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URI:
WHERE BIG IDEAS DRIVE 
STATEWIDE IMPACT
ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND

The University of Rhode Island (URI) is the state’s flagship public research university and Rhode Island’s 
land and sea-grant institution, serving as a cornerstone of the state’s education, research, workforce 
development, and public service systems. Guided by this mission, URI integrates teaching, research, and 
outreach to address Rhode Island’s most pressing economic, environmental, and health challenges.

As a leading public university in New England, URI holds R1 research university status, placing it among 
the nation’s top institutions for research activity, and was ranked the #1 public university in New England 
by The Wall Street Journal. The university has nationally recognized strengths in oceanography and 
marine sciences, engineering, environmental and life sciences, cybersecurity, advanced materials, health 
sciences, and data driven innovation. URI is also home to multiple federally supported research centers 
and institutes that attract external funding and advance applied research.

Through strong partnerships with industry, government, healthcare organizations, and nonprofits, URI 
plays a central role in developing Rhode Island’s workforce. Its graduates supply high-demand talent to 
employers statewide, while its research enterprise supports technology transfer, startup formation, and 
the growth of Rhode Island-based firms. URI’s applied research and outreach activities strengthen key 
economic sectors, including advanced manufacturing, marine and coastal industries, defense, healthcare, 
and environmental resilience.

URI maintains a statewide presence through its Kingston campus, the 2,300 acre W. Alton Jones Campus 
in West Greenwich1, the Narragansett Bay Campus, a nursing education center in Providence, and its 
participation in the iHub initiative located in Providence’s Innovation and Design District. Cooperative 
Extension programs further extend the university’s reach by delivering science-based services across 
Rhode Island. This distributed model allows URI to support municipalities, small businesses, agriculture 
and fisheries, coastal communities, and public institutions while translating research into tangible benefits 
for the state’s economy and overall quality of life.

Collectively, these activities position URI as a critical engine of Rhode Island’s economy. Through 
employment, student and visitor spending, research operations, workforce development, and industry 
engagement, the university generates substantial economic impact across the state. This report analyzes 
URI’s economic footprint in detail, quantifying its contributions to employment, economic output, and tax 
revenues, and assessing how its education, research, and outreach activities support Rhode Island’s 
communities and long-term economic vitality.

1 The W. Alton Jones Campus was officially closed to the public from 2020 to 2026, generating no additional indirect economic 
impact except for that associated with the ongoing research activities there, which are captured under the research activities of the 
University more broadly in this report.
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URI anchors Rhode Island’s 
public research infrastructure, 

attracting external funding, 
top faculty talent, and graduate 

students to the state.
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FY25

ECONOMIC IMPACT
HIGHLIGHTS

ECONOMIC IMPACT OF URI
ON RHODE ISLAND

$539.9 million direct impact + $1.46 billion indirect/induced impact

$2.0 BILLION generated statewide in economic
impact on Rhode Island

$359.1 million direct impact + $604.3 million indirect/induced impact

$963.4 MILLION generated in economic
impact to the county

2,257 direct jobs5 + 6,265 indirect/induced jobs

8,522 TOTAL JOBS supported and sustained
in Washington County

$64.7 MILLION in tax impact was generated
for Washington County

EMPLOYMENT IMPACT OF URI
ON RHODE ISLAND
 
5,311 direct jobs3 + 12,488 indirect/induced and student jobs

17,799 TOTAL JOBS supported and
sustained statewide

TAX IMPACT OF URI
ON RHODE ISLAND
 

IMPACT OF URI
ON WASHINGTON COUNTY

$135.2 MILLION in total taxes generated for the
State of Rhode Island 

$1 STATE INVESTMENT = $17.39 RETURNED TO THE RHODE ISLAND ECONOMY2

1 IN EVERY 33 RHODE ISLAND JOBS IS SUPPORTED BY URI4

$1 STATE INVESTMENT = $1.17 IN STATEWIDE TAXES RETURNED
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ECONOMIC IMPACT
HIGHLIGHTS

ECONOMIC IMPACT OF URI
ON RHODE ISLAND

$539.9 million direct impact + $1.46 billion indirect/induced impact

$2.0 BILLION generated statewide in economic
impact on Rhode Island

$359.1 million direct impact + $604.3 million indirect/induced impact

$963.4 MILLION generated in economic
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in Washington County

$64.7 MILLION in tax impact was generated
for Washington County

EMPLOYMENT IMPACT OF URI
ON RHODE ISLAND
 
5,311 direct jobs3 + 12,488 indirect/induced and student jobs

17,799 TOTAL JOBS supported and
sustained statewide

TAX IMPACT OF URI
ON RHODE ISLAND
 

IMPACT OF URI
ON WASHINGTON COUNTY

$135.2 MILLION in total taxes generated for the
State of Rhode Island 

$1 STATE INVESTMENT = $17.39 RETURNED TO THE RHODE ISLAND ECONOMY2

1 IN EVERY 33 RHODE ISLAND JOBS IS SUPPORTED BY URI4

$1 STATE INVESTMENT = $1.17 IN STATEWIDE TAXES RETURNED

2 In FY25, URI collected approximately $115 million from the State 
of Rhode Island.

3 Includes 1,585 student employees.

4 According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 591,000 persons were 
employed in Rhode Island in November 2025.

5 Includes 359 student employees.
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URI RESEARCH

FOCUS AREAS BREAKOUTS

$205.9 million direct impact + $314.5 million indirect/induced impact

$520.4 MILLION generated statewide
in economic impact 

3,015 direct jobs6 + 3,335 indirect/induced and student jobs

Note: Research accounts for more than one-quarter of URI’s total economic
impact on Rhode Island, driven primarily by “fresh dollars” from externally
sponsored research funding flowing into the state.

