
 

 

2010 

NEWSLETTER 
Comments from the Chair 

 

 
Dear students, alums, guest artists, faculty and staff, 

 

 I took a look at last year’s newsletter and I had to laugh.  In it I was complaining about the coldest, rainiest June and July on 

record.  With the hot and dry weather we’ve had so far this summer, I certainly can’t repeat those words.  Last July I cheered for the Red 

Sox which was easier to do then than now with 11 players on the DL and those hated Yankees and Rays still way out in front.  My nerves 

are frayed this summer as I prepare to journey to the DMV with Hayley who passed driver’s ed and can’t wait to get on the road with her 

permit.  (Drivers---consider yourselves warned.)  Hannah is tan as can be from swimming in the pool every day and is now taller than 

Hayley.  Michael is enjoying a high school teacher’s deserved break from Coventry and he spends much daily time on his new Ipad. 

 

 How am I?  I love working at URI in the summer.  Don’t take this the wrong way but Bonnie and I both enjoy the peace and 

relative quiet.  It’s a much needed change from the bustle and hectic pace of the school year.  I also love summer because it’s when we 

catch up with alums and old friends.  Many of you drop in during the summer or reach out to me on Facebook.  This is much appreciated.  

Just the other day Patrick Poole came by to say hi from NJ.  I heard from Brendan O’Malley in California and Alvin Dizon who is work-

ing in video gaming now.  Katie Travers got two jobs in theatre and JonPaul Rainville will be heading to Chicago shortly to work at the 

Goodman Theatre with Robert Falls.  Rich Madison got married here two weeks ago and it was great to talk to Marissa Hughes from  

Chicago who reports that all is well.  Heidi Beckmann is getting ready to open in Full Monty at Theatre by the Sea and Micah Tougas, 

Betsy Rinaldi and Andrew Burnap just wrapped a production of Spelling Bee.  Amanda Ruggiero is keeping busy at Gamm and Steph 

Sherman is working in NYC.  Patrick Bosworth will soon be a film student working on an MFA at Chapman University in California 

while Mike Pignatelli went to the Fringe Festival this summer with his MFA program.  Let’s not forget Devon Decker and Rachel Ralby 

working in sound and costumes on cruise ships and Joe Short just appeared in The Merchant of Venice starring Al Pacino at the NY 

Shakespeare Festival in Central Park.  Wow…there are so many wonderful grads working away in so many places.  The list is really very 

long and it makes all of us who had anything to do with your success very proud indeed. 

 

 Each year when I meet with potential theatre majors at recruitment events, I am always asked the question….what can you do 

with a major in theatre after graduation?  If I had a complete list of every graduate and their current employment, I would have the perfect 

answer to that question.  For now, what can’t you do?  What’s your dream?  Our graduates are teachers, designers, actors, managers, 

press agents, directors, lawyers, wardrobe supervisors, painters, talent scouts, production assistants, writers, etc., etc.  More importantly, 

they are just good folk…perhaps they’ll soon become mothers or fathers…strong citizens of the world with purpose and ambition and a 

desire to make the world a better place in some manner.  Whether they work in theatre, film, television, music, fashion, law, business, 

politics……………….they are URI Theatre grads and they are the best. 

 

 To the new class of 2014, one day I’ll be writing of your exploits as you graduate and move forward.  For now, we welcome 

you to join a growing list of high achieving students who are proving they can make their dreams come true.    See you in September.  

Best. 

 

PAULA 
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URI THEATRE AUDITION POLICY 
 

REMINDER:  Department policy requires all BFA Acting students to audition for URI Theatre Main Stage 

productions.  Students are also expected to audition for THE 420 and Ten Minute plays.  The URI Theatre  

Department is rooted in and sustained by your commitment and participation.  All students are expected to wait 

until cast and crew assignments are finalized for URI productions before accepting outside work. 
 

Thank you, 
 

URI Faculty, Guest Artists & Staff 

 

URI Theatre productions are open to any URI student so whether you’re a theatre major or an engineering major, we 
look forward to seeing you at our auditions.  You can receive 1 -3 credits if you are cast so call 874 -5921 in late August 
to sign up for an audition or come to the second floor Theatre Office in the Fine Arts Center.  We’ll post the audition 
signup sheets there.  We are producing two Main stage shows this fall.  Here are the specific audition requirements 
for each production.  
 

SPINNING INTO BUTTER  
by Rebecca Gilman  

 
Cast size:    2 Women, 5 Men  
Sarah Daniels…Dean of Students, 35, intelligent, well meaning, complicated 
Patrick Chibas…student, 19, highly intelligent, ethnic background 
Ross Collins…37, Professor, Art History, handsome, energized, colleague 
Burton Strauss…Chair of Humanities, mid 50’s, often contentious 
Dean Catherine Kenney…about 60, diplomatic, smart 
Greg Sullivan…student, 21, self assured, all-American, well educated  
Mr. Meyers…about 50, security guard, friendly 
 
Director:      Bryna Wortman  
Required:    Please prepare a 1 to 2 minute contemporary monologue expressing strong thoughts and/or 
feelings or presenting a strong point of view.   Please read the entire play prior to your audition.  Copies of the script 
are available in the URI Theatre Office or from Dramatic Publishing at www.dramaticpublishing.com .  Be prepared 
to possibly read sides at the auditions; definitely at callbacks.  
Auditions:   Tuesday, September 7 from 6 -10 pm & Thursday, September 9  

from 7 -11 pm.  All junior and senior theatre majors are requested to audition on Tuesday  
evening . 

Callbacks:   Friday, September 10 from 7 -11 pm 
Read-Through:   Saturday, September 11 & rehearsals begin Sunday, September 12  
Performances:   Thursdays – Saturdays, October 14 -16 and 21-23 at 7:30PM 
   Sundays, October 17 and October 24 at 3PM   
 
Racism and political correctness on a small New England campus are explored in Rebecca Gilman’s prize-winning 
play.                 

