead of a 3rd party company. Studies of 
transferences we’ve done, going from set to ideas, show that online responses are slightly more 
positive than traditional paper forms. Because response rate was so low they’re going back to a 
paper set, but retaining the same questions and putting it back in classroom. Provost does not want 
to continue with paper and this will go digital in time. Finally, for those of you who participated in 
spring there was a faculty summit on academic future of university, provost did same for students, 
result was academic vision. That has been developed into academic plan until 2015. Reviewing 
that, taking a vision and turning it into how we’re going to do it. Goals, strategies and actions. Its 
online you can get a copy. Going over how to specifically facilitate these actions. 
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Prata- If they do choose to go back to paper version is there going to be a penalty if students 
aren’t in class? 
Holzman- That was something that was brought up. If it’s on paper, no. It’s a large (98%) 
response rate in class if only one person is missing.  Making it an extra credit assignment if it was 
online was something that was brought on, to minimize transparency. If the teacher knows they 
filled it out they could also find out the answers. 
Coates- The decision to go from digital to paper was made by the teachers union. 
Petit- I wanted to say that the decision to go back to paper was because the union felt, they said in 
a newsletter, they felt it wasn’t a high enough response rate. However when Dave and I met with 
one of the members of the team, the response rate was what was expected. There was a lot of 
confusion because so many teachers didn’t even mention it to students. For other schools the 
response rate was same as ours for first semester and then it increased. Pulling it was not a good 
step because it will get better and it will cost more money to keep it on paper. 
Holzman- The reason they pulled it so quickly is because those results are being used in their 
tenure and seniority hearings so they were concerned if it was a low response rate only students 
who did not like them would respond. 
Slater- First thing they said people who liked the class bothered to fill it out, so I don’t know why 
they would complain if 50% of the results are positive. Maybe holding an account to make people 
fill it out. So unless they make it mandatory there’s no way people will fill it out. 
Holland- Would we be able to keep it online but motivate students to submit by having a page 
after that says thank you for submitting so they can print it out and hand it in for extra credit but 
still be anonymous? 
Coates- That’s a good idea. If they want participation they need more incentive. They should add 
more questions that will be relevant to students like “were the textbooks useful?” especially with 
cost of books recently. Questions like “how was the class taught?” Things like that that will be 
helpful. Suggested publishing certain results. 
Holland- I also agree on changing some questions because when I filled out online one, they did 
not necessarily ask questions that allowed you to say you had a bad professor. They were phrased 
wrong. I’ll be glad to come with you if you need to talk to someone about it. 
Petit- To talk about what Katherine was saying, when we met with them we brought all of those 
concerns forward. To talk about idea of people having ideas held up, it was presented last year and 
I opposed that because I thought it might prevent some people from graduating. Although I feel 
that everyone should fill it out I don’t think you should be forced to. 
Slater- Extra credit was proposed and some teachers did, so eventually it will come to the same 
pace as the paper one. One issue was also having to due 5 surveys over and over. Maybe spacing it 
out. People would take more time. 
Coates- General incentive is that as a student you should care about the quality of teacher. The 
IDEAs actually get looked at for tenure so if you had a bad teacher you should fill it out, if you 
think they were good and should get promoted you should fill it out too. 
Renzi- I think part of the problem with the email system, being reminded every 3 days made me a 
little crazy, didn’t want to fill out maybe out of spite. 
Coates- I have no control over that that’s the company. 
Petit- We actually talked about that, they did that on purpose because it was a new system. They 
were fearful that if you saw it once you would delete it but if you saw it more than once you would 
do it. 
Slater- Another issue was that a lot of people don’t use webmail so people that could have gotten 
link may have not gotten it in time. 
Petit- One point I brought up was that student don’t use webmail and talked about how we could 
make it easier to forward mail from webmail but university couldn’t send it unless it was to that 
URI email. 
Sinapi- They have an interesting situation at Amherst. Their version of webct, you can go on and 
your class is on there. You can’t access your class until you do the evaluation. Can get around that 
problem by having it set up for sakai or any system that requires your id. 
Prata- I was going to say something similar, instead of withholding grades, if you put some kind 
of a hold so that you can’t register for classes so it won’t affect seniors. 
Holzman- Permission to respond. Yes. In response to hold problem, by end of semester most 
people have registered for classes. Making it mandatory, requirement vs. incentive to complete. 
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There was discussion about putting it on e-campus to make it look more official or direct. Doing it 
on sakai is an option. Blackboard blocks mail. Webct was blocked by blackboard because product 
was discontinued. Reason we moved to sakai. 
-   EXTERNAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE: Clarke- Hi, tomorrow night is the 
coalition meeting I will be moderating, special guest former senator O’Brien. I hope you can all 
attend, especially those of you who live off campus. If we show that we do care and want to 
improve communications that’s the way to do it. Starting next week I’m going ahead with 
recycling project. Working with town, local residents, seeing if we can get town to fund it. I also 
want to do some smaller projects while this is going on. Any suggestions let me know now or put 
it in my box. I moved my committee time to Mondays at 5:15. 
MacKinnon- What time is meeting tomorrow? 
Clarke- 6:30-8 in the ballroom. 
-   CULTURAL AFFAIRS COMMITTTEE: Prata- We had another meeting and we 
set date for cultural fair for November 30th in ballroom. Went to first president’s meeting ever. 
After people signed up for attendance I sent around a flyer for people who wanted to participate, 
only 8 groups signed up. Hopefully, we’re going to make more of an effort to ask them. I hope 
more than 8 groups are interested. If any of you are involved in groups that want to attend please 
please let me know it’s in ballroom. Were also working on a clothing drive with orgs. Were doing 
this instead of a food drive because greek system does that. Were not 100% sure if it’s going to be 
a competition. So if you have any ideas for a prize let me know. I’d like to talk to Officer Marc 
after meeting. Drop off points for clothing drive, I need to talk to Bruce because I don’t know 
where we are allowed to do this. 
Holland- Send me an email saying what you want to say and I’ll forward it so they can talk to you 
if they have ideas about holiday fair. 
-   CAMPUS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE: Sinapi- Everything’s pending. Though I am 
looking for ideas on how to solve problem on plains road lot where people are trying to get to 
classes from 9-noon. It’s packed. Let me know if you have any ideas. 
Slater- Another hillclimber so we don’t have a million people trying to fit into a tiny bus. 
Sinapi- Hillclimber comes here during set hours. Hillclimber is not going when it’s supposed to 
be. If you see it just chilling let me know when. I already know they’re doing it. It’s supposed to 
be running constantly. If it was I think it would solve the problem. Getting a new shuttle next fall. 
Slater- I guess then the problem will persist. I think putting a bus that holds 12 people for 50 
people is not working. 
Clarke- I didn’t know the hillclimber wasn’t supposed to stop. 
Sinapi- Any time you see it sitting there let me know. 
Petit- I’ve seen it there every Monday Wednesday Friday since start of school at 920 a.m. 
Coates- I’d like to point out that everyone probably has camera phones so that’s even better. 
Petit- How’s the safety and lighting going? 
Sinapi- Right along with my health. 
-   EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 