6,350 TOTAL JOBS supported and
sustained statewide

$33.9 MILLION in tax impact
was generated

URI HEALTH PROGRAMS

$69.8 million direct impact + $167.5 million indirect/induced impact

$237.3 MILLION generated statewide
in economic impact

456 direct jobs7 + 1,664 indirect/induced jobs

Note: Total Impact is driven by in-state spending of 4,336 URI Health
Programs students.

2,120 TOTAL JOBS supported and
sustained statewide

$14.2 MILLION in tax impact
was generated

URI OCEAN PROGRAMS

$43.1 million direct impact + $82.3 million indirect/induced impact

$125.4 MILLION generated statewide
in economic impact

304 direct jobs8 + 748 indirect/induced jobs

Note: Total impact is driven by federal and private industry research support.

1,052 TOTAL JOBS supported and
sustained statewide

$7.7 MILLION in tax impact
was generated

ALUMNI IMPACT
In FY25, URI’s 47,430 working alumni9 in Rhode Island totaled 
$3.56 billion in collective earnings.10 

These benefits are in addition to the $2.0 billion annual 
economic impact generated by URI statewide in FY25.NOTE:

CHARITABLE GIVING
AND VOLUNTEERISM
URI faculty, staff, and learners contributed $9.2 million in charitable giving and 
volunteerism, including $2.5 million in charitable donations and $6.7 million in 
volunteer service value.

URI ATHLETICS

$19.0 million direct impact + $121.5 million indirect/induced impact 

$140.5 MILLION generated statewide
in economic impact 

686 direct jobs + 854 indirect/induced jobs

Note: Total impact is driven by in-state spending by more than 500,000 visitors.

1,540 TOTAL JOBS supported and
sustained statewide

$11.0 MILLION in tax impact
was generated

These benefits are in addition to the $2.0 billion annual 
economic impact generated by URI statewide in FY25.NOTE:

6 Includes 1,425 graduate students. 
7 Includes 136 graduate students.
8 Includes 122 graduate students.

8 BIG IDEAS, BIG IMPACT



URI RESEARCH

FOCUS AREAS BREAKOUTS

$205.9 million direct impact + $314.5 million indirect/induced impact

$520.4 MILLION generated statewide
in economic impact 

3,015 direct jobs6 + 3,335 indirect/induced and student jobs

Note: Research accounts for more than one-quarter of URI’s total economic
impact on Rhode Island, driven primarily by “fresh dollars” from externally
sponsored research funding flowing into the state.

6,350 TOTAL JOBS supported and
sustained statewide

$33.9 MILLION in tax impact
was generated

URI HEALTH PROGRAMS

$69.8 million direct impact + $167.5 million indirect/induced impact

$237.3 MILLION generated statewide
in economic impact

456 direct jobs7 + 1,664 indirect/induced jobs

Note: Total Impact is driven by in-state spending of 4,336 URI Health
Programs students.

2,120 TOTAL JOBS supported and
sustained statewide

$14.2 MILLION in tax impact
was generated

URI OCEAN PROGRAMS

$43.1 million direct impact + $82.3 million indirect/induced impact

$125.4 MILLION generated statewide
in economic impact

304 direct jobs8 + 748 indirect/induced jobs

Note: Total impact is driven by federal and private industry research support.

1,052 TOTAL JOBS supported and
sustained statewide

$7.7 MILLION in tax impact
was generated

ALUMNI IMPACT
In FY25, URI’s 47,430 working alumni9 in Rhode Island totaled 
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URI ATHLETICS

$19.0 million direct impact + $121.5 million indirect/induced impact 
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686 direct jobs + 854 indirect/induced jobs
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9 More than 61,000 alumni reside in Rhode Island. To remain conservative, Tripp Umbach estimates that approximately 75–80% of these alumni are 
currently employed.
10 The calculation is based on an average salary of $75,000 for a person with a bachelor’s degree or higher. 
(https://universityhq.org/best-colleges/rhode-island/?utm). 
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STUDY OVERVIEW
URI engaged Tripp Umbach11 to conduct a comprehensive economic and community impact analysis 
for Fiscal Year 2025 (FY25).12 This study assesses URI’s total economic footprint in that year, including 
its direct, indirect, and induced impacts from operations, capital, and research; student and employee 
spending; and attracting visitors to the state. The study includes the total combined operations of URI, the 
URI Foundation, the Bradford R. Boss Arena, and the Thomas M. Ryan Center. The study demonstrates 
URI’s capacity as a statewide engine for creating high-paying jobs, generating tax revenues, and nurturing 
business development in Rhode Island.13

Tripp Umbach’s analysis is rooted in a proven IMPLAN input-output modeling methodology that captures 
how spending by URI, its employees, students, and visitors to campus multiplies through the Rhode Island 
economy, influencing supplier purchasing, household spending, and local business investment.

This study goes beyond quantifying traditional economic metrics to also examine the broader community 
benefits of URI’s land and sea-grant mission, fostering workforce readiness, advancing scientific discoveries, 
and extending educational and technical expertise to every corner of Rhode Island. This study reflects 
URI’s statewide geographic footprint and strategic priorities as a statewide institution, while also providing 
focused findings for Washington County, where most of URI’s programs are housed.

11 Tripp Umbach has partnered with more than 1,000 organizations and has completed economic impact studies in the past three and 
a half decades for over 500 colleges and universities throughout the United States. 
12 For purposes of this report, Fiscal Year 2025 covers the period from July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025.
13 It is important to note that findings included in this report are limited to URI’s impacts on the State of Rhode Island.  URI’s impact on 
the United States is even greater, with a national impact in FY25 of $3.6 billion, supporting 23,420 total jobs, and generating $177.8 
million in total tax revenue.
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ECONOMIC IMPACT FINDINGS ARE PRESENTED IN THE 
FOLLOWING GEOGRAPHIES:

State of Rhode Island: The aggregate statewide impact combining all operational, research, alumni, and 
outreach effects that underscore URI’s contribution to Rhode Island’s prosperity and competitiveness.