URI THEATRE  

2010 
FALL AUDITION INFORMATION  

http://www.dramaticpublishing.com/


 

 The Rocky Horror Show  
Book, Music and Lyrics by  

Richard OôBrien 
 
Cast size: 3 Women, 7 Men as Principals and 6 -12 women and men in chorus   
Director:   Paula McGlasson  
Musical Director:  Lila Kane  
Choreographer:  Dante Sciarra  
 
Required:   Actors should prepare and memorize 32 -measures of a song from a rock musical or rock 
opera.  An accompanist will be provided.  Bring your sheet music.  Do not prepare a selection from the show.  
Dance auditions will be held in small groups following your vocal audition.  Please try to read the musical and 
familiarize yourself with the characters and the songs prior to your audition.  Copies of the script are available in 
the URI Theatre Office or from Musical Theatre International at www.MTIshows.com . 
 
Dr. Frank -N-Furter…A scientist who is flamboyant, hedonistic, and a sweet transvestite from transsexual  
                          Transylvania  
Janet Weiss…Our heroine, sweet, somewhat naïve, recently engaged to Brad 
Brad Majors…Our hero, clean-cut fiancé of Janet, awkward, out of step  
Riff Raff…An alien handyman with a hunchback who is Frank’s minion and Magenta’s brother 
Magenta…Riff Raff’s alien sister who is a domestic and so much more 
Columbia…A tap dancing groupie and self proclaimed lover of Frank and formerly involved with Eddie 
Rocky…A blond-haired, tanned muscle -bound creation of Frank’s making 
Eddie…An ex-delivery boy, Columbia’s former boyfriend, partial brain donor for Rocky and nephew to Dr. Scott 
Dr. Scott…A rival scientist and Brad and Janet’s high school teacher 
Narrator...An intelligent, all knowing guide to all things strange  
 
 Auditions:   Tuesday, September 7  from 7 -10 pm & Thursday, September 9  from 7:30 -10:30 pm.  
   All returning junior and senior theatre majors are requested to sign up for Tuesday night, 
   please. 
 
Callbacks:   Friday, September 10  from 7 -11 pm 
 
Rehearsals Begin:  Week of October 19 th  
 
Performances:   Thursdays -Saturdays  

December 2 -4 & December 9 -11 at 7:30 pm (10:30 as well on Fridays & Saturdays) 
Sundays, December 5 & December 12 at 3p 

ATTENTION DENIZENS OF A THEATRICAL WORLD. 

 THAT SOUND YOU HEAR IS OPPORTUNITY KNOCKING! 
 

THE100 is always looking for interested folks to be THE100 Shadows (That’s an assistant to a Teaching Assistant). This is the apprentice-

ship gateway to moving on to be a Teaching Assistant. Work with us for a semester or two, get to know what we’re about and how we do 

what we do and then apply to be a T. A. yourself. The first time you T.A. it would be for academic credit and then subsequent times would 

be for cash! 
 

There are Shadow positions available for those with interests in Acting/Directing, Sets/Props., Lights/Sound, Costumes and Stage  

Management/Publicity. 
 

Requirements: Enjoy working with people, willing to learn, organized, enthusiastic, can envision the parting of knowledge to others as a  

good thing. 

Start building that resume now! 
 

Contact Michael Lapointe at 401-874-9038. 

If he’s not in, leave a message and he’ll get back to you. 

The first THE100 meeting for all T.A.ôs and Shadows is 

Monday, September 13th at 5:15 P.M.in Room H101 

http://www.mtishows.com/


 

 

STUDENT PRODUCTION ASSIGNMENTS FOR 2010 / 2011  
 

Spinning Into Butter Stage Manager-Sammi Haskell; Assistant Director-Becka Kittredge; Dramaturg-Josh Andrews 

 

The Rocky Horror Show Stage Managers-Jenna Broccolo & Bobby Erskine; Assistant Director-Kira Hawkridge; 

 Costume Designers-Katie Hand & Joelle Braun; Dramaturg-Becka Kittredge 

 

The Taming of the Shrew Stage Manager-Caitlin Tango; Assistant Stage Manager-Molly Pritchard;  

 Assistant Directors-Mike Pilacik & Mike Commendatore; Dramaturg-Miles Boucher 

 

THE 420 Director-Becka Kittredge; Stage Manager-Jenna Broccolo; Costume Designer-Joelle Braun; 

 Lighting Designer-Bobby Erskine; Dramaturg-Julia Bailey 

 

A View From The Bridge Stage Manager-Travis Green; Dramaturg-Mike Commendatore 

  

THE 322 Stage Manager-Joelle Braun 

 

THE 100 TAs Stephanie Morgan, Tom Gleadow, Michael Pilacik, Caitlin Tango, Samuel Lewis, Catalina Snape, 

Kira Hawkridge, Rebecca Kittredge, Johnny Sederquist, Jenna Broccolo, Aaron Weininger, 

 Molly Pritchard.  We also welcome the following non-students to the THE 100 staff…Ben Rose, 

Stephanie Traversa, Heidi Beckman,  Maria Day Hyde and Emma Haney. 

 

As you can see from the list above, we need more help.  Some of you are registered in classes that will place you on crews for course 

credit.  For the rest of you, after auditions end see Alan Hawkridge or me to sign up for production work.  Alan Hawkridge is in  

H 210 and I’m right next door in H 208.  One, two and three credits are available.  Get involved and support your department. 

All Students Are Welcome  

Wednesday, 9/15/10, 5:00 -6:30 PM in J STUDIO  
FREE FOOD AND ENTERTAINMENT from several of our talented students.  

 

Find out what is going on, what is planned for the year, meet the faculty, 
guest artists, staff, other students and maybe, just maybe, Theatre alum.  
Have fun, catch up with your old pals, make some new ones and enter the 

raffle for prizesé.goodies from the Emporium and other places. 
 

Agenda items?  Just send them to Paula, paulam@uri.edu (Theatre Chair)  
via email prior to the meeting.  

 
SEE YOU THERE!!!!!!!  

 

Upperclassmen in THE 499...remember your first meeting?  If you are in THE 
499 as a mentor, bring along your students or arrange to meet them there.  

Welcome to all.  
 



 

 

A FEW SEATS AVAILABLE….REGISTER TODAY!!! 
 

THE 261 Intro to Design  Patrick Lynch  Class# 4888 MW 10-11:15 PM 

This course is required of all theatre majors.  It is also a prerequisite for upper level design courses to follow. 