a. Director of Communications Simon- Newsletter going out tomorrow, we were 
waiting on a few orgs to get back to us with ads but they did not so I’m going 
ahead anyway. Something in cigar about coalition meeting and they’re covering 
event as well. 

b. Secretary Harrington- Are there any newly elected senators here? Can you 
please stand up? Just one? Kudos for you Gene Rosati  

c. Treasurer Boiteau- Paying the bills, one of them was for a WB Mason bill we 
need to buy a new 3 hole punch for the office, it was $40 so if you use it please 
be careful. We don’t really have tons of money. Don’t make Kim mad. 

d. Vice President Shah-  I’ve been trying to stress committee minutes and getting 
them to me. Last week I only got them from external and campus. Finance I got 
them in my mailbox. I don’t want them there I want them in my email. Cultural 
academic and SOARC I don’t know what you’re doing. You might want to give 
me your committee meeting minutes. The breast cancer walk I announced it last 
week and still I’m the only person that signed up. I’m upset but I hope you guys 
are interested in doing it. I printed out some facts. Every dollar you donate 90 
cents goes directly to research, 7 million from previous years are in effect in RI, 
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research cures to develop drugs to reduce reoccurrence of breast cancer. If 
you’re not going to walk because of me, walk because it’s a good cause. I don’t 
think that our $200 between 40 people is a lot of money. Please sign up. Senator 
orientation is next wed from 5-6:30 right before meeting so Kim sent out an 
email to all new senators. I only got one conflict. Exec you’re required to be 
there I told you all last night. Make sure you are. Senators please come. The 
more the merrier. There will be pizza. Encourage people to join your committee. 
Rules. Procedure. For Roberts rules of order, if you don’t have the floor don’t 
speak. If you’re giving a report as an executive chair you have the floor, but if 
you don’t have the right don’t talk I’ll call on you. Raise your hand fully. Formal 
I was looking at dates. I’ve mapped out a few dates so I’ll let you know when we 
pick one. Lastly, thank you for nominating me for homecoming queen because I 
am a finalist. Save you can tabs. Thank you. 
Bickham- Did you get the minutes I put in your mailbox? 
Shah- I want it in my email. 
Prata- I emailed you my minutes last week, I’ll send them again. 
Boiteau- I didn’t realize that you said you need can tabs, I have like coffee cans 
full. I have tons of them. 
Shah- Well I hope you like me out of the other two. 
Holland- I fully support the walk, even if you can’t walk donate some money. I 
had mentioned sending out the link on the listserve it will help people remember. 
Shah- Just sent one out. 
Messineo- As vice chair of SOARC I sent them to my chair who did not send 
them to Vidhi. 
Petit- I’d like to apologize for my vice chair. 
Shah- Just send me your minutes. 
Prata- What time is orientation again? 
Shah- 5-6:30. 
Clarke- Will we have exec after we meet with Dr. Dooley? 
Rodrigues- What happened to 13th for new senator orientation? 
Shah- I was going to have it on the 13th but we have a meeting with President 
Dooley and I have class. 