Washington County (referred to as South County in this report): The direct impacts of URI’s main 
campus in Kingston and its Narragansett Bay Campus support employment and generate payroll, student 
spending, and local business activity.

This study also highlights the impacts of five key URI focus areas: research, health programs, ocean 
programs, athletics, and alumni.

Total economic impact, employment, and tax revenue numbers presented in this report include direct, 
indirect, and induced values generated by URI in the Rhode Island and Washington County economies. 
Please see Appendix A for a detailed methodology.
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URI:
AN ECONOMIC ENGINE 
FOR THE OCEAN STATE
URI is deeply connected to Rhode Island’s economic prosperity, serving as a catalyst for workforce development, 
innovation, and industry advancement across the state. As Rhode Island’s flagship public research university 
and land and sea-grant institution, URI integrates education, applied research, and community engagement to 
support the state’s long-term economic competitiveness.

Rhode Island’s economy is anchored by several place-based industry clusters, including defense and undersea 
systems, advanced manufacturing, life sciences and healthcare, financial services, and tourism. URI strengthens 
these sectors statewide by supplying skilled talent, supporting applied research, and partnering with employers 
and public agencies. The Kingston campus serves as the foundation of the state’s talent pipeline and a key 
entry point for industry engagement, providing access to research expertise, technical assistance, and a highly 
educated workforce.

URI’s Narragansett Bay Campus is home to nationally and internationally recognized ocean and undersea 
research programs, including the Graduate School of Oceanography, the Ocean Engineering Department, and 
programs within the College of the Environment and Life Sciences. This research platform aligns closely with 
federal priorities and the regional defense innovation ecosystem associated with the Naval Undersea Warfare 
Center, as well as submarine related industry clusters anchored by General Dynamics Electric Boat in nearby 
Quonset. Together, these partnerships support workforce development, applied engineering, and technology 
commercialization that sustain high wage employment and supplier activity across Rhode Island.

In Providence, URI’s presence supports healthcare workforce development and innovation. The Nursing 
Education Center at South Street Landing expands clinical education and simulation capacity in the state’s 
capital, strengthening Rhode Island’s healthcare workforce pipeline. URI also participates in the state’s 
Innovation Campus initiative through the iHub project in Providence’s Innovation & Design District, in partnership 
with Brown University and industry partners. Focused on translating research into new ventures, this presence 
supports startup formation and reinforces Providence’s role as a center for innovation and life sciences growth. 
In addition, URI’s College of Health Sciences operates research and outreach programs in the Shepard Building 
in downtown Providence, including a Child Development Center.
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Junior colleges, colleges, universities, and professional schools $816,032,386

Other real estate $258,846,975

Hotels and motels, including casino hotels $118,982,588

Full-service restaurants $114,865,238

Owner-occupied dwellings $97,276,060

Monetary authorities and depository credit intermediation $60,790,784

Limited-service restaurants $57,582,019

Hospitals $55,760,905

Construction of new educational and vocational structures $54,262,664

Cable and other subscription programming $51,937,550

TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT OF URI ON RHODE ISLAND IN FY25

In FY25, URI generated $2.0 billion in total economic impact throughout the state. The return on investment 
of public funding for statewide economic development is outstanding. For every $1 the state invests in 
URI, the university generates $17.39 in economic impact for the state.14 This places URI in the top tier 
of all public universities in terms of the dollars returned to its state. 

Its statewide impact includes $539.9 million in direct spending, including operational expenditures, 
salaries, capital investments, and research. The remaining $1.46 billion accounts for indirect and induced 
spending, including significant expenditures by students and visitors, illustrating the broader ripple effects 
of the university’s presence as employees, students, and businesses throughout Rhode Island reinvest 
in the state’s economy. URI’s contributions extend beyond its own spending, driving growth in virtually 
every industry sector, including higher education, healthcare, technology, construction, hospitality, and 
professional services (see Table 1).

Table 1: Top Industries Impacted by URI in Rhode Island, FY25

14 In FY25, URI collected approximately $115 million from the State of Rhode Island. 

ECONOMIC IMPACT OF URI
ON RHODE ISLAND

$539.9 million direct impact + $1.46 billion indirect/induced impact

$2.0 BILLION generated statewide in economic
impact on Rhode Island
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URI OPERATES AS BOTH 
A RESEARCH UNIVERSITY AND A TOURISM AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSET FOR RHODE 
ISLAND BY ATTRACTING PEOPLE, SPENDING, 

AND VISIBILITY THAT STRENGTHEN THE STATE’S 
ECONOMY YEAR-ROUND WHILE REINFORCING 
URI’S ROLE AS A FLAGSHIP PUBLIC INSTITUTION. 
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ECONOMIC IMPACT OF URI STUDENTS

URI students are a significant economic driver for communities across Rhode Island, particularly in 
Washington County. In FY25, the university enrolled more than 17,000 students who lived on campus or 
in off-campus housing within the state. Student spending on housing, food, transportation, retail goods, 
and personal services flows directly to local businesses, supporting jobs and generating state and local 
tax revenue. Approximately 40% of URI students lived off-campus in FY25, creating sustained demand for 
rental housing, utilities, furnishings, and neighborhood services. On-campus students further contribute 
through off-campus dining, retail, and entertainment spending.

Student spending is significant because approximately half of URI’s enrollment consists of out-of-state 
and international students. These students bring “fresh dollars” into Rhode Island from outside the state, 
creating net new economic activity rather than recycling existing in-state spending. Economically, out-
of-state students function as long-term visitors whose year-round presence supports local landlords, 
restaurants, retailers, transportation providers, and service businesses. Notably, many students who come 
to Rhode Island to attend URI remain in the state after graduation. More than half of graduates from 
outside Rhode Island stay to live and work in the state, making URI an important driver of workforce 
development and population growth. As a result, out of state and international students often transition from 
short term economic contributors during their studies to long term members of Rhode Island’s workforce 
and communities.