 

THE 362 Scene Painting  Brigitte Bechtel  Class# 12580 M 7-9:45 PM 

This course is only offered every three years and so any design/tech major or other interested students should register for this fall’s offering. 

 

THE 371 Lighting Design Christian Wittwer  Class# 4906 MW 11-12:15 PM 
 

This course is required of all design/tech or management track students.  It will not be offered again until the fall of 2012 so sign up today. 

For additional information or permission numbers to any course if required, please email Paula McGlasson at paulam@uri.edu. 

LOCKERS AND MAILBOXES 

Theatre students and key production 

personnel have a mailbox located in the 

alcove, main Theatre hallway, 2nd floor.  

Lockers are available to Theatre students 

and are located inside the mens and ladies 

dressing rooms.  Unlocked in the AM, relocked 

by the Stage Mgr. in PM.  Stop by Rm. H206 

for information. 

2011 SENIORS 2011 
ALL SENIORS ( any student with 75 credits or 

more) MUST SUBMIT YOUR GRADUATION 

WORKSHEET (intent to graduate) TO THE 

¦·¹¸d¦³©d¸¨®ª³¨ª¸d©ª¦³̃¸d´««®¨ªd§¾d

10/01/10 TO BE ELIGIBLE TO GRADUATE IN 

MAY 2011  

SEE BONNIE FOR INTENT  

TO GRADUATE FORM  

EARN COURSE CREDIT 
YOU DON’T’ EVEN HAVE TO BE A  

THEATRE STUDENT 

Either acting in or working on a production under the 

direction of the resident, guest artist or student designer 

can earn you course credit.  PASS THE WORD! 

Crew Areas: Props, Carpentry, Scene Painting,  

Design, Lighting, Sound, Box Office, Costumes,  

Follow Spot Operators, Wig/Hair/Makeup,  

Electricians, House Managers, and moreé. 

 

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 
 

Contact Alan Hawkridge 

 Theatre Dept. Rm. H210,  

401-874-7885, brit1@uri.edu 

    

REMINDER: All sophomore, junior and senior  

students should be registered for production lab credits 

under THE 291 or 391.  A total of 4 credits is required 

by graduation.  Freshman and transfer students may also 

register, if their courses do not include crew  

assignments. 

NEW MINOR IN VOCAL PERFORMANCE FOR THEATRE MAJORS  
 

Finally (and it’s taken about 5 years) students who are interested in pursuing more coursework in musical  

theatre can obtain a BFA in Acting with a minor from the Music department in Vocal Performance.  This is a 

great combination that will allow our musical theatre students to remain competitive at the professional level. 
 

18 credits are required and students must pass an audition in voice prior to registration for applied study in 

voice.  Over the course of 4 years, students will take 4 semesters of private voice instruction, Music Theory or 

Basic Musicianship, Music Convocation, Music History and 3 semesters of participation in your choice of the 

following:   Opera Workshop, Concert Choir or University Chorus. 
 

Any interested freshman or sophomore theatre major should see Paula McGlasson (H208) for more details or to 

schedule an audition with the music department for admission to this minor. 



 

 
WELCOME 

 

 
 

NEW MAJORS, MINORS 

 AND TRANSFER STUDENTS 

 

Julia Bartoletti, MA 

Matthew Bases, NY 

Lindsy Bissonnette, RI 

Joshua Christensen, RI 

Daren DeFrank, CT 

Danielle Dube, RI 

Sarah Gervasini, RI 

Angela Gonzalez, RI 

Lauren Hanson, RI 

Benjamin Hill, CT 

Jacqueline Hurley, MA 

David Jang, NJ 

Keith Jarvis, MA 

Jana Kaplan, NY 

Malaysia King, RI 

DeKontee Koliyah, RI 

Robert Marshall, RI 

Thomas McCormick, RI 

Benjamin Miller, RI 

Mia Rocchio, VT 

Hilary Sodhi, RI 

Gianna Soprano, RI 

Marc Tiberiis, RI 

Steven Wilson, RI 

Jillian Winfield, MA 

AND THE AWARD GOES TO  
 

2010 Merit Scholarship Awardees: 
 Josh Andrews 
 Stephanie Morgan 
 Betsy Rinaldi 
 Johnny Sederquist 
 

2010 Academic Excellence Award: 
 Reneé Surprenant 
 

2009 Pezzullo Scholarship Awardees: 
 Alyssa Opishinski 
 Jennifer Michaels 
 

2009 Theatre Scholarship Awardees: 
 Emma Haney 
 Betsy Rinaldi 
 Johnny Sederquist 
 Reneé Surprenant 
 

2009 Mary Zorabedian Scholarship Award: 
 Betsy Rinaldi 
 

2009 Irene Ryan Nominees: 
 Kira Arnold 
 Cory Crew 
 Autumn Gillette 
 Benjamin Gracia 
 Benjamin Grills 
 Jolie Lippincott 
 Stephanie Morgan 
 Michael Puppi 
 Johhny Sederquist 
 Micah Tougas 
 Katie Travers 

Kira Arnold 

Jason Brodeur 

Megan  Doran 

Autumn Gillette 

Benjamin Grills 

Margaret Kane 

Melanie Kane 

Andrew Lidestri 

Jolie Lippincott 

Melinda Masterson 

Jennifer Michaels 

Michael Miele 

Alyssa Opishinski 

Carol Pegg 

Sarah Pero 

Michael Puppi 

JonPaul Rainville 

Benjamin Rose 

Aliyah Shusterman 

Renee Surprenant 

Kevin Thibault 

Jamie Tobin 

Micah Tougas 

Kathryn Travers 

 

ALUMNI UPDATES 

Matthew Archambault  I kept active as an actor in NYC in 2009/2010.  I appeared in two productions with Flux Theatre  

Ensemble: Lesser Seductions of History and Jacob's House.  I am taking classes, mailing resumes, reading plays weekly, and  

running into URI Theatre alumni in the city all the time.  Get in touch with him (at his request) if you've got questions about the city (three 

years in).  matthewarchambault@yahoo.com 

Elyssa Baldassarri:  I have been working, but no longer am I a waitress or bartender, I run the office at Needle Designs (making URI 

Theatre tees)! I recently finished a production of Almost Maine with the Young Actors Ensemble based out of Cranston under the  

direction of a URI graduate Robert DiMartino.  After that I took an incredible workshop that I recommend to any actors, directors, or  

dancers in NYC called One Thought One Action (OTOA) with stage/screen director Gia Forakis. I will be taking the advanced class with 

her this fall.  It's a crazy commute to go straight from work to Manhattan and travel back when the class is out at 9, but 100% worth it. 