e. President Bedard-  Hello all. I would like to apologize for not being here last 
week. I had a sinus infection. I’m better now. I just want to take an opportunity 
to remind all of you that you have an obligation as a senator to help better this 
university, I talked to exec about this last night. I want to remind you that we are 
here for a reason and we are here to bring forth ideas and projects that will better 
this university for our student body. I’ve noticed a sense of apathy the past 
couple of weeks from this body, I’m challenging you to break this pattern. 
Especially since we passed a bill tonight opening a line of credit for $30,000 and 
no one asked any questions. If you talk to us out of Senate that’s fine but ask 
questions. Go to your committees, suggest ideas, prioritize ideas and bring to 
senate. We have four months of time to do all this. I’m challenging you to go to 
your committees and brainstorm to figure out what you can do to better the 
university. Homecoming is next week starts with rootbeer kegs on quad on 
Tuesday. Thursday night is Jim Gaffigan, we’re co-sponsoring with SEC. Get 
the word out, only $15 for students, this is a steal considering he does shows on 
average for $35. There are posters in the office that need to go up. We need to 
poster blitz this campus and off campus. See Kim she has a handful of posters 
and a list of buildings. Go post them. After you poster blitz just get the word out, 
whatever you have to do. Search him watch some of his stuff. We are going to 
have to help them load in and load out. If you’re interested please talk to me so I 
can get a list of people and coordinate with SEC. Rhody Rally next Friday 
followed by a bonfire and fireworks. Saturday is football game, we will be 
having a hot dog eating contest. Slight modifications 3 minutes to 5 minutes and 
add buns. We will have water. Talk that up too. I called up dining services today 
to get a price on 250 hot dogs. Come, I’m going to need people to judge, it won 
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most unique event at last year’s rhodyville. The research grants I have the packet 
here. Students can apply for grant up to $800 for one, $1000 for 2, and $1200 for 
3. Set aside $40,000 for students. This goes with university’s push to make 
university more research oriented. It’s free money out there waiting for people. 
You need to complete a proposal, due by November 25th. Jump on this soon. 
Exec I left those presidents forms in your mailbox. Take them home jot notes 
down. Get them back to me by Friday. Put all of our thoughts together, make one 
big packet for Tuesday. Bring people to the coalition meeting as Amanda said its 
important it’s on campus, usually it meets in Narragansett. It’s right in the 
ballroom, opportunity for people to ask questions. A lot of representation with 
residents in town. We have a lawsuit going on, there is tension. We want them to 
know we are concerned and want to work with them. Come, bring your friends, 
roommates. If you have questions about lobbyist affiliate group, come talk to 
me. There’s reasons for how we’re going to do this. If you’re interested just 
come see me. Finally I want to congratulate our VP for being a finalist for 
homecoming queen. Please save your can tabs, if you’re like Steve. Voting 
begins next week. Vote for Vidhi she is representing student senate not just 
herself. T-shit sales begin tomorrow. SAA will be storing t-shirts in our office so 
just put up with it for a week. One last note, Kim will be off on Monday I gave 
her the day off so she can go up to New Hampshire for the weekend. If you need 
anything get it to her before Friday. You will be here on Monday because classes 
are in session. Go to the wheelhouse tonight. 
Prata- Where do we put can tabs? 
Bedard- SAA will have booths down in the union, big water jugs like near we 
vote. 
Einhorn- Are we wearing the t-shirts since we’re going to events? 
Bedard- I would encourage each of you to buy a t-shirt, only like $5, no more, 
buy a shirt and wear it around campus in general help promote homecoming. 
They’re going to be releasing final schedule of events on Saturday, flyers at this 
week’s football game. I think there info on URI website. Remind people about 
homecoming get people to go to Jim Gaffigan. 
Long- Are posters available now? 
Bedard- Yes, talk to me if you want to take posters tonight, we have some 
downstairs. SEC did a lot already but there are areas that need to be blitzed. 
When you take them be aware there are rules on campus so don’t just go in, find 
a building manager tell them you have a poster and put it where they tell you to. 
Messineo- If you’re going to put one up in this building you need to fill out a 
form at main office, one of the girls who works here will help you. 
Bedard- The union’s been hit pretty good. There are a lot of residence halls, 
academic buildings. I expect each of you to hang at least one. 