Collectively, URI students generate an estimated $528.6 million in total direct, indirect, and induced 
economic impact statewide, supporting 4,298 jobs, and creating $28.7 million in state and local tax 
revenues. Therefore, student spending and out-of-state visitors to students while attending URI, including 
both in-state and out-of-state students, account for roughly one-fourth of URI’s total economic impact on 
the Rhode Island economy.15

15 It is important to note that the economic impact of URI students is not additive with other breakouts in this report, as student 
spending is included in the total impact of Research, Health Programs, Ocean Programs, and Athletics as appropriate. 
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ECONOMIC IMPACT OF URI-DRIVEN VISITOR ACTIVITY IN RHODE ISLAND

URI plays a growing role in attracting visitors to Rhode Island communities, as the total number of visitors 
to URI events increased by 28%, from 75,900 in FY23 to 97,171 in FY25. This growth underscores URI’s 
expanding function as a statewide tourism draw. It is important to remember that this number does not 
include visitors to students and faculty, athletics events, or out-of-state vendors who do business with URI. 
Tripp Umbach estimates that in FY25, URI attracted 635,566 visitors from outside of Rhode Island. 

Visitors to URI, including students’ families, prospective students, conference and event participants, 
athletics spectators, alumni, and research collaborators, generate a significant and growing economic 
impact for the state of Rhode Island. URI’s campuses in Kingston and Narragansett serve as year-round 
destinations, attracting tens of thousands of visitors whose spending supports local businesses, sustains 
jobs, and increases state and local tax revenues.

Visitor data supplied by URI shows that most visitors to URI originate outside Rhode Island. In FY25, 
approximately 80% of visitors came from outside of the state or internationally. These visitors represent 
“fresh dollars” for Rhode Island, as their spending stimulates additional local economic activity. URI-driven 
visitors spend money on lodging, food and beverage services, transportation, retail, entertainment, and 
conference-related services. Applying conservative IMPLAN analysis, visitor activity associated with URI 
generates an estimated $395.6 million in annual direct, indirect, and induced statewide spending. This 
spending supports 2,824 total jobs, and generates $38.9 million in state and local tax revenues, with 
powerful impacts in Washington County and the greater Providence-Narragansett corridor.
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EMPLOYMENT IMPACT 

URI’s operations directly and indirectly supported 17,799 total jobs across Rhode Island in FY25, making 
the university an essential generator of Rhode Island jobs, with one in every 33 jobs in the state either 
directly provided by URI or supported by its presence.16 The university directly supports 5,311 employees, 
including faculty, researchers, administrative staff, and student jobs.17 URI also supports 12,488 additional 
indirect/induced and throughout Rhode Island, across every sector, including information technology, 
professional services, construction, retail, and hospitality (see Table 2).

Table 2: Direct and Indirect Employment Driven by URI in Rhode Island, FY25

16 According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 591,000 persons were employed in Rhode Island in November 2025. 

17 URI employed 2,895 students in FY25.

Junior colleges, colleges, universities, and professional schools 11,390

Personal care services 1,253

Other real estate 1,203

Full-service restaurants 1,168

Hotels and motels, including casino hotels 774

Transit and ground passenger transportation 725

Limited-service restaurants 535

Construction of new educational and vocational structures 448

Hospitals 286

Retail - Food and beverage stores 285

Performing arts companies 266

EMPLOYMENT IMPACT OF
URI ON RHODE ISLAND

5,311 direct jobs + 12,488 indirect/induced and student jobs

17,799 TOTAL JOBS supported and
sustained statewide
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TAX IMPACT 

URI generates significant state and local tax revenue, helping fund public services, infrastructure, education, 
and community development across Rhode Island. In FY25, the university generated $135.2 million in tax 
revenue for the state.

These contributions underscore URI’s critical role in supporting essential public services and strengthening 
the long-term fiscal health of Rhode Island’s communities. In FY25, the state invested $115.5 million in 
general fund support for the university, while URI generated $135.2 million in state tax revenue, yielding a 
return of $1.17 for every $1 invested. This net-positive fiscal impact reflects URI’s value as a public asset, 
driven largely by its ability to attract external research funding and by spending by out-of-state students and 
visitors to Rhode Island.

TAX IMPACT OF
URI ON RHODE ISLAND
$135.2 MILLION in total taxes generated for

the State of Rhode Island 
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URI:
THE ECONOMIC HEART
OF SOUTH COUNTY
URI’s campuses in Washington County, commonly known as South County, form the core of the university’s statewide 
ecosystem of education, research, and innovation, generating substantial economic impact for Rhode Island. Anchored 
by the Kingston campus and the internationally recognized Narragansett Bay Campus, the region serves as a center of 
intellectual capital, workforce development, and applied research. Through its dual-campus model and land- and sea-grant 
mission, URI’s influence extends well beyond Washington County, anchoring the local economy and contributing to Rhode 
Island’s long-term economic vitality.

The Kingston campus hosts URI’s primary undergraduate and graduate programs across engineering, the sciences, 
business, education, health sciences, agriculture, social sciences, and the arts. These programs attract students from across 
the state, the region, and beyond, creating a steady pipeline of skilled talent that supports Washington County’s labor force 
and meets employer demand throughout the state. URI’s strengths in engineering, environmental sciences, and data-driven 
fields reinforce regional capacity in applied research, infrastructure resilience, and technology-enabled services, while its 
land-grant mission translates research into practical solutions for agriculture, food systems, environmental stewardship, and 
community development.

The Narragansett Bay Campus anchors Washington County’s role as a global hub for ocean and coastal science. Home 
to the Graduate School of Oceanography, the Ocean Engineering Department, and programs within the College of the 
Environment and Life Sciences, the campus supports a concentration of federally funded research advancing fisheries 
science, climate resilience, offshore wind development, maritime technology, coastal infrastructure, and national security. 
The campus is also home to federal partners including the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency, as well as the Rhode Island Nuclear Science Center, creating a unique ecosystem 
for collaboration between government, academia, and industry.