Aside from performing with my band at the moment, I am also Stage Managing the show Working with the Young Actors Ensemble, show 

goes up in a few weeks.  So although financially I couldn't complete college, I still feel like I graduated and continue to educate myself and 

pursue my career. I plan on moving to Brooklyn in May 2011! Very exciting! 

Jennifer Bascom:  For the past eight months, my husband and I have been working with Second City.  It has been a great year of travel 

for us around the world doing comedy sketches and improv.  We have been to France, England, the eastern and western Caribbean and all 

over the USA.  We plan to move back to LA.  You can see me this fall on the small screen in a campaign of PSA's for the FDA.   

Life is good!   



 

 

Ahmed Bharoocha:  I've been doing comedy full time for the last year as my only income and its been great!  I recently had an audition 

in front of the Comedy Central people and I think it went really well so maybe I can get a TV credit within the next two years. I just 

started having a day job so I can save up and move to LA next year. I also got to go to Scotland and performed in the Glasgow comedy 

fest.  I've started my own sketch group called Uncle Mustache. We've been filming sketches and putting them online but we also just 

had our first live sketch show that went really well. I've also been doing a lot of improv. Other than that I've really been missing acting 

and theater and hope I can start to fit it in again.  Hope all is well!" 

Heidi Beckmann:  At the moment I am in rehearsals at Theatre- By- The- Sea for The Full Monty opening in August!!  That’s about all 

at the moment!!!  Hoping everyone is doing well and living their dreams!!! 

Samantha Blasbalg: ('08) Don't know if I technically count as an alum, but I'm starting my PhD in September. I'm working on a research 

project this summer modeling cochlear implant responses and while I'm not sure exactly what my project will entail, it will have something 

to do with hearing research (most likely cochlear implants, springboarding off the work I'm doing this summer). Sorry to report that there 

hasn't been much theatre in my life aside from going to see some shows, but I'm certainly loving life as an engineer. Hope all is well, maybe 

I'll get down to see some shows this year. 

Patrick Bosworth  ('08).  Patrick was recently accepted to Dodge College of Film and Media Arts in California for his MFA in Film 

Production with a concentration in Direction. He recently completed shooting his newest short film script, Sun Girl,  written by URI 

Theatre Alum, Carl V. Rossi.  Look for the release of Sun Girl starring  URI Alums,  Amanda Ruggiero, Josh Short, and Jamie Dufault. 

Feel free to keep in touch with me at:  tinypenguinfilms@gmail.com. 

Kerry Carney:   I am living in LA in Silverlake with my boyfriend of 2.5 years, Joel who is a comedy writer.  I wrote a short film called 

"Wanting Alex" that just had a big screening out here, and we are submitting to festivals now...I belong to a great theatre company out 

here, The Elephant Theatre, and I was nominated for an Ovation Award this year (didn't win) for a play I did there.  I am still  

auditioning and working for commercial/TV/film stuff.  My day job is working as a matchmaker/dating coach at a company called  

Cupid's Coach.  ( I am basically an unlicensed therapist, not sure how I managed that one:)  

 Amanda Downing Carney: ('03) I am about to start my third season as the Costume Director at Trinity Repertory Company.  When my 

schedule allows I sometimes freelance design for local theatres and when needed ,I costume consult for some of Phoenix  

Entertainment's national/international tours.  My most exciting new project is getting our nursery ready for our first baby who is due in 

December!!! I am married 3 years to Joe Carney and we live in Wakefield.  Take care! 

Dan DaCunha:  Here's what’s going on in my world. I spent most of the year playing blues harmonica in a punk rock band local to LA 

called Three8Zero8. We went on a 5 month tour of SoCal and performed as headliners every Saturday night in April at the famous Viper 

Room on the Sunset Strip. I've worked as a sound mixer in assorted reality TV shows for the past two years but I've made the leap into 

scripted television. I just started working on the hit CBS sitcom, "Rules of Engagement." Also, I entered my screenplay into the biggest 

scriptwriting competition in the world and made it to the quarterfinals thus far (Semis are announced Friday). 3600 people entered and as 

of now, I'm in the top ten percent. The attention I got from the contest has peaked the interest of a VP at Warner Bros and he has asked for 

a meeting with me to discuss the script. So lots of things are happening and even more could happen in the coming weeks. I'll be sure to 

keep you informed and I hope everything at URI Theatre is as awesome as I remember!  Best of luck with the coming season and hope to 

hear from you soon! 

Nicole Dufour DiCarlo:  Ok...newsletter news...lol...Bob and I welcomed our newest addition to the family, Audrey, on June 30th.  She 

was 8 Lbs. 5 oz. & 19 inches. Our oldest son, Andrew, is now 5 and thrilled to be a big brother (as long as it does not involve any dirty 

diapers)! Life is grand in the DiCarlo household! 

Alvin Dizon: Working at LucasArts as a Production Assistant (I help make Star Wars games) working towards becoming a producer :-  

You wouldn't believe how much I learned in theatre translates so well into video game production.  I started in Quality Assurance in 2007 

and have made the move into Production last December.  On the personal side of things, Married with a beautiful wife and daughter who 

turns 7 months old this week.  I hope all is well in your life and that the department is thriving.   

Jason Colonies:  I just finished my graduate degree in Adult Education.  I also continue to play music throughout Rhode Island and am 

searching for that ever elusive full time job. 

Mitchell Fain:  "Still in Chicago..loving it still...member and Assoc. Director of The Midnight Circus; recently joined the About Face 

Theater; this past year performed with The Lookingglass Theater at The Actor's Theatre of Louisville;directed a sold-out Cabaret;  

currently on tour with The Second City and will return to Chicago to do a month of circus work and then my 4th year in The Santaland  

Diaries...live in a great neighborhood on the northside of Chicago and still keep very close connections with most of my classmates from 

URI Theater...oh yeah..last year I got shot and killed on an episode of The Beast." 