-   RULES AND ETHICS:  no report 
H. REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 
 Elections Committee 
SS–09/10–26 BILL CALLING FOR THE CONFIRMATION OF THE FALL ELECTION RESULTS  
 
Whereas, the Fall Election was held as scheduled with no irregularities and no challenges filed, and  
 
Whereas,  the Elections Committee produced a final count of the valid cast ballots and no recount 

was requested, therefore be it  
 
Resolved, that the URI Student Senate confirm the following results (winners in bold):  
 
Freshman Representative (5) 
Brittany Ferreira   33 
Stephanie Segal   33 
Tanya Jones   32 
Kristen Stewart   28 
Ryan Rossi   27 
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Kevin Lopes   26 
Chrissy Juhr   21 
 
At-Large Representative (5) 
Joshua Flanagan   126 
Steven Issac Cahill  118 
Jim Elliott   99 
Christina E. Cannon  92 
Peter Espinal   89 
Damian Bialonczyk   88 
Christopher A. Cassie  80 
James Kyle Dorsey   80 
 
On-Campus Representative (2) 
Nadine Timas   73 
Takara Roderick   70 
Alyssa Santos   49 
Dave May   48 
 
Off-Campus Representative (2) 
John Birch   59 
Gene Rosatti, Jr.   40 
John Navialliat   38 
 
College of Business Representative (1)  
Brendan Cologna   19 
  
College of Arts and Sciences Representative (1)  
Douglas Tondreau   44 
Aran Valente   35 
  
University College Representative (1)  
Quentin Ross   109 
Takara Roderick   10 
  
 
 

SPONSOR:   Elections Committee  
BILL HANDLER:   Chairwoman Simon 
RECOMMENDATION:   Passage (  –   –   )  
DATE:    Wednesday, October 7, 2009   
EXPIRATION:    Annual Meeting  
ACTION:    Vote Next Week 

 
Simon- Just to let you know that there was no one that contested votes, orientation next Wednesday 5-6:30. 
Make sure you look over this bill, if anything is incorrect let us know, voting next week. 
Bedard- In case anyone asks you, there are 4 seats that are open. We are going to have an internal election 
about a month from now. Our bylaws state we can’t have it until 5 weeks after elections. If you know 
anyone that’s still trying to get on, let them know that at beginning of November we’ll be having elections. 
I. SPECIAL ORDERS: 
 Elections for Rules & Ethics committee member 
So far we have Gaudio and Van Fechtmann 
Van Fechtmann- I’d like to decline. 
Messineo- I’m going to let Gianna do most of the talking, just so you know Gianna got bumped up and 
she’s the one who nominated Rachael so it’s always solid when this person supports her. Rachael didn’t ask 
me to say anything I think she’d be a great addition to our committee. 
Prata- She is a responsible, honest person. I’ve known her since leadership institute. She’s a good friend of 
mine and she’s someone that would stick to the bylaws. She’s very fair. I’ve worked with on campus 
committee as well. I know that she would be a good addition. 
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Gaudio- Thanks guys. I would love to be a member of this committee. Anything I do I give 110% I have a 
really strong moral code, level head. Any issue I’ll make an educated decision. I’ll speak up and debate. 
Petit- What is your personal definition of ethics? 
Gaudio- I think it’s the rules people abide by according to moral values. 
Petit- Do you think you would interpret bylaws loosely or strictly? 
Gaudio- I’m more of a strict person. 
Holland- Have you read bylaws? 
Gaudio- Yes 
Vote- Gaudio in! 
J. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
K. NEW BUSINESS:  
 
SS-09/10-25 – CREATION OF A SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON LOBBYING  
Whereas, it is within the mission of the Student Senate to advocate for that which is in the best interest of 

the student body, and 
Whereas, it may be beneficial to the student body and the University that the Student Senate lobby the 

government of the state of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations on behalf of the student body, 
and  