This research activity attracts competitive federal funding, supports high wage scientific and technical jobs, and sustains 
a network of private firms, contractors, and suppliers across the region. The campus also plays a critical role in workforce 
development by training scientists, engineers, technicians, and policy professionals essential to Rhode Island’s growing 
Blue Economy.

Beyond research and education, URI significantly contributes to Washington County’s cultural, civic, and economic 
life. Athletics, arts and cultural programming, academic conferences, and community events draw visitors to Kingston, 
Narragansett, and surrounding communities, generating ongoing demand for local hospitality, retail, and service businesses. 
URI’s students, faculty, and staff are deeply engaged locally through volunteerism, nonprofit partnerships, environmental 
stewardship, and collaboration with municipalities on planning and resilience initiatives, reinforcing South County’s quality 
of life and community well-being.
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ECONOMIC IMPACT 

URI’s Washington County campuses play a critical role in Rhode Island’s economy, driving growth through 
their comprehensive academic, research, and athletics programs. In FY25, URI’s operations, programs, and 
initiatives in Washington County generated $963.4 million in total economic impact, contributing significantly to 
the Washington County economy. 

This impact comprises $359.1 million in direct spending on salaries, capital investments, and day-to-day operations 
that flow directly into the Washington County economy. An additional $604.3 million is generated through indirect 
and induced activity, as the university’s purchasing, as well as spending by faculty, staff, students, and campus 
visitors, circulates through local businesses supporting jobs, retail activity, housing, and essential services.

EMPLOYMENT IMPACT 

URI’s campuses are the primary job generator in Washington County, providing direct and spin-off jobs across the 
university’s academic programs, research centers, and athletics facilities. As an anchor institution, the university 
directly employs thousands of employees and students, while generating additional employment through student 
and visitor spending, student housing, vendor contracts, and continuous capital investment. The two Washington 
County campuses fuel jobs in the growing knowledge-based economy, creating opportunities for engineers, 
software developers, laboratory technicians, educators, and skilled trades. 

In FY25, URI’s operations supported 8,522 total jobs in Washington County, encompassing 2,257 direct jobs 
within the region and 6,265 indirect/induced and student jobs created by URI’s spending and attraction of visitors 
across virtually every sector of the regional economy. 

TAX IMPACT

The economic activity generated by URI’s Washington County campuses produces significant tax revenue for 
state and local governments. In FY25, these campuses generated $64.7 million in local tax revenue, supporting 
essential public services such as education, transportation, and public safety throughout South County. 

$359.1 million direct impact + $604.3 million indirect/induced impact

$963.4 MILLION generated in economic
impact to the county

2,257 direct jobs + 6,265 indirect/induced jobs

8,522 TOTAL JOBS supported and sustained
in Washington County

$64.7 MILLION in tax impact was generated
for Washington County

IMPACT OF URI
ON WASHINGTON COUNTY

21ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY IMPACT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND FY25



22 BIG IDEAS, BIG IMPACT



URI RESEARCH:
DISCOVERY THAT DRIVES
THE ECONOMY
URI’s research enterprise is one of Rhode Island’s most powerful drivers of long-term economic growth 
and competitiveness. In FY25, URI leveraged external research funding, human capital, and strategic 
infrastructure investments to generate high-wage employment, stimulate industry spending, and deliver 
sustained fiscal returns for the state. Unlike short-term economic activity, research-driven growth 
compounds over time by attracting new funding into Rhode Island, anchoring specialized talent, and 
expanding innovation capacity aligned with URI’s strengths in health sciences, engineering, environmental 
and ocean sciences, data science, and national security.

URI’s research activity functions as an export-oriented sector, bringing substantial external resources 
into the state through federal agencies, industry sponsors, and competitive grants. These inflows support 
laboratories, equipment purchases, and professional research staff while creating demand for in-state 
vendors, contractors, and service providers. In doing so, URI’s research enterprise diversifies Rhode 
Island’s economic base, reduces reliance on cyclical industries, and stabilizes economic activity across 
business cycles.

Beyond direct spending effects, URI’s research enterprise plays a catalytic role in innovation and 
commercialization. Research conducted at URI generates intellectual property, supports technology transfer, 
and creates pathways for startup formation and industry collaboration. These activities strengthen Rhode 
Island’s innovation ecosystem by linking discovery to applied use, enabling firms to scale, and positioning 
the state to compete for emerging opportunities in advanced technologies, healthcare, environmental 
solutions, and national security-related research.

In economic development terms, URI’s research converts discovery into jobs, knowledge into wages, and 
innovation into durable economic growth. While not fully quantified in this analysis, additional economic 
activity is generated each year by spin-off companies, licensing activity, and private-sector investments 
rooted in URI’s research and innovation ecosystem, extending the university’s impact well beyond its 
campus boundaries.
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TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT OF URI RESEARCH 

The $520.4 million in economic impact of URI’s research activities across Rhode Island comprised 
$205.9 million from direct spending and $314.5 million from indirect and induced spending, highlighting the 
extensive influence of re-spending within the state’s economy. This represents approximately 25% of URI’s 
total economic impact on Rhode Island, which is above Tripp Umbach’s benchmarking for R-1 research 
institutions, underscoring the vital role URI plays in driving Rhode Island’s innovation ecosystem.

URI research generates economic impact by spending directly on goods and services, thereby supporting 
Rhode Island’s economic growth. Direct spending by URI researchers on vendors, employees, and 
companies is driving demand for goods and services produced in Rhode Island. This initial spending also 
generates additional indirect and induced impacts as vendors and employees re-spend their income locally, 
creating a multiplier effect throughout the state.

THE TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT 
OF URI RESEARCH IS DRIVEN PRIMARILY 
BY “FRESH DOLLARS” FROM EXTERNALLY 

SPONSORED RESEARCH FUNDING 
FLOWING INTO THE STATE.