 

 

Sarah Autumn Feeley:  (BFA Acting/BA French '02)  recently finished her MFA in Creative Writing (poetry) from City University 

of New York - Brooklyn College.  She is currently working as an assistant to the Oscar-winning actress Rachel Weisz.  In New York 

since 2006, she also consults in the field of public relations and communications.  This work has taken her to the Cannes, Dubai, 

Toronto and Rome film festivals, as well as fashion week events in Milan and New York.  Clients include amfAR (The Foundation for 

AIDS Research), Southampton Publick House, and Salvatore BKLN.  

Kate Ferdinandi:  I spent most of the last year working at the Gamm.  I was a PA/ASM on Shakespeare in Rep, for which I received 

my Equity membership.  After that, I stage managed Glass Menagerie, and am going back to stage manage Glengarry Glen Ross this 

coming fall.  I have spent the greater part of the summer working on Menopause the Musical at Trinity, which just closed.  I have been 

offered a touring position with that show, which will begin early in 2011. Overall, I'm keeping pretty busy and loving it!!  

Heidi Hewitt:  Life is good and I am still in Chicago.  I am the Associate Director, Planning and Production, at the Chicago Humanities 

Festival (http://www.facebook.com/l/a6b31CEHRaupz9xej8zDeKrMSrw;www.chicagohumanities.org) where I have been working since 

2003 (I can't believe it).  Last acting endeavor was March 2009 when I played Jesse in 'Night Mother at the Library Theater at Feltre and 

then the Narrator in Joseph in August 2009 with Up and Coming Theater Co.  Both were amazing experiences.  I need to audition some 

more soon but have taken sometime for myself due to some personal stuff.  But, life is good and Chicago is treating me well.  Excited for 

Lollapalooza in a couple weekends.  I think of you all often.  

Adam Jenetta:  I'm a condo owner living in Smithfield and working as a Network Engineer for Atrion Networking in Warwick.  I  

haven't done any technical theatre since I graduated, and I miss it so much.  I'm still probably one of few people to count light cues,  

admire gel choices and listen for mic feedback during any show I go to.  I hope things are going well for everyone and the electrics  

department is in good hands.  JJ10@cox.net 

Meg Kane: ('10) I don't know if this is too late, but here is what I'm up to. Starting in mid August, I am the Wig Intern at Actor's  

Theatre of Louisville for the 2010-2011 season.  I'm extremely excited about working there and networking!  I promise to keep in touch! 

Alison Kantrowich:  Here's what I've been up to:  I am living in Hollywood, loving the weather, and I am working for a baby boutique 

website with a store in West Hollywood.  I am also designing an all organic baby line for them exclusively. I have a shop called RIOUX-

LETTE to sell my hand-knit and sewn goods too!  I just finished designing costumes for my first Independent Feature Film called, "2 28: 

The Diary of a Positive Person" about a man who finds out he has HIV.  Shooting has completed and we are submitting to festivals 

around the world in September.  I just got engaged on 7/17 to a lovely Cinematographer named Scott who I've been with for 3 years!  We 

live with our 2 cats, Gus and Franklin.  Life is good! 

Deborah Kaplan Kira:  As it turns out I am in the midst of major changes and things could be very different in the next month or so.  I 

have a daughter Rebecca who was born in 2005, and a son Isaac who was born in 2007. I will be finishing up a Masters in Jewish Stud-

ies this fall and hopefully putting it to use even before the degree is official.  As my thesis, I am writing a script using a Jewish folk tale 

as the basis.  So theatre still plays a strong role in my life. Thank you for giving me a chance to send this out, I often think of my days at 

URI and wonder. Perhaps if I find myself once again in New England I will stop in for a chat.  

Jess Kody: Things on Nantucket are awesome- I've left the theatre world for the time being (sort of) and am now running the Nantucket 

Candy Company.  It's a very sweet gig! Tiffany has asked me to help out with the musical she's directing, "Honk, Jr," so I'll be helping 

with sound design and a slide show that's to play in the background of the musical.  It should be pretty interesting!  Miss you all. 

Anthony Luciano:  I'm out in San Diego getting my MFA in Directing from UCSD and about to enter my second year.  I'm studying 

with Gabor Tompa and just finished Assisting Chris Ashley at the La Jolla Playhouse (he's the Artistic Director and directed the  

Broadway production of "Memphis").  I'm still a faculty member and resident artist at the New York Stage and Film/Vassar College 

Powerhouse Theatre Training Program where I teach Directing, First Folio Technique and direct Shakespeare Plays; will hopefully 

continue reading plays for the O'Neill this fall; and I'm directing Hedda Gabler in the Winter.  Since sending you any info I've become 

an Associate Artist at the Richmond Shakespeare Festival; rebuilt the directing track at Stage and Film (along with my Colleague Tomi 

Tsunonda); Assisted Ethan McSweeny on the World and NY Premieres of "1001"; and finally spent some time at the Shakespeare 

Theatre in DC.  I still haven't fallen in love, but I'm a great cook and only more handsome--if less cute--so if you know anyone whose 

supercute and  looking for a hard time, please you have my email address. Wait, that was meant to be funny. OK that was exhausting. 

Caroline Paino Leipf:  ('99) and Phil  Leipf ('93) are living in Marlton, NJ, after buying their first house this year.  Caroline is the  

Education Outreach Coordinator for Walnut Street Theatre in Philadelphia, where she coordinates a Touring Outreach Company that 

reaches just about 80,000 K-12 students every year.  She also teaches musical theatre and dance for the School at Walnut Street Theatre 

and is a Movement Adjudicator for Cavalcade of Bands Indoor Color Guard.  Phil is currently serving as Artistic Director and mounting 

the first annual New Jersey Renaissance Faire (http://www.facebook.com/l/151ddIFFgjQgTQYk5ZVrk5nAnyg;www.njrenfaire.com), 

which will take place in September 2010.  He is also eagerly anticipating a turn in the educational economy, so he can return to teaching 

theatre.  And, of course, Phil is still choreographing fights whenever he gets the chance, recently including a pair of R&J’s with a  

Scottish play in the near future." 