Whereas, such a student lobbying body has been successful at other universities, and, 
Whereas, such a lobbying group may be viable, and  
Whereas, it is understood that such a lobbying body should be overseen by the Student Senate, and 
Whereas, it is within the Student Senates ability to form such a lobbying body, therefore, be it 
Resolved, that the Student Senate create a Special Committee on Lobbying to determine the viability and 

method of establishment of a student lobbying corps, and be it further 
Resolved, that the Special Committee on Lobbying be composed of five senators nominated and approved 

by the full senate, and be it further, 
Resolved, that the Special Committee on Lobbying will provide a report to the Executive Committee on the 

viability and organization of such a group, and be it further, 
Resolved, that, upon approval of the viability and method of establishment report by the Executive 

Committee, the Special Committee on Lobbying will create a charter to be approved by the full 
Student Senate, and be it further, 

Resolved, that the Special Committee on Lobbying recruit a core group of students to assume the 
leadership of the lobbying body. 

 
SPONSOR(s):      Allen Petit 
      Anthony Sinapi 
      Gianna Prata  

William McKinnon 
      Corey Long 
       
BILL HANDLER:    Jacob Holzman 
BILL AUTHOR:     Jacob Holzman  
DATE:       Wednesday, October 7th, 2009  
RECOMMENDATION:     Passage ( 6 - 0 - 0 )  
EXPIRATION DATE:     Upon Completion of Assignment, or Annual Meeting 
ACTION:      Vote Next Week 
 
L. GENERAL DISCUSSION AND OPEN FORUM: Rodrigues- Motion to adjourn, denied. 
Petit- Take a minute to talk about stricken bill. Idea is there’s a few other universities that their student 
governments have students that go to their state houses and lobby on behalf of their university. So what we 
are hoping to do is create our own lobbying core, which would be an affiliate, and it would be a group of 
students, they don’t have to be on senate, work under an advisor and they would go down to state house 
and lobby. They would know what positions based on what we senate pass. They would lobby our opinion.  
Coates- my committee before everyone leaves come see me. 
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Clarke- I agree with this, I think we should go and I would like to be the lobbyist. I don’t have time in my 
schedule to be lobbyist so I like idea of group. I think we should have a liaison to state house or if some 
members are interested in joining external and pushing forward. 
Holzman- I feel pretty strongly about this so I’ll kick it off one way or another. I hope I inspired a couple 
people to read bylaws, talk about it. Part of reason lost support, bill was written in contradiction of bylaws. 
I was aware of that, that said I wanted to discuss Amanda’s point about having an affiliate vs. a liaison. A 
liaison reports back more than interacts, I’d be interested in hearing what people have for ideas. 
Bedard- Let me clear up the confusion. Those of you who were at exec last night know that I was against 
putting a bill to create this lobbying group. However I am in support of this affiliate, I want to create a 
group and have them report out through external. Reason I was against bill was that there was a direct 
violation of our bylaws, and it’s not necessary because we have external affairs. In our bylaws there is a 
section that states about additional special committees. Quotes bylaws. A committee on lobbying while it 
would be advantageous, a committee cannot interfere with any other committee. External does what this 
group would do, which is why I want to push affiliate idea forward but not through legislation for a special 
committee. I want these people to work together, meet with Amanda, figure out how they’re going to go 
about this. That was my rationale for talking down a bill to create a special committee. If you disagree I 
would be more than happy to talk to you later. At least you should look at bill and look at ideas. Talk to 
people who wrote bill, talk to Amanda, get ball rolling, 
Sinapi- As far as having a liaison, they’re pretty much useless. Means of communications. Affiliate is a 
subgroup representing our interest. Bear in mind, this committee is meant to figure out how to go about 
doing this and then to start it up. Figure out if it’s feasible, how and to get it going. 
Holden- Motion to adjourn, Rodrigues seconds. 
M. ROLL CALL: AYE: Almeida, Bickham, Clarke, Daodu, Einhorn, Farrow, Faustin, Gaudio, 
Holden, Long, MacKinnon, Messineo, Mingoia, O’Loughlin, Prata, Puleo, Raupers, Renzi, Rodrigues, 
Sharkey, Sinapi, Van Fechtmann, Weiss 
NAY: Coates, Holland, Holzman, Petit, Slater 
NO VOTE: Bedard, Boiteau, Harrington, Shah, Simon 
N. ADJOURNMENT:  7:43 p.m. 
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