ECONOMIC IMPACT OF
URI RESEARCH

$205.9 million direct impact + $314.5 million indirect/induced impact

$520.4 MILLION generated statewide
in economic impact 
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TOTAL EMPLOYMENT IMPACT OF URI RESEARCH

In FY25, URI research played a significant role in supporting employment across the state. The 6,350 jobs 
supported statewide by research activities at URI demonstrate the vital role public and private research 
funding plays in Rhode Islanders’ lives. It is important to remember that this total does not include jobs at 
hundreds of spin-off Rhode Island companies with direct ties to URI. 

•	 Direct Jobs: Total research entities at URI directly employed 3,015 individuals, including students, 
encompassing a wide range of positions, from research staff, administrative roles, and operations.

•	 Indirect and Induced Jobs: An additional 3,335 jobs were supported indirectly through the economic 
ripple effects of URI’s research. These jobs arose from research-related spending by employees, 
students, and visitors. 

URI’s economic and employment impact from its expanding research portfolio underscores its importance 
as an economic engine, a driver of innovation, and a source of spin-off jobs from new companies launched 
through URI’s research.

TAX IMPACT OF URI RESEARCH

In FY25, the $33.9 million in state and local tax revenues directly attributable to URI’s research activities 
includes the economic activity generated by URI research operations and spending by students, faculty, 
and visitors, which collectively strengthen the local and statewide tax bases.

EMPLOYMENT IMPACT OF
URI RESEARCH

3,015 direct jobs + 3,335 indirect/induced and student jobs

6,350 TOTAL JOBS supported and
sustained statewide

TAX IMPACT OF
URI RESEARCH
$33.9 MILLION in tax impact

was generated
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URI HEALTH PROGRAMS: 
BUILDING THE WORKFORCE THAT 
KEEPS RHODE ISLAND HEALTHY
URI’s health programs, including nursing, pharmacy, allied health, and biomedical disciplines, represent one of 
Rhode Island’s most strategically important engines for workforce development, research activity, and long-term 
population health and economic stability. In FY25, URI’s health programs generated $237.3 million in statewide 
economic impact, including $69.8 million in direct spending and $167.5 million in indirect and induced activity, 
driven in large part by the in-state spending of 4,336 health program students. Most students live on or near 
campus, supporting year-round demand for housing, retail, and local services.

This activity supported 2,120 jobs across Rhode Island. In FY25, health program research faculty, staff, and 
employed graduate students earned more than $26 million in payroll in Rhode Island, supporting 456 highly 
skilled positions. These jobs generate recurring household spending, strengthen tax bases, and help stabilize the 
state’s workforce in competitive healthcare and research fields. Research activity further expands URI’s economic 
footprint, with $29.5 million in health program research expenditures supporting salaries, laboratory operations, 
equipment purchases, and service contracts while strengthening Rhode Island’s capacity in clinical research, 
pharmaceutical sciences, public health, and translational innovation.

In FY25, state and local tax revenues directly attributable to URI Health Programs totaled $14.2 million, reflecting 
economic activity generated by university operations as well as spending by students and faculty that strengthens 
Rhode Island’s local and statewide tax base.

URI Health Programs also contributes to the state’s visitor economy. In FY25, the university hosted 104 health 
sciences conferences that attracted more than 4,200 professional visitors to Rhode Island, generating additional 
spending on lodging, dining, transportation, and other local services.

The most significant impact of URI Health Programs is long-term. Nearly 17,800 health sciences alumni live in 
Rhode Island, with 44 percent of graduates remaining in the state after completing their education and training. 
These professionals fill critical workforce gaps, reduce reliance on imported labor, and generate decades of 
economic, fiscal, and public health returns, reinforcing URI Health Programs as a cornerstone of Rhode Island’s 
healthcare system and broader economy. While not quantified in this report, the long-term economic and social 
value of health program graduates who remain in Rhode Island extends well beyond their years of formal training.
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URI OCEAN PROGRAMS: 
RESEARCH ANCHORING RHODE 
ISLAND’S ECONOMY
URI’s ocean and coastal sciences enterprise, centered at the Narragansett Bay Campus and anchored by 
nationally recognized programs in ocean engineering, oceanography, marine affairs, and coastal resource 
management, represents one of Rhode Island’s most important academic, research, and economic assets.  
Supported by federal agencies and private industry, URI’s Ocean Programs generated $125.4 million in total 
statewide economic impact in FY25, including $43.1 million in direct spending and $82.3 million in indirect and 
induced activity.

Collectively, these activities supported 1,052 jobs across Rhode Island, including 304 direct positions and 748 
indirect and induced jobs, and generated $7.7 million in state and local tax revenue. Ocean programs are also 
a significant source of high-wage employment. In FY25, research faculty, staff, and employed graduate students 
earned nearly $20 million in payroll in Rhode Island, supporting more than 300 highly skilled positions. These 
jobs anchor globally competitive expertise in the state, generate sustained household spending, and strengthen 
long-term workforce stability.

Research is a central driver of this focus area, with $63.8 million in ocean-related research expenditures in 
FY25. Operating as a research export sector, URI’s Ocean Programs attract external funding and convert it into 
jobs, vessel operations, laboratory activity, and innovation that reinforce Rhode Island’s position as a national 
and international leader in ocean and climate science.

URI’s Ocean Programs combine sustained capital investment with ongoing research activity that strengthens 
Rhode Island’s maritime economy. A key asset has been the National Science Foundation supported research 
vessel R/V Endeavor, based at URI’s Narragansett Bay Campus, which for nearly five decades hosted scientists 
from across the United States and around the world conducting oceanographic research. Although the vessel 
recently retired after almost 50 years of service, it remained active in FY25 and served as a cornerstone of 
URI’s ocean science enterprise, supporting research collaboration, workforce training, and maritime activity in 
the region.