 

 

Nick Mendillo: I live in New York where I'm heavily involved with Upright Citizens Brigade Theatre. I take Advanced Improv/Harold and 

Sketch classes and I perform with various groups across the city. I'm working on starting a cooking/talk show web series and I've been  

actively auditioning for commercials and UCB house teams.  Other than that, I don't do much. I'm just writing a lot and putting together 

characters and sketches waiting for the day Lorne Michaels calls me.  I hope all is well with everyone and everything!  

Addie Lepore:  So let's see: I have lived in Manhattan since 2004. I work in fashion now for a juniors clothing line called Fire, I write a 

blog http://www.facebook.com;dontmocktheclothes.wordpress.com/(and a smaller one on facebook called Fashion Show at Lunch) and do 

freelance styling.  I try to visit RI a few times a year and am in close contact with many of the theatre gang.  We had a great mini reunion 

back in February and I would love to hear from/see everybody again soon!! Xoxo" 

Alyssa Opishinski: ('10)  Spent most of June working as Marilyn Salvatore’s wardrobe assistant on a film project.  The rest of my  

summer was devoted to finishing my French degree and working as a camp counselor.  In the fall/winter/spring I'll be costume designer on 

three productions (Schoolhouse Rock Live!, Annie and 13) for the Hartford Children's Theatre."  

Elise Petrarca:  I'm still at URI, getting a dual Master's (Masters'?) in History and Library Science. I spent my summer directing high 

schoolers in a traveling children's theatre in Providence. We traveled around the state, our aim is to perform for kids who don't have the 

opportunity to see theatre very often or who don't have a lot of exposure to the arts in general. This autumn I'm still working as a tour 

guide for the Providence Ghost Tour. I'm also VERY annoyed that you lovely people decided to finally do Rocky Horror two years after 

I've graduated. I would have made a fantastic Eddie, you know I would. I hope your life is fantastic, 

Michael Pignatelli:  So, I just completed my first of three years at California Institute of the Arts (CalArts) in pursuit of my MFA in Act-

ing. I took a full load of classes that started at 9AM and went till 11PM Monday through Friday. Some of my classes included Move-

ment, Acting Studio, Directing Lab, Voice (Linklater), Speech (IPA), Tai Chi, African Dance, Puppetry, Graduate Performance and Play 

Analysis and more. In the second and third years our schedules open up a lot allowing us to take classes in other fields of study such as 

Film, Dance, Music etc. I look forward to taking classes in Stop-Motion, Voice, and Film .In addition to that I found some time to put up 

a show that my classmates and I were working on scenes from in Studio. I played Llyod in Maria Irene Fornes' "Mud". the two  

classmates and I co-self directed it with the help of our acting teacher.  At the end of the school year we have a 2 week festival called the 

New Works in which students submit plays they have written in hopes to workshop and refine. I was cast in a piece called "Brown Fever" 

in which I played a Caucasian (obviously) who lives with an African American and contracts a disease called Brown Fever in which his 

skin changes from white to brown. The play deals with racism and other topics such as rape in 21st century America.  Around the same 

time we had auditions for two of the first few plays in the 2010-2011 season, Measure for Measure and an adaptation of Chekhov's The 

Cherry Orchard called "Cherry Jam". "Cherry Jam" is being adapted/written/choreographed by Theatre Movement Bizarre, a local and up 

and coming theatre group based out of LA. I was lucky enough to get cast in "Cherry Jam" playing Yasha.  At the close of the semester I 

was approached by a director and producer asking me to fill a role in another new work called Floozy. The piece would be heading to the 

Fringe Festival in Edinburgh Scotland. I leave August 1st and return on the 24th.  I have been extremely blessed and lucky with my first 

year. They have knocked me down and stripped me, or at least made me aware, of most of my problem areas as a performer. In the  

second year I hope to apply this knowledge to my craft.  Hi and all the best to everyone back at URI. I miss you all so much and I count 

my blessing everyday for the wonderful memories. 

 

Joel Messier: Sam mentioned that you were interested in hearing what I've been up to. What’s funny is that I actually started writing 

something and changed my mind since I’m not really an Alum. Either way, I'm sill employed as a Server and Trainer at Legal Seafood’s 

on Longwharf in Boston, MA. Currently preparing to apply to a Masters program to become a Child Life Specialist. I also just turned 24 

this past weekend and got my PADI Divers certification.  In August I will be taking an advanced wine class with a renowned master of 

wine, which I am TOTALLY EXCITED about.  Sam and I are also still together and thoroughly enjoying life. I hope you are as well!! 

Max Ponticelli: ('09) Hello everyone! I just finished my first year as Operations Manager at 2nd Story Theatre in Warren, RI. Living in 

Providence for this summer with my girlfriend, Amy.  It's a blast! Moving back to Braintree, MA come September.  It's very odd to think 

that I only graduated a year ago...Hope everyone is well!  And Michael, as I work so much in Warren, I might have to head over and get 

some lessons. I loved stage combat and was always interested in doing more.  

Ben Rose (Grandpa) ('10)  have been working a lot at my various 4 jobs around RI. I have also been relaxing a lot and enjoying family 

and friends. I will be returning to URI Theatre this fall teaching 2 sections of THE 100, and I’m excited to work with the other THE 100 

teachers for my 4th consecutive  semester. I will be applying to the AmeriCorps branch of Teach for America next month, and hopefully 

will be a highly qualified teacher of elementary schoolers within the next 2 years!  I am thankful to URI Theatre for the guidance and  

support over the past 4 years, and wishes everyone the best! 

Dante Sciarra:  I've been working on a research project @ URI for the INBRE/SURF program; staged/choreographed "Baz & Me" for the 

Brown Summer theatre program; I am teaching/choreographing for several New England dance camps and am playing Charlie in 2nd 

Story's "The Foreigner." 



 

 

Jamie Tobin:  I've been the Theatre Director for Camp Wicosuta in Hebron, New Hampshire all summer.  In the fall I am returning 

back to New York to work in the city and throughout Long Island.  I hope you're having a great summer, I know I am!  

Dan Sullivan:  I've been playing Tommy DeVito in the Toronto production of JERSEY BOYS for the past year-and-a-half.  But I 

really live in New York and will be back there soon.  