Education and engagement further extend this impact. In FY25, ocean programs enrolled approximately 750 
students, many recruited from outside the state and internationally, contributing to year-round demand for 
housing, retail, and services in coastal communities. Beyond students, URI’s Ocean Programs also support the 
visitor economy. In FY25, more than 100 ocean-related conferences attracted over 6,100 visitors from around 
the world, generating additional spending across the state.
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URI ATHLETICS: 
WHERE GAME DAY DRIVES 
THE ECONOMY
URI Athletics is a highly visible and powerful driver of visitor spending, local business activity, and community 
engagement across Rhode Island. Through home games, tournaments, championships, and special 
events held at venues such as the Ryan Center and Boss Ice Arena, URI Athletics attracts more than 
500,000 visitors each year, many of whom travel from outside the state. This level of attendance places URI 
Athletics among Rhode Island’s most significant and consistent tourism generators, comparable in scale to 
major entertainment and cultural destinations.

In FY25, URI Athletics generated an estimated $140.5 million in total statewide economic impact, 
including $19.0 million in direct spending and $121.5 million in indirect and induced activity. These activities 
supported 1,540 jobs across Rhode Island, including 686 direct positions and 854 indirect and induced jobs, 
and produced approximately $11 million in state and local tax revenue. The impacts extend well beyond 
event days, reflecting sustained economic activity across the hospitality, retail, media, transportation, and 
service sectors.

Athletics and other campus events at the Ryan Center also generate substantial direct revenue that 
circulates immediately through the state and regional economy. Annual attendance at the Ryan Center 
exceeds 355,000, generating $2.9 million in gross ticket sales. Boss Ice Arena adds approximately 
185,000 attendees each year, while total concessions sales approach $1 million. These revenues support 
employment in event operations, food service, security, facility management, and seasonal staffing, while 
sustaining local and regional suppliers.

The broader economic reach of URI Athletics extends well beyond campus boundaries. Visiting teams, 
tournament participants, officials, alumni, families, and fans traveling from across New England and beyond 
generate significant off-campus spending on hotels, short-term lodging, restaurants, retail, transportation, 
and entertainment, particularly in Washington County and the greater Providence region.

Beyond game days, URI Athletics facilities function as vital civic infrastructure. The Ryan Center hosts high 
school commencements for more than 2,600 graduates annually, drawing thousands of additional visitors 
to the area. Athletic facilities also serve the community, with pools, gyms, tracks, and courts open to the 
public. Through competitive excellence, a loyal fan base, and sustained community use throughout the 
year, URI Athletics elevates Rhode Island’s national profile, strengthens community identity, and serves as 
a key contributor to the state’s long-term tourism and economic strategy.
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URI ALUMNI:
TALENT THAT STAYS, 
IMPACT THAT GROWS
URI’s alumni network represents one of Rhode Island’s most enduring and valuable economic assets. 
Of the more than 150,000 URI graduates nationwide, over 61,000 reside in Rhode Island, with 47,430 
currently employed within the state. These alumni are embedded in communities across Rhode Island and 
work in critical sectors such as healthcare, education, marine and environmental sciences, engineering, 
business, public administration, and the nonprofit sector. Together, they represent a permanent and 
continually renewing workforce that strengthens the state’s economy with each graduating class, while 
also contributing to talent retention and long-term population growth in Rhode Island.

Alumni who remain in Rhode Island generate sustained economic value over multi-decade careers. 
Their earnings support household spending on housing, healthcare, childcare, transportation, and retail, 
creating ongoing indirect and induced effects throughout the state’s economy. This in-state alumni 
workforce strengthens labor market stability, produces recurring state and local tax revenues, and 
reduces reliance on imported talent and costly recruitment incentives. Unlike short-term construction 
or one-time project impacts, alumni-driven economic benefits compound year after year, making them 
among the most powerful and lasting returns on the state’s investment in higher education.

In FY25 alone, the University of Rhode Island’s 47,430 working alumni residing in the state generated 
$3.56 billion in collective earnings, representing an economic contribution that exists above and beyond 
the university’s $2.0 billion annual statewide economic impact.

Alumni engagement further amplifies this impact. Alumni events, homecoming, athletics events, 
commencements, and donor programming bring thousands of alumni and family members back to Rhode 
Island each year, generating visitor spending that supports hotels, restaurants, retail, and transportation. 
The economic activity associated with alumni-driven visitation is included in URI’s total visitor impact of 
$395.6 million in FY25, extending the alumni contribution beyond the workplace and into the state’s 
tourism and hospitality economy.
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URI COMMUNITY 
BENEFITS: 
STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES 
ACROSS RHODE ISLAND
Across Rhode Island, students, faculty, and staff work alongside local governments, nonprofits, schools, and 
healthcare organizations to advance solutions in education, public health, environmental stewardship, food 
security, housing stability, youth development, and disaster resilience. Through service-learning courses, 
experiential projects, and volunteer initiatives, students apply classroom knowledge to real-world needs. At the 
same time, faculty provide research and technical expertise that informs planning, policy, and organizational 
effectiveness.

As a land- and sea-grant institution, URI’s public-service mission is visible statewide through Cooperative 
Extension, which provides science-based education and services in communities across Rhode Island. URI 
Cooperative Extension, founded in 1914, includes work supporting healthy lifestyles, food systems, water 
resources, and community resilience. URI’s coastal and marine expertise further anchors Rhode Island’s “blue 
economy,” with URI-affiliated research and programs. While not quantified in this report, land and sea-grant 
programs and services at public universities have an average positive ROI of more than $16 per public dollar 
invested, resulting in billions of dollars in additional statewide economic impact.18

URI’s commitment to service also generates substantial social value. URI faculty, staff, and students contribute  
$38.8 million annually across the state, including $7.5 million in charitable giving and $31.2 million in volunteer 
service. By aligning education, research, and outreach with real-world priorities, URI strengthens communities 
across the state. It serves as a trusted partner in advancing opportunity, resilience, and long-term growth for all 
Rhode Islanders.

18 https://www.choicesmagazine.org/choices-magazine/submitted-articles/cooperative-extension-system-trends-and-economic-impacts-
on-us-agriculture?utm
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APPENDIX A:
DATA DEFINITIONS

Study Year Fiscal Year 2025: July 1, 2024, to June 30, 2025.

Total Economic Impact The combined direct, indirect, and induced effects across the 
economy generated by URI.

Direct Economic Impact Spending by URI, its employees, and its patients and visitors.

Indirect Economic Impact Re-spending by vendors and suppliers that provide goods and 
services to URI.

Induced Economic Impact Household spending by employees whose wages are tied to URI, 
generating activity in housing, retail, food, and other services.

Multiplier Effect The added economic activity created when URI’s direct spending 
circulates through local businesses and households.

Direct Employment
The total number of jobs directly supported by URI, including 
physicians, nurses, allied health professionals, researchers, 
administrative staff, and operations personnel.

Indirect Employment

Additional jobs created through URI’s spending with vendors and 
suppliers. As these local businesses expand to meet demand, they 
hire more employees, generating a ripple effect across industries 
such as construction, transportation, and professional services.

Induced Employment

Jobs sustained when URI employees, vendors, and suppliers 
spend their earnings in the local economy. This household spending 
supports employment in sectors such as retail, dining, housing, 
hospitality, and other community services.

State and Local Tax Impact 

Government revenue generated at the state and local levels 
through URI’s operations. This includes taxes paid directly by the 
organization, as well as those generated through employee wages, 
household spending, and purchases made by vendors and suppliers 
that support URI.
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APPENDIX B:
METHODOLOGY 
IMPLAN METHODOLOGY

The analysis was conducted using IMPLAN (Impact Analysis for Planning), the most widely accepted 
economic modeling system in the United States. Initially developed by the U.S. Forest Service and the 
University of Minnesota in the late 1970s, IMPLAN is now maintained by IMPLAN Group LLC and used by 
thousands of universities, healthcare systems, consulting firms, and government agencies.
IMPLAN integrates data from the Bureau of Economic Analysis, the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the U.S. 
Census Bureau, and other federal sources. It combines national production functions for more than 450 
industries with county-level economic data to estimate how organizations interact with local and state 
economies. This framework generates multipliers that measure how one dollar of direct spending circulates 
through the economy, creating additional rounds of activity.

The model captures three levels of impact:

•	 Direct impacts – spending directly attributable to the institution (operations, payroll, and capital 
investments).

•	 Indirect impacts – supply chain activity generated by vendor and contractor spending.

•	 Induced impacts – household spending supported by employee wages, both within the institution 
and across related industries.

By combining these effects, IMPLAN provides a comprehensive and conservative estimate of how 
institutional spending ripples through the broader economy.

INPUT-OUTPUT ANALYSIS AND THE MULTIPLIER EFFECT

The study relied on input-output (I-O) analysis, the standard methodology for measuring economic impacts. 
At its core, I-O analysis maps the flow of resources among industries, households, and governments 
within a region. It records how dollars enter the economy, how they are spent and re-spent across sectors, 
and how these transactions generate subsequent rounds of activity. This chain reaction is known as the 
multiplier effect.

For example, when an institution pays wages, employees spend those earnings on housing, groceries, and 
services in their community. Vendors supplying goods to the institution purchase raw materials and hire 
workers, who in turn spend their income locally. These recurring cycles of spending continue until money 
“leaks” out of the region (for example, when a good or service is purchased from out the region).
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CONSIDERATIONS

As with all I-O models, several considerations apply:

•	 Fixed-price assumption – The model assumes that increased demand does not affect prices or 
capacity, making it appropriate for snapshot analyses.

•	 Direct impacts based on actual spending – Direct expenditures are not modeled but reflect real 
data reported by institutions. Changes in spending directly affect indirect and induced effects.

•	 Regional leakage – In more economically diverse regions, a greater share of spending is retained 
locally before leaking out. Consequently, measured impacts increase as the geography expands, 
with state-level impacts exceeding regional impacts and national impacts larger still, since the effects 
captured at smaller geographic levels are encompassed within broader areas.

CONSERVATIVE APPROACH

This study represents a conservative estimate of impact, grounded in actual institutional data and standard 
modeling assumptions. Results provide a point-in-time snapshot of URI’s contributions, capturing how 
its operations support jobs, generate tax revenue, and stimulate economic activity across communities 
statewide.

ADDITIONAL ANALYSIS  

While IMPLAN serves as the foundation of Tripp Umbach’s modeling, the analysis is enhanced with 
customized components that capture longer-term and nontraditional impacts. For this study, those 
measures include charitable giving and volunteerism. This comprehensive approach reflects not only the 
immediate economic effects of URI but also the lasting value it provides through strengthened communities 
and improved quality of life.

GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE

All impact results presented in this report are confined to activity within the State of Rhode Island and 
Washington County. While URI’s economic reach extends nationally and internationally through research, 
partnerships, and alumni engagement, the analysis isolates impacts occurring within state boundaries to 
represent Rhode Island’s direct return on its investments in higher education and innovation.
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APPENDIX C:
TRIPP UMBACH QUALIFICATIONS
Founded in Pittsburgh, PA, and now headquartered in Kansas City, MO, Tripp Umbach is recognized as the 
nation’s leading private consulting firm specializing in economic and community development. For 35 years, 
the firm has partnered with more than 1,000 healthcare, education, government, and corporate clients to 
measure, plan, and advance the economic, social, and physical well-being of communities worldwide. Tripp 
Umbach has completed more than 500 economic impact studies for higher education institutions across 
the United States, as well as community assessments and economic development strategies. As a pioneer 
in developing economic impact analysis in the 1980s, Tripp Umbach is the most respected and trusted 
provider of university impact studies.

trippumbach.com
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