Linda Murphy Sutherland (BFA, Directingð('96)  continues to create new educational course work and outreach initiatives as 

Associate Director of Academic Programs at Emerson College’s Department of Professional Studies.  She is part-time faculty in 

Boston University’s Arts Administration graduate program and past Co-Chair for KCACTF Region 1.  Linda is a teaching artist, a 

member of Trinity Repertory Company’s Team Talkback and will lead the new workshop series Beyond the Stage at TRC for the 

2010-11 season.  Best of all, Linda is the grandmother of Connor (age 2) and Abigael (age 1). 

Michael Sweet: I have been currently working as the Manager of the Rhode Island Fencing Academy and Club based out of Warren 

(Yes that is stage combat in real life). Besides that nothing major going on here.     

Micah Tougas: ('10)  Basically, I've moved up to Boston and have been auditioning for many different shows here, making  

connections and meeting people in the city. It's been very busy, working full time and auditioning at night, but I'm really loving it. So far, 

it looks like I'm in Boston for this year, looking to move to New York in the fall." 

Katie Travers ('10):  I moved back home after graduation and have had an amazing summer thus far and have already gotten two jobs. 

I'll be working a short two week gig at Watertown Children's Theater as a Teaching Assistant Intern and will be putting my well 

learned URI stage management techniques to good use! I also got a job at Traveling Theater in Providence. I will be a teaching artist 

and will be traveling to middle and high schools throughout RI, educating and enriching students with theater. On top of it all, I'm still 

auditioning and taking as many classes as possible 

Talia Babs Triangolo:  Ha! Vacation, I wish!  I've been working professionally doing summerstock since June.  I'm in the middle of a 

run of GYPSY at New Bedford Festival Theatre in Massachusetts. Next up is The Fully Monty at Theatre by the Sea which runs for all of 

August! Working very hard, but enjoying every minute!  Hope all is very well!!!  

 

Sara Sheets: ('07) Just finished up my third year of Stage Managing at the Brown/Trinity Rep MFA Program, which was a wonderful 

experience!  I am currently in the process of moving to Massachusetts (Max- is Braintree near Medford? We owe you guys a double 

date still!) and hopefully will be getting a theatre job in Boston soon!"   

Josh Willis: is 3rd year of residence as the Artistic Director of The Spot, an artistic collaborative located at 286 Thayer St, which  

includes, but is not limited to: Music (production, performance and recording), Theater, Film, Slam Poetry, Dance, Fine Art, Comedy, 

Improv, Licensed Massage Therapy, Public and Private events.  (We are always looking for Passionate and Driven teachers for new 

classes, from art to acting to dance to yoga to self defense to comedy)  The Spot has now Expanded to encompass "The Spot  

Underground", a Live Performance Venue located at 15 Elbow St. @ Chestnut in the historic Jewelry District. We are currently looking 

for musicians but also talented Actors, Directors and more looking to try new and innovative entertainment ideas in a bar/gallery/

performance venue setting (think comedy and "Bar Plays") It has been an honor to be a part of such a hard working and talented group 

of people who all come from such a diverse background. Every day I learn, every day I teach and every night I listen to incredible live 

local music. It is my Honor and Pleasure.  For more information contact joshwillis@thespotonthayer.com 

facebook.com/thespotmusic  

Jennifer Zeyl:  Greetings from sunny Seattle.  LIFE: Got married last Christmas.  FUN: I started a Gallery and Private Social Club for 

artists 2 years ago and we just got a new space! http://www.facebook.com/l/489abtckogn8A0eyAhyejhQyPxQ;canoesocialclub.com/ 

THEATRE:  Currently, I'm designing at Seattle Repertory Theatre, Seattle Shakespeare Company and Seattle Childrens Theatre. 

http://www.facebook.com/l/489abdDy9SGFmGXLx8EL00r-eoA;jenniferzeyl.com/scenic.php FILM:  I'm also art directing/producing 

my first full length feature film this summer. It's a sequel to this movie: http://www.facebook.com/ /489abSnfBRA0R5O2iMM 

Bynvu1ow;burlesqueseattle.com/2010/07/16/waxie-moon-a-screening-for-acause/     Drop a line when in Seattle, any of you!!! 

Lauren Ustaszewski:  Having spent some time back in New Jersey, and in New York, I have wound up back in New England.  For the 

last two summers I worked administratively at the re-opened Theatre-By-the-Sea, where I had the most amazing period of growth as a 

theatre artist. I have done some acting here and there, mostly recently performing in Dadydream Theatre Company's "Out To Rocky 

Point", which was a heavenly blast.  I am currently serving as the Executive Assistant at Trinity Rep and continue to work on various 

theatrical projects in the area. 



 

 

Heather G. White ('05):  is living in the Philadelphia suburbs where she is halfway through her elementary teacher certification and 

Master's in Education degree at Rosemont College.  She's finding lots of handy uses for her BFA from URI, as well as her MA in 

Theatre from Villanova.  In the past year, Heather designed costumes for Eastern University's productions of "Waiting for Godot" and 

children's theatre show, "It's About Time!", as well as the world premier of "My Soldiers" (by Richard Kalinoski). She assisted 

building costumes at Villanova University for their productions of "As You Like It" and "Annie Get Your Gun", and designed  

costumes for a student-directed production of "Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead". She also directed "Disco Inferno" (the story 

of Faust set to 1970's disco music... of course!) at Lansdale Catholic High School. This summer she'll be choreographing and teaching 

dance at Springside School's Performing Arts Camp.  Heather also works at Eastern University as the Assistant Blackboard 

Administrator. She recently became engaged to URI Alum Jason Barry ('05) and they are planning a 2011 marriage. At the end of the 

summer, Jason will be relocating for work to Charlotte, NC and Heather will join him after completing her program at  

Rosemont in the spring.  

STUDENT NEWS 

Most of my summer has been spent working at the Courthouse Center for the Arts in South County, RI, where I have been working on 

some great shows, both onstage and offstage.  I was Stage Manager for "The Great American Trailer Park Musical" in June, then dove 

headfirst into the role of Jacob in "La Cage Aux Folles" in July, and am finishing the summer with ensemble roles in "The Buddy 

Holly Story" (also featuring URI alums Rachel Nadeau and Tina Bowes!). I will also be performing in the Courthouse's "Young  

Theatre Voices of Rhode Island" musical revue for one weekend in July.  Having a very busy summer, but loving every minute of it, 

and can't wait to get back to school in September! 

~Travis Greene 

I'm spending my time working like usual. I am involved in a Shakespeare production at the moment with Mixed Magic Theatre in  

Pawtucket. The show is A Midsummer Night's Dream, and we open in August. Also, I've joined a local gospel singing group in hopes of 

getting some extra preparation for the upcoming musical. Lets hope it pays off. Of course still working at RIH. Other than that I'm just 

reading as many plays as possible to find material for the KCACTF and grad school auditions for this upcoming year. Look forward to 

seeing you in September. Have a good summer.   Albert Coelho 

Touring Theater 413 ñActing Outò presents - 

  
óSTICKS AND STONESô 

BY DON KUKLA 
 

 A Drug Awareness play for children in grades 2-5 which presents serious messages against substance abuse and 

violence in a fun, yet informative way.  A T.V. remote control and a few talented actors combine to produce this 

lively and cunningly educational play! It treats substance abuse quite seriously, but it makes sure a young audi-

ence has plenty of fun along the way. The ensemble plays several roles each, doing skits full of music, movement, 

wise cracks and questions about abusing cigarettes, drinking, drugs, and guns. There's mime, physical comedy, 

and a remote control that can make actors go fast forward, slow-motion, or speak in rewind! Toured by the Mis-

soula Children's Theatre with great success. The small ensemble cast comprised of males and females switches off  

playing multiple roles. 

  

"It was great! I think the staff was chuckling as much as the students. It is wonderful to sponsor a program that's 

so popular with everyone." - Vicki 

Gorder, Spokane Public Schools Drug Alcohol Program 

  

I will also be in need of a stage manager, props person, and sound person who 

will also receive 3 credits toward theater 413. 

  

Scripts will be available in the theater office to sign out in preparation for 

the audition. The audition will consist of cold readings from the script. 

  

Please contact me by e-mail with any questions: 

Jimmy_calitri@yahoo.com 



 

 

SPINNING INTO BUTTER by Rebecca Gilman 

 
Rebecca Gilman’s provocative and prize-winning play Spinning Into Butter takes place on a quiet 

college campus in Vermont. Racist letters found on the door of an African-American student  

precipitate a turbulent situation that Sarah Daniels, the liberal Dean of Students must investigate. 

Gilman’s play provides insights into contemporary issues of racism and political correctness in a  

challenging, sometimes comic, and often disturbing way.  Awarded the Roger L. Stevens Award from 

the Kennedy Center Fund for New American Plays, URI Theatre specifically chose to produce  
Spinning Into Butter to coincide with the Fall 2010 URI Honors Colloquium on Racism. 

 

Robert E. Will Theatre 
October 14-16 and 21-23, 2010 at 7:30 pm 

October 17 and 24, 2010 at 3:00 pm 

$16 General, $12 Seniors, URI Faculty/Staff, $10 Students 

THE ROCKY HORROR SHOW Book, Music and Lyrics by Richard O’Brien 

 
Fasten your garter belts, come up to the lab and see what's on the slab! The Rocky Horror Show is time-warping into  

Kingston for a two week limited-engagement run. URI Theatre will produce this hilarious, sinfully twisted salute to  

sci-fi, gothic, gender-bending and glam rock, all rolled into one madcap musical milestone.  
 

The phenomenon of “Rocky Horror” has left generations wondering what the meaning of this crazy show is.  No matter the 

opinion, what the show has always managed to create is a vehicle for self-exploration and acceptance.  So leave your critical 
faculties at the door, come in costumes, bring your props and surrender to the foolish fun of a “late-night double-feature 

picture show”. 

 
J Studio 

December 2 and 9, 2010 at 7:30 pm 

December 3, 4, 10, and 11 at 7:30 pm & 10:30 pm 
December 5 and 12, at 3:00 pm 

$18 General, $14 Seniors, URI Faculty/Staff, $12 Students 

THE TAMING OF THE SHREW by William Shakespeare 
 

Shakespeare's The Taming Of The Shrew tells the story of Kate & Bianca, two unmarried daughters of a wealthy 

Italian merchant.  Although they are equally beautiful, they have strikingly different temperaments: Bianca is gentle 
and loveable, while Kate has a sharp tongue and a quick wit.  Bianca has many suitors, but cannot marry until her 

older sister Kate does. No one has been brave enough to challenge the strong-willed Kate, until a handsome stranger 

named Petruchio comes to town. Hold onto your hats as the sparks fly in this high energy, bawdy tale performed in 
the style of the commedia dell’arte. 

 

Robert E. Will Theatre 
March 3-5, and March 10-12, 2011 at 7:30 pm 

March 6 and 13, 2011 at 3:00 pm 

$16 General, $12 Seniors, URI Faculty/Staff, $10 Students 

A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE by Arthur Miller 

 

The Pulitzer-Prize winning playwright, Arthur Miller, heard a simple story that captured his imagination and continues to 
capture ours.  Set in the Red Hook section of Brooklyn, New York, neighboring the Brooklyn Bridge, longshoreman Eddie 

Carbone and his wife, Beatrice, live with their adopted, orphaned niece Catherine, a beautiful young girl.  The arrival of two 

of Beatrice’s relatives, illegal immigrants from war-torn Italy, who like many others come to the U.S. to work and support 
their European families, precipitates a difficult situation.  With the power of Greek tragedy Miller creates Eddie as a re-

spected, hard-working family man whose deeply buried feelings would create horror in his own heart as well as in others.  

Miller’s other great plays include All My Sons (1947), Death of a Salesman (1949), and The Crucible (1953). 
 

Robert E. Will Theatre 

April 21-23, and 28-30, 2011 at 7:30 pm 
April 24 and May 1, 2011 at 3:00 pm 

$16 General, $12 Seniors, URI Faculty/Staff, $10 Students 

 
Tickets may be purchased at the BOX OFFICE: 401-874-5843 

or ONLINE AT: www.uri.edu/theatre 

INFORMATION: 401-874-5921 